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ADVERTISEMENT. 



THE author of the following fmall Treatise b: 
bufinefs to examine all tha: has been written on th 
realDifeafe, from the days of Aftruc to the prefent time ; ro all 
that he has thus felected, he has added his two Prafti. 
vations, and hopes, that by thofe who are bell acquainted with 
the following Treatife will not W deemed fuperfluous. 

Should any reader be flart'ed at certain modes of pra&icc ' 
recommended, he begs the favor, before they venture 
demn, that they will take the trouble to give them a fair trial; 
and if they then difcover them to be enonecus, that I 
give a candid account oi their experience to the world as h 
done, without laying any ftrefs up* d by 

fads, or plaufible conjectures which have net been cohfiimt 
repeated experimental obfevvatior.s. Whoever mal lifcb- 

very that can tend to alleviate in any decree the diftreiTes of man- 
kind, is called upon by the duties he owes to fociet . 
difcoveties as generally known as pofliblc. This has 
authors way of thinking at ad times, and that which has 
his conduct on the prefent occafion. 

He has omitted in the former editions to roentior 
different methods of curing the lues, Mr. Clare's manner ol 
bing one or two grains of calomel, with faliva, every mor 
and evening, on the lips or ourfide of the gurrs. The obje. v 
he had againft this method fubfiil fill), arc! are ack 
the author himfelf, viz. a very fpee-.i 
falivation. Thefe fymptoms he found always rati 
a happy and radical cure. This application ro the r, 
glans penis, or labia, however, maybe ufeful to peri 
from a peculiar irritability, cannot ufe mercuiy in any other 
way. 

Another obfervation is about the ufe of opiir 
aereal ulcers. This remedy has bee -: 

upon diligent and careful inquiry, he has not found one pati 
with venereal ulcers, cured* by it, who had not pr< 
ufe of mercury, or who was not obliged to have recotnfe to 
latter to complete the cure afterwards.- Opium, however, i 
to be a valuable medicine for allaying the pain, and favou 
the healing of ulcers of various kinds. 

An error muft likewife here be taken notice of, t. > 
clap is not, as mentioned, derived from doping ; but! 
obfolete French word clapicr, fignifyin? a lodging or (hop cf a 
fingle common woman. 
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CHAP. I. 

Objervations on the Venereal Infection, and the different ap- 
pearances of Syphilitic Complaints in general. 

WE fay that a perfon is poxed, injured, or affeaed with 
the venereal difeafe, pox or bad diftemper*, when the 
venereal poifon has been received into the fyffem, and 
there produces its peculiar effefls. Thefe effects or fymptoms are 
ulcers of the mouth, fauces, and skin, cutaneous eruptions, tet- 
ters, pains and fwelling of the bones, &c. But as long as the 
effects of the poifon are confined tc the genitals, the diforderis not 
called a fyphilis, lues venerea, or pox ; but diftinguifhed by fome 
particular name, according to its different appearatices ; fuch as 
gonorrhoea, lhancre, bubo, &c. 

Concerning the nature of the venereal poifon, we know no 
more than we do about that of the fmall pox, or any othar con- 
tagion ; we know only that it product*- fuch and fuch effefts, 
which yield to a particular mode of treatment. Like other con- 
tagions, it requires fome time after being applied to the human 
body, before it produces that fermentation (if I may be allowed 
the expreflion,) which bring) on the diforder. It is not knowa 
whether the poifon has different degrees of acrimony and volati- 
lity, or whether it is always the fame in its nature, varying only 
with regard to the particular part to which it is applied, or ac- 

A cording 

* In latin this difeafe is called, hiss venerea, merbits gallicus, or Syphitii 
Whether the name Syphijis is Haired from fus, porcus, and philia % «*«r, as if 
you vmild fay, amor puninns j orwlieuher it ov/> s i\t origin to fome v>t. u ?r de- 
rivation, is U 11 certain. In French it is called Lanaladitven€rienne > Lmvertit^ 
or Grande vtr el e > is Gc»»an, Ijtfi/tucbt Fr*nxefan, 
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cording to the different habit and conilitution, or particular idio» 
fi/ncracy, of the perfon who receives the iofe know 

th^t mercury poiTeffes a certain and fpecific power of deltroying 
the venereal virus : but we are quite uncertain, i it aas 

by its fedatrve, aftringent, or evacuart quality ; or it not rather 
by a chemical elective attraction, whereby bo; inces uni- 

ting with one another, are changed into a tl ch is no 

more hurtful, but has fome new properties, enti - from 

thofe of the two former. 

The variolous contagion, we know, prcduc in a- 

bout twenty or twenty -four days, after the infecuc 
from the atmofphere, and eight or ten days if by inoculation.. But 
with regard to the venereal virus, we are lefs acquainted 
the period. At fome times, and perhaps in partieula 
it requires a longer time to produce its tffe&s, than at c ;mes, 

or in other peifons. I have feen fhancres arife in the ipace of 
twelve hours, nay in a ftill fherter time, indeed I might y in a 
few minutes, after impure coition ; whereas in others t! 
their appearance only in as many days. The generality oj 
feel the firft fymptoms of a gonorrhoea on rhe fecond, third, or 
fifth day after an impure coitus ; but there are cafes where they 
are not obferved till after as many weeks or months. About ten 
years ago, I was confulted by a perfon in whom a violent dif- 
•chargefrom the glans, along with a phymofis, but without any 
fn ancrcs, took place four weeks after infection ; though, during 
ail that interval, he felt not the leaft fymptom of the difeafe. 
Some years ago ayoungman went out in feemingly perfect health 
to the Haft Indies ; but on his arrival in that hot climate, after a 
voyage of four months, a violent gonorrhoea broke out before he 
went on more, though he could have received no infe&ion during 
the voyage, as there was not a woman on board. 

How long the venereal poifon may lurk in the body itfelf, after 
it has been abforbed into the mafs of blood, before it produces 
any fenflble effects, is a matter of equal uncertainty. There is 
fcaree a practitioner wh^has not obferved inftances of its remain- 
ing ha'rmlefs for weeks, or even months, in the body. I have 
had accefs to obferve a cafe, where, after lying dormant for half 
a year, it broktout with unequivocal fymptoms. But the fol- 
lowing inftance is ftill more extraordinary. Some years ago I 
was confulted by a gentleman about a fore throat, which I decla- 
red to be venerea!. My patient was aftonifhed, and allured me, 
that for nine years paft he had not had the leaft venereal com- 
plaint, nor had any reafon to believe he had iince received any 
infection. But at that time he had been in the Eaft-Indies, where 
he laboured under a virulent gonorrhoea. On his return t 
rope, being to appearance in perfect health, he married, and 
■/,-.,* I nerfcftly free of any fuch complaint ever fmce. By a mer- 
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curialcourfe, however, the complaint for which he applied to 
me was completely removed. 

In fomeperfons the venereal poifon more particularly attacks 
the throat, where it produces ulcerations ; while in others it ex- 
erts its virulence on the skin or bones. Whilft the. greater! part of 
mankind are thus eailly affected by this poifon, there are fome 
fe v .vho feem to be altogether unfufceptible of the contagion, 
and run every risk without fuffering in the fmallcft degree ; juft 
as fome cannot be infeded with the variolous contagion, though 
they go into infeded places, and expofe themfclves to every ha- 
zard by which the difeafe is genordiy communicated. Some are 
more liable to be infeded than others feemingly of the fame ha- 
bit ; and thofe who have been onceinfeded feem to be moreliable 
ro catch the contagios a fecond time, than thofe who never woe 
infedeo before with the difeafe. The fame difference is obfei v- 
able in the progrefs made by the difeafe after the patient is infec- 
ted. In fome the progrefs is flow, and the difeafe appears fcarce 
to gain any ground; while in others it advances with the ut- 
moft rapidity, and foon produces the molt terrible fymptoms. 

At what time this dreadful malady, the very idea of ivhich 
poifons the fource of happinefs, was firft known among mankind, 
is a matter I cannot pretend to decide. Even the time of its firft 
appearance in Europe, and whence it was imported thither, is un- 
ci tarn. Thus much we may venture to affirm, that we have no 
authentic proofs of its having exifted among the ancient Greeks 
and Romans ; though thefe undoubtedly were as licentious as 
their pofterity, whether barbarous or refined. Some diforders 
are jmentioned^by ancient writers which feem to intimate the ex- 
istence of the venerealdiftemper, in fome fhape or other, 'from 
the earlieft antiquity. Such are the difcharge mentioned in the 
book of Leviticus, the difeafe of Job, and that related in the 
pfalms of David ; fome complaints of the genital parts related by 
Paulus Aeginfia, by Aethis, 8<rc. The corroding ulcers of the 
prepuce andglans, the difcharge of thin j anions matter from 
the penis j the mortification and cancer of the penis, the phage- 
denic ulcer of the fame, the warts of the prepuce and glands^ 
condylomata ad anuin, the f veiled tefiiclts arijuig without ex- 
ternal contufion, all mentioned by Celjus, l.vi. cap. xviii. De 
obfeoznarum partium vitiis, and defcribed as obflinate difeafes, 
and hardlycurable without the hot iron. But whether thefe have 
been modifications of our more modern fyphilitic complaints, or 
diforders of a quite different nature, is what I cannot take upon 
roe to determine. 

That venereal complaints, however, did really exifl; in Eu- 
rope before the return of Columbus from his fiift voyage to the 
Caribbee idands in 1493, is «ot onlv probable, for the reafons 
alledged by Dr. Sanches, in his Dijfcnaiion fur Corigiue de 

la 
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la maladie venericnne, and in his Examen hiftorique fur V appa- 
rition de la maladie venerienne en Europe ; but confirmed to me, 
though contrary to the opinion of Dr. Aftruc, by the 4th law 
given in the manufcript ftatutes, De difciplina Lupanaris publi- 
ei Avenionenfis (Avignon), made in the year 1347, by Queen 
Joannal. After other regulations, the law proceeds thus :-— -» 
'* Jubet Regina Sabbato quilibet a Bayliva una rum chirurgo, a 
<c confulibus propofito, mulieras meritorias fingulas luftrari ; 
" quotcunque in lupanari proftant. Etfi qua fcortationi 2gri- 
** tudenem ullam contraxerit *a csteris feponi ut feorfim habitet, 
" ne fui copiam facere poffit ; utmorbi prxcaveantur quia juve- 
" nibus poflent concipi," Which may be thus tranflated : " The 
" Queen further orders, that every one of the women kept in that 
" bawdy-houfe mould be vifited every Saturday by the mother 
" abbefs, together with a furgeon appointed by the magiftrates 
M for this purpofe ; and if there be any who have contra&ed 
" fome difeafe by fcortation t the fame mould befeparated from 
'* the reft, and be fliut up in a private room, fo that me may 
" not lie with any man, in order to avoid by thefe means the 
" diforders which might be comrrunicatedby her to young men." 
See Aftruc De morb. vener. p. 54. but all this will be made ve- 
ry foon ftill more probable from the light thrown on the fubjett 
by the learned and ingenious Dr. Henjler, from old authentic 
manufcripts difcovered by hi-m. 

It is a queftiora, whether the venereal poifon can be abforbed 
into the fyftem, without a previous affeftion of the genitals or 
fome other parts of the furface of the body ; and indeed this is 
with me ftill a matter of doubt. Though I have for fifteen yeara 
examined all the cafes which fell under my infpedtion, with a 
view to determine this queftion, I have noi met with one well- 
authenticated fact which coald determine me to take the affirma- 
tive. I I have never feen a (ingle perfon affeifted with this difeafe 
for fhefirft time, without fome previous appearance, either of a 
running, or a venererl ulcer, in fome part or other of the body, 
cfpscially of the genitals ; though indeed I have met with feve- 
ral inftances where the patient had imagined himfelf radically cu- 
red of fuch complaints lung before. In fome cafes, I have, on a 
clofe examination, difcovered very fmall venereal ulcers, where 
the patient hiinfelfknew nothing of them ; in others, where the 
patients have afLrted, that they were infected without any pre- 
vious difeafe of the furface, they have, on a ft rid enquiry, con- 
telTed that they had either had fhancres, or ulcers of a doubtful 
nature, on the thigh, fcrotum, &c. or even the pcx itfelf, one, 
two, or more years before, though they had lojg imagined their.- 
felves perfectly and radically cured. I have indeed been told by 
fome eminent phyficians, that buboes fometimes arife without 

any 
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any previous running or ulceration ; but as no fuch cafe ever 
fell under my infpedion, I muft fiill remain in uncertainty. 

It has been aflerced, even by fome late writers, that this dif- 
eafe »ay be caught by lying in the fame bed with or alter an in- 
felted perfon. But this, from the moft accurate obfervations and 
experiments I have made upon the fubjed, 1 have never been a- 
ble to confirm. Nor do we ever fee nuries infeded in the Lock 
Hofpital, where they live night and day with patients in allfta- 
gesof the difteraper. Thefadfeerns to be, that patients are apt 
toimpofeupon themfelves, or upoa phyficians and furgeons, with 
regard to this matter ; and the above opinion eafily gains ground 
among the vulgar, efpecially in countries where fuperftirion is 
more prevalent, or where they are more influenced by their fer- 
vile fituation in life, or other circumftances. Hence we fome- 
times hear the moft ridiculous accounts given in thofe countries, 
by friars and common foldierj of the manner in which they were 
infected with this difeafe. 

Another queftion, which lam equally unable to decide, is, whe- 
ther the venereal poifon ever infects any fluid of our body befides 
the mucus and lymphatic fyftera. Heace I arn in doubt, whe- 
ther the venereal poifon in an infeded woman ever effects the 
milk, and confequently whether the infection can thus be convoy- 
ed to the infant by the milk alone, without any venereal ulcers 
on or about the nipples. It is equally a matter of uncertainty to 
me, whether the venereal difeafe is ever conveyed from an in- 
fected father or mother, by coition, to the foetus, provided their 
genitals are found ; or* whether a child is ever infeded in the 
utarus of a deceafed mother. Such infeded infants as came under 
my obfervation, and that of my friends, whofe prad ice affords 
them frequent opportunities of feeing new-born infants, feerned 
rather to militate againft theopinion. Neither I myfdf, 001 any 
of them, have been able to obferve ulcers of a venereal kind up- 
on new-born children ; and fuch as make their appearance four, 
fix, eight, or more days afterwards, on the genitals, anus, lips, 
mouth, Stc. or the difcharge like a gonorrhoea, which fometinics 
takes place, may probably be fuppofed to arife by infedion, du- 
ring the pafTage, from ulc.rs in the vigina of the mother, the 
skin of the infant being then nearly as tender as thofe parts which 
are not covered with the cuiicle in adults ; and this is perhaps the 
only time when an abforption of the venereal poifon might taku 
place without a previous excoriation or ulcer of the skin. 

All the ways, therefore, by which the venereal poifon may 
be communicated from an unhealthy to an healthy perfon, may 
be reduced to the following heads. 

1. The moft frequent method is, by the coition of an healthy 
perfon with another who is infected, either with « .'enereal go- 
Ronhosa, or venereal ulcers of the genitals. 

2. Bv 
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2. By the coition of an healthy perfon with mother apparent- 
ly healthy, in whofe genitals the poifon lies concealed, without 
having yet produced any bad fymptoms. Thus, a woman who 
has perhaps received an infection from a man two or three days 
before, may, during that time, infect, and often does infect, a- 
nother man, without having any fymptora of the difeafe viable 
upon herfelf ; and vice vcrfa, a man may infect a woman in the 
fame manner. 

3. By fucking. In this cafe, the nipples cf the wet rurfemay 
be infeded by venereal ulcers in the mruth of the child j or, vice 
vcrfa, the nipples of the nurfe being iofecled, will occafion ve- 
nereal ulcers in the child's nofe, mouth or lips. 

4. By expofing to the contacl of the veneres! poifon any part 
of the body either covered with the cuticle or not, by kiffing^ 
touching, &c efpccially if theparts fo e:: P re~ 
viouily excoriated, wounded, or ulcerated,, by any 

ever. In this manner we frequently fee venereal alce»s srife m 
the fcrotum and thighs ', and there are fofne well-? ftan- 

ces where the infection took plac^ in the hands of raidwvves of 
furgeons. I have likewife feen . j in the 

noitrils, eye-lids, and lips, of perfons vv ho had touched the ge- 
nitals either of themfelvas or others afixded with the gonorrhoea 
or venereal ulcers, and then rubbed their r ;c with; 

fiagers, without previoufly warning their hands, 

5. By wounding any parr of the body with a lancet or knife 
infe&ed with the venereal virus. In this there is afimilarity be- 
tween the venereal poifon and that of the fmall pox. We have 
feveral examples oi the latter being produced by bleeding with a 
lancet which had been previoufly employed for the purpofe of 
inoculation, or of opening variolous puftles, without being pro- 
perly cleaned afterwards ; and Van Swieten relates feveral initan- 
ces where the lues was communicated by a ftnilar carehfTnefsin 
cleaning the inftrument uftfd in ' icari heat ion. We 
fiad kft year a melanch >f a young lady, who 
having drawn 2d it with one taken 
immediately from a you rn health, was foon 
after affected with outh. The fore manifested 
itfelf to be of a venereal nature ; butfuch was itsobftinacy, that 
it refilled even the mod powerful meicuvial remedies, termina- 
ting at laft in a caries of the maxilla, with a moll (hocking ero- 
fion of the mouth and face, by which the unhappy patient was 
deftroyed ; and all this without the fmalleil diforder being per- 
ceived in the woman frcm whom the found tooth was procured. 

No branch of the medical art ha?, as far as my knowledge ex- 
tends, received fo many valuable improvements from modern 
practice as the treatment of th» different venereal complaints ; and 
I believe, amongft the varioui difeafes to which mankind arefub- 
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jfL*, there is none of which the cure is now more eafy and cer- 
tain than the venereal difeafe, if properly and jndicioufiy treated, 
but when neglected, or unskilfully treated, it is often rendered 
obftinate,and fometimes nearly incurable: and it is a well-known 
truth, that many people fuffer more, and have their coiifli nati- 
ons broken by prepofterous treatment in this difeafe, than perhaps 
by the difeafe itfelf, if they had applied nothing at all. Yet 
there is fcarce any difeafe whatever in which more people pre- 
tend to skill than this ; and among the \* hole herd of quacks, 
there is fcarce one who does not pretend to fome fuperior know- 
ledge, or to the pofTeffion of fome particular nofirum, which he 
fets forth as an infallible remedy for this diforder in all its vari- 
ous Rages. Thus, with confurnmate impudence, he impofes on 
fuch patients as have th= misfortune to fall into his hands, ancf 
who fooner or later are generally fure to fuffer feverely for their 
credulity. It is, however, certain, that to beable to cure this 
diftemper in all its various ftages, requires not orly a great de- 
gree of judgment in the choice and dofe of the medicines, but 
likewifefuch a thorough knowledg^of the confticurion of the 
patient, as is not to be obtained buFb) a long experience and 
judicious obfervation. Hence more than common abilities are 
often requifite perfefftly and radically to cure a confirmed lues, 
or venereal complaints wich have been prepoftereufiy treated. 
The great number of unfortunate victims to ignorance and rapaci- 
ty, which we daily obferve, are but fo many aonfirmations of 
the truth of thisaifertion. 

From the molt, authentic accounts, it cannot be doubted that 
venereal complaints were formerly much more violent, dreadful, 
and even not unfrequently fatal. This is generally imputed to the 
more malignant nature of the poifon at that time 5 and it is ima- 
gined that afterwards it grew more mild. Rut this opinion fscrns 
tome to be deilitute of any folid foundation. I have fecn the 
difeafe, and all its different fhapes, not in tenor twenty, but in 
hundreds of inftances, as violent and inveterate as ever defcribed 
by any author of the 16th or 17th century. All that can be faid 
is, that we fee thofe dreadful complaints now aicre feldora in 
Europe in general. This, I think, is not owing to the difference 
of climate, as fome might imagine; but to the improvements 
made in the treatment of this difeafe, and more efpecially to the 
enlightened principles of humanity fpreading all over Europe, and 
happily fucceeding the barbarous fuperltition and cruelty offor- 
mer times. We no longer abhor or expofe thofe poor unhappy 
wretches on the dunghill, or let them die, as the Kalmucks do 
their brethren and children affeded with the fmali-pox, without 
giving them rheleaJt afli/lance : both fexes, being in our times left 
espofed to the prejudice of uthers, apply foon*r for relief, and 
obtain it more eafily from /no re humane and better ioAructcd per- 

fens ; 
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fons ; and I am perfuaded it is owing principally r» this, thattha 
difeafe is not only left frequent, but in all its different fymptoms 
lefs violent, in this capital, than in any other in Europe. Peo- 
pI«of the lower clafs have not only fo many hofpitals or difpen- 
faries, where they get advice and medicines from unprejudiced 
and skilful perfons, for nothing ; but thofe of the female fex, 
who would be perhaps detained by fhame from applying to fuch 
a place, eafily find a gentleman who gives them money to fupport 
them during their miferable fituation, and as eafily a medical man 
who cures them without expecting any remuneration whatfoever. 
I know this no where the cafe abroad; befides, the generality 
of phyficians and furgeons, not having the advantage of fuch a li» 
beral education, have more confined notions, and often but a ve- 
ry fuperficial knowledge ©f this difeafe. Our phyficians and fur- 
geons do not think therafelves authorifed to reproach their ve- 
nereal patients with their mifery in a rude and inhuman manner, 
or to let thefe poor creatures fuffer as inftruments of his venge- 
ance, or, i« order to pleafe God Almighty, think themfelves ap- 
pointed by Heaven to punifh rather than relieve them, as I have 
a thoufand times heard evjft.i<i groat capitals in different parts of 
the continent. Our ma^mratis and police do not force thefa 
wretches into a prifon, or into an hofpital, not very different 
from a prifon, but put in their way all poflible means to procure 
relief for themfelves. In other countries, where government 
purfues a different plan, where patients have no place of refort, 
wh^re they are expofed to die of hunger during the cure, or 
where they are even intimidated from applying in time, in thofe 
countries I have frequently feen the diforder in its moft horrid 
ftages, a>nd fuch as are almoft unknown in this country. In fhorr^ 
let a perfon make the tour of Europe, and only take notice of the 
venereal patients, as well thofe who are confined inhofpitals, as 
thofe who live or die unnoticed, under the moft horrid fymptoms 
•f thisdifeafe, in their private abodes ; and he will be able to 
form as folid a judgment of the comparative progrefs of enlight- 
ened principles of governments in different countries, from thefe 
obfervations, as from any other enquiry whatfoever. He will 
be aftonifhed to find at this day fuch a difference between the fe- 
veral governments with regard to barbarity and humanity, as I 
found with refpert tofcience, not many years ago, between two 
modern universities ■, I mean Gocttingcn and Louvain. In ihe 
former, every Iqflitution is calculated to inculcate upon the minds 
of young ftten every kind of ufeful knowledge, and the moft li- 
beral principles of philanthropy ; whereas, in the latter, every 
thing feems todonfpire to keep the youth in fuperltirion and ig- 
norance, and to engrave in their hearts all the principles of into- 
1 -ranee, and hatred of true learning of every kind, for which we 
now fo juftly blame owr forefathers. 

ifr^ I have 
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t have at leaf* hitherto found the frequency and the violence of 
Venereal complaints in different countries, to be exactly in propor- 
tion to the degree in which learning is encouraged by govern- 
ment, and liberal principles diffeminated among the people. From 
thefe obfsrvations, lam convinced, that if a judicious plan, witk 
proper regulations and precautions, was adopted by any govern- 
ment, in whatever climate,, all the violent fymptoms of the ve- 
nereal difeafe would not only be rendered uncommon,, but the dif- 
eafe itfelf might be* if not entirely eradicated, at jeaft greatly 
diminished in its frequency ; butfuch a plan, though eafily con- 
ceived and executed, feems not yet adapted to the tafle of the 
prefent age, bur perhaps rather'calculated for our humane and 
tnore enlightened pofterity. 



CHAP. II. 

On Claps (BLEHNoiiRriAGiA.) 

THE Clap (Blennorrhagia) or as it is commonly Called trip 
virulent gonorrhoea*, is a local inflammarion, attended with 
the difcharge of a puriforra matter from the urethra in men, and 
from the Vagina in women ; accompanied vvjth a frequent defire 
of making water, which occafions a fcakhng, Or pricking and 
burning pain, during the time of its palTage ; and arifing from 
any Stimulus applied to thofe parts, provided it be fufficiently 
ftrong. Sometimes, by the violence of the irritation, the fecreti- 
On of mucus feems to be totally fufpended, or at leaft consider- 
ably diminished, fothat no difcharge, or oi?Iya very fmall one, 
takes place, tho' the other fymptoms rage with the utmoft violence, 
In this cafe, the difeafe has obtained the very improper name of 
gonorrhoea ficc a, as if we wers to fay, fluxns Jcminisfinefluxu, 
Another fymptom is a violentpain during erection, from the tenfion. 
of the frsnuin, which has obtained the peculiar name ofChordee; 

but 
_ B 

* the name Gonorrhoea is derived from the Greek gone, genitura, Jcmen. and 
ttofluo, i. e. fi»-xusfiminis , -which is a very improper name for the diforder in 
qncftion, becaufe itconveysan erroneous idea*. The name Gonorrhoea implies 
a difcharge of femen, which never take* place in this diiorder. If a G'eelc 
name isto be retained, I weuld call ir Blennorrhagia, from blennos y rnitrut and 
tety fic-fy *'. e. MucifluxHt (aclivui); and thus diifin^aish it both from real go- 
tiorrhcets, and from gleets^ to which latter T would give the narrte* Elennorrho$a t 
Mucifluxus Ipdffivui)., i.e. without phlngillit fymptoms. In Snplish, the dif- 
eafe is commonly called a Clap, rrom ihe oil French word clapier, a fingle. 
lodging of a common woman ; in German, a Tripper, from dripping 5 and 
in Frerich, a f.haude-pife, from the heat and fealding in making water r tame; 
derived from the principal fymptomi of the difeafe. See the Noftltgical Tablt 
of this difeafe at the end of the following chapter. 
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but asthefe diilin&ions denote only the violence of fome partitu- 
larfymptom, there is no occafion for retaining them. 

This diftemper, we may obferve, i . Is a local inflammation ; 
*nd therefore, like all others of the fame kind, does but feldorn 
affeft the whole fyftem. 2. The difcharge, though the matter 
has a purulent appearance, is not a real pus, much htsfemen, as 
fome patieats fancy. The matter discharged is nothing elfe but 
merely the mucus of the urethra or vagina fecreted in a larger 
quantity than ufual, and changed in its colour and confidence by 
the ftimulus applied to the parts ; like the mucous difcharge from 
the nofeor lungs in a coryza, or cough from cold, where the mu- 
cus aiTumes nearly the fame purulent appearance. It is an er- 
roneous notion, that this difcharge ai ifes always from an ulcer 
in the urethra. In ninety-nine out of an hundred gonorrhceas, 
perhaps, there is no fuch thing as an ulcer ; but the difeafe is 
merely a fuperficial inflammation of the internal membrane of the 
urethra, like that above-mentioned of the mucous membrane of 
the nofe or lungs from cold*, tor in this laft cafe, though the 
difcharge has much the appearance of purulent matter, we know 
lhat it never proceeds from an ulcer in the nofe or lungs. Thus 
we may eafily account fo-rthe quantity of the matter discharged; 
and have no reafon to be furprifed, that fo large an excretion as 
is frequently obferved in violent gonorrhoeas, mould fo little af- 
fect the conftitution 1 while if an equal quantity of femen, or 
real pus, was difeharged, we <hould find the conflitution and 
ilrength of our patients materially injured; which is, however, 
but feldom the cafe, even in the moft virulent gonorrhoeas. 3. 
I have faid, that the difcharge may proceed from any ftimulus of 
fuffi6ient power applied to the parts. To difcufsthis latter fub- 
je& more fully, I fhall confider it under the three following 
heads. 

I. I am 

-* This lias been Uuuci to rather fuppolcd, than proved by any direct fad- 
jArtatomifis examining the urethra of men who had laboured during their life- 
lime repeatedly u>*der gonorrhoeas, found, after death, no cicatrix inthe ure- 
thra j andthencc the conclusion was drawn, that gonorrhoeas were generally 
not accompanied with an ulceration. This, however, would, in n.y opinion, 
prove little or nothing-, as we fee daily, that shancres on the prepuce or 
jjlans, though femetimes pretty deep, gaoff, and are a short time after fo ob- 
literated, that not the leaft mark of a former ulcer or cicatrifation is to be 
fcen. To conclude thence, that there ha* never been any ulcer, becaufe in 
fuch a cadaver we find no cicatrifation on the prepuce or glans, would in this 
cafebe evidently wrong. Bur what anatomiftshavehirherto only fttppofed, is 
How made evident by my iriendDr 5r»7, profeiTor of the pradice of phytic at 
Vienna. He had two vears ago the ihftiucVive opportunity ofdille&ng a 
man whodkd in his hofpital, while labouring under a virulent gonorrhaa. 
On opening the urethra carefully, he found its internal furface pretei naturally 
redj twoof the lymphatics preternarurally whiteandenlarged j andthepuri- 
form matterooxing out Iron) the internal membrane, efpecially atthe lacuna, 
where the lcatof the dif order \ra$> without thelealt appearance of an ulcera- 
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I. I am of opinion, that virulent gonorrhceas, " arifuig from aa 
external caufe, are actually excited by the ftimulus applied to 
the cavity of the urethra it felt;" and that confequently, in coi- 
tion, the virulent mucus of the vagina is driven, or, if I might, 
fo fay, forced into the urethra, and not, as forae writers have 
imagined, abforbed by the lymphatics of the glans penis, ahd 
thence depofited at the lacuna under the frxnum.-- -If fuchan ab~ 
forbtion afiually took place, we fhould every day obferve virur 
lent runnings feated low down in the urethra, as well as undet 
the frasnum ; whereas this is feldom or never the cafe. The f«a« 
of thefc gonorrhceas is always originally in the lacuna under the 
framum ; and thofe which are found tohavetheir feat at thecur- 
vatura penis, or lower down in the urethra, are not fo at the 
commencement of the difeafe, ©r arife from an internal caufe. 
What has been faid of the impoQtbility of fuchan immediate ap- 
plication of the virus to the ir.llde of the urethra, becaufe its ori- 
fice is clofely fhut up during erection, and therefore admits not of 
any fuch introduction, appears to me only to be reafoning from 
an ill-grounded theory*. 

II. I fhall prove, both from well-eftablifiied principles, and 
from practical obfervations, " that gonorrhoeas not only may # 
*** but moil frequently do, arife from the fame venereal poifen 
" which, applied to other parts of the body, produces fhancres, 
" or other fyraptoms of the lues." It has of late been aiTerted, 
even by fome phylicians of eminence, that the poifon which 
produces a gonorrhoea, is different from that which produces the 
lues ; and feveral fpecious arguments have been brought in favor 
of this paradoxical opinion. This difpute concerning the nature 
of gonorrhceas, leads me into a difcultion the more agreeable, a* 
it is of confiderable importance in practice, and as experiments 
and obfervations will, I think, enable me to prove not only the 
contrary, but perfectly to reconcile the different opinions, and 
thus fet the matter in a clear light, and free it from that obfeuri- 
ty in which it has been hitherto involved. I enter therefore in- 
to the difcuffion of thisfubjeft with the confideration of the dif- 
ferent rcafons alledged for that favorite doftrine. 

FirCt. It isfaid v Thatf/re poijon which produces the gonorrhoea 
does never, like that of Jhancres, produce any venereal fymp- 
toms in fhtmafs. or the Ittes itfelf. To this I reply, that tho* 
a lues is feldom produced by a gonorrhoea, yet we are by no 
means to look upon this as univerfally true. The reafon why 
gonorrhoeas do not, like fhancres, conftantJy produce the lues, if, 
that moft of them, if n»t ill treated, excite only a fuperficial in- 
flammation 



* What ijfaiJ here relates orly to thofe gonorrhcras which arife from a 
cairfe externally applied. Buc though venereal gonorrheas do generally arife 
from an external caufe, it is highly probable to mc, thatthey nicy fometirnoJ 
be excited i>y the poifon deposed lr«m the maf*, ?<tc (e*r <u>t «inlr«qtie»rtly 
with irg.irdr© shaneres. 
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flammation in the internal membrane of the urethra, without any 
ulceration. Hence ablorption cannot eafily take place, the poi- 
fon being out of the courfe of the circulation. But I have feen 
gonorrhoeas, through injudicious treatment, or where the difeafc 
had been originally accompanied with an ulcer of the urethra, 
followed by the moft unequivocal fymptoms of the lues itfelf. 
The reafon why the venereal poifon indeed, when applied to the 
urethra, does not fo frequently produce ulcers as when applied to 
the glans, prepuce, and other external parts, is, that the inter- 
nal membrane of the urethra is defended by a large quantity of 
rnucus, the fecretion of which is moreover augmented, fometimes 
to a furprifing degree, by the prefent flimulus. As long as this 
mucus is fecreted in fuch abundance, the poifon is inveloped, 
the urethra defended, and thus the formation of ulcers effectu- 
ally prevented ; but if, either from the violence of the irritation, 
or from any other caufe, this fecretion is diminished, or if by im- 
proper injections the mucus be wafhed away while fome of the 
poifon remains, I am of opinion, from more than twenty inftan- 
ces which occurred to me, that in nine fuch cafes out of ten, 
an excoriation or ulceration of the urethra, and fubfequent pox, 
will be as certainly the confequence, as from venereal ulcers in 
any other part of the body. If there was the fame quantity of 
mucus between the prepuce and the glaas, as there is in the ca- 
vity of the urethra, we mould as feldom fee ulcers there as we do 
in the urethra in cafes of fimple gonorrhoea. We obferve, that 
when the poifon meets there with a large quantity of mucus, as is 
fometimes the cafe, it then produces no ulcers, but only a great 
fecretion of puri form mucus, which is called a gonorrhoea fpuria, 
but might with more propriety be termed a Bknnorrhagia ba!ani y 
z. e. an acVive difchargefrom the glans or corona glandis. The 
reafon why this kind of running is lefs frequent than rhofe from 
the urethra, appears to me to be, the fmall quantity of mucus 
which in moft people is fecreted in thefe parts ;' whence thevirus, 
not being fufficiently diluted, commonly produces thefe erofions, 
or venereal, ulcers, called fhancres. — This likewife receives a con- 
fiderable confirmation from the well-known fact, that women 
very feldom have fhancres in the vagina, though very frequently 
in the labia pudendi and nymphs. The mere want of a fuffici- 
ent quantity ©f mucus on the latter, accounts, in my opinion, fuf- 
ficiently for this effe&. 

Secondly. They maintain, that the poifon of the gonorrhoea, 
never produces fhancres^ and that the pnijbn of fhancres never 
produces a gonorrhoea."— In confirmation of this affertion it has 
been faid, that a perfon who has fhancres will never communi- 
cate any other complaint but fhancres, and that a perfon who has 
. a gonorrhoea cannot communicate anything but a gonorrhoea, 
i will not deny that this is frequently the cafe j but repeated 

and 
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and attentive obfervation authorifesraeto fay, that, like too ma- 
ny othtr medical writers, they have drawn a general conclufien 
from a few obfervations favorable to their own preconceived! 
opinion. For in many cafes where I had occafion to examine both 
parties, I have been convinced, that fhancres were commawicated 
by a peifon affected with a fimple virulent gonorrhoea ; and, vice 
T/erja % thata virulent gonorrhoea had been the ccnfiquen.eof an 
infection from a pcrfon having fimple Chancres only. But there 
is a more ftriking proof than this, which has not been taken no- 
tice of, viz. if a patient afflicted with a venereal running does net 
take care to keep the prepuce and glans perfectly clean, fhancres 
will very often be produced, the caufe of which may evidently 
be traced to the matter of the gonorrhoea. This is one of the 
principal reafons why in cafes of gononhoea we infill fo much 
on the parts being kept clean ; experience having taught us, rhas 
fhancres frequently arife from negligence in this particular, even 
fometimes after the running has confiderab'y abated. For die 
fame reafon, I conftantly order thefe patients to keep their hands 
clean ; having feen repeated irftances of venereal ulcers in the 
nofe and eye-lids being the confequence of this neglect. But bc- 
fides this, will any man of the medical piofeflion dcubt, that 
matter taken from a feanere, and applied to the urethra, would 
not produce a gonorrhoea S This is an experiment whirh I cer- 
tainly fhould not venture to try on myfelf. I iruft conclude, 
therefore, that though the writers who have afiigned this feco. :0 
reafon may be right in a few cafes which fell under their own 
obfervation, they are wrong in deducing a general rule from a 
few facts ; as I myfelf fhould be, in concluding from feveral con- 
trary inftances which I haveobferved, that a gonorrhoea always 

communicates fhancres, and fhancres always a gonorrhoea. 

Some cafes of this kind I have feen, asalready mentioned, where, 
in the fourth or fifth week of an ill-treated gonorrhoea, or from 
a neglect of external cleanlinefs, fhancres have been produced in 
places that had been perfectly wtllbefore: but this furely would 
be a very (lender reafon for aliening, that fuch is always the 
cafe. Tkefe fhancres arifing from the matter of a gonorrhoea, 
were, to my obfervation, conftantly as virulent and infectious as 
original ones ; and, like thefe, when left to themfelves, produce 
the fame pernicious fymptoms in the body ; and if a perfon who 
has fuch ulcers was to believe that ihey are not venereal, nor 
capable of bringing on the lues, becaufe they fo plainly origina* 
ted from the matter of a gonorrhoea, he certainly would find him- 
felf moft difagreeably miftaken. 

Thirdly. The Lfl, and, in their opinion, the moft unanfwer- 

able reafon for believing that the virus of a gonorrhoea, and of « 

confirmed lues, aie materially different, is, as they fay, thatwer- 

c-uru never contributes to, vr accelerates the cure of a gonorr- 

y h(£(i 
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fioea ; but thaU on the contrary ', every gonorrhoea may be cer- 
tainly cured without mercury , and without any danger •/ leav- 
ing the lues behind. To this I reply, thatit is indeed a cer- 
tain and authenticated fad, that a great many gonorrhoeas may 
be, and are, eared without mercury. I have feen many inftan- 
ces, whers water, drunk for a confiderable time, has cured the 
gonorrhoea fully as well as any medicine whatever. Nature is 
very often able to erred a cure in acute diilempers, if we would 
allow her to proceed undiflurbed in her operations. Nature, 
"when irritated by the poifon, will excite a greater fecretion of 
mucus than ufual, in the fame manner as the lachrymal gland 
pours out a larger quantity of water when a grain of fand falls 
into the eye. This larger quantity of mucus anfwers the pur- 
pofe of diluting the poifon as effedually as any medicine artifici- 
ally injeded. Befides, the poifon is by this means, not only di- 
luted, but carried off in part by the running ; and the modern 
practice of curing gonorrhoeas, by injedingfweet oil, or other 
mucilaginous liquors, into the urethra, does nothing but aflift na- 
ture m this falutary work. 

But though 1 allow that gonorrhoeas may generally be cured 
without mercury, yet repeated experience has fliown me, that 
it is not always poffibleto accomplifh a cure in fuch an agreeable 
manner. In rhofe cafes where thegononhoea is of a milder kind, 
without any ulcer or excoriation in the urethra, it may certainly 
and radically be cured without ufing a grain of mercury : and 
though mercury fhould be given in fuch cafes internally, it carr- 
not have the k-aft effect ; not becaufe thedifeafe does not proceed 
from a venereal poifon, but becaufe it lies out of the reach of the 
circulation. 

To what is further alledged, that mercury never (hows any 
power in accelerating the cure of a gonorrhoea, I reply, that they 
not only confound the runnings which arife from the venereal 
virus, with thofe which are occafioned by other caufes ; but that 
they do not make a proper diftindion between the internal ufe of 
rnercurv and th* topical application of it. I readily allow, that 
mercury given internally cannot cure fimple gonorrhoeas, as the 
caufeot thedifeafe lies out of its reach. But the fame confequence 
cannot be drawn concerning its topical application. I am indeed 
perfectly convinced, not only that mucilaginous injections, com- 
bined with mild mercurial preparations, contribute to the cure, 
but that they are the fafeft, fpeedieft, and beft of all methods for 
that purpofe : though I do not deny, that in firaple gonorrhoeas 
mercury applied in this way does not always produce beneficial 
effeds ; which, however, is often owing, I think, to the ufe of 
improper preparations. 

It mud alfo be obferved, that in this difpute the contending par- 
tics feem to have entirely overlooked the diftindion between the 

fimple 
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Ample venerea! gonorrhoea, and that combined with an ulcerati- 
on of the urethra: and of fuch importance is it to attend to this 
diftinction, that daily experience (hows us, that runnings of the 
latter kind are not only cured more faiely and expeditioufly by 
the ufe of mercury, but that they are very often, if not always, 
totally incurable without it ; and that the gleets remaining after 
thefe gonorrhoeas, though they obftinately refill all other reme- 
dies, yet frequently very readily yield to the ufe of mercury, ei- 
ther externally or internally applied. I can even affirm with cer- 
tainty, that a gleet of this latter kind, of any /landing, can ne- 
ver be radically curad without it. 

I now proceed to examine the laft part of this objection, viz. 
That a gonorrhoea never leaves a lues behind. This they have, 
no doubt, very frequently obferved ; but here they fall into the 
fame miftake as formerly,by not diftinguifhing flmpJe gonorrhoeas 
from thofe accompanied with an ulceration of the urethra. In- 
deed it muft be allowed, that an abforption cannot eafily tak« 
place in (imple gonorrhoeas : though I confefs it to be yet a 
matter of doubt with me, whether even in this cafe an abforption. 
and confequcnt lues do not fometimes happen ; at leaft we have 
not a fufficient number of obfervations to determine this point 
with certainty. 

But whatever may be the cafe in (imple gonorrhoeas, it is cer- 
tain, that when the difeafe is accompanied with an ulcer of the 
urethra, the parts are then difpofed to an abforption of the virus. 
In thefe circumflarcces, I never met with a fingle patient in whom 
this abforption did not take place > and, if early recourfe was 
not had to mercury, the lues moil certainly was the confe- 
rence. I have alfo met with feveral inflances, where, from the 
accidental wounding of a fmall blood-veffel in the urethra by the 
unskilful application of the fyringe or catheter, the virus of a 
iimple gonorrhoea has been abforbed, and produced unequivocal 
venereal fymptoms in the fyflem, which, notwithstanding their 
origin, yielded very readily to mercury. We may therefore af- 
furedly conclude, that there are (ome gonorrhoeas which cannot 
be cured without mercury ; though there are others which may 
be removed, without the ufe of that remedy, and without any 
bad confequence enfuing. An account of fome inilances which 
came under my obfervation, will fet this matter in a clearer 
light. 

A young man of about twenty three years of age, in perfeck 
health, happened to be infected with a fimple gonorrhoea, with- 
out any other venereal fymptom. The running had been injudi- 
ciouily flopped j the confequence of which was a total fuppref- 
fion of urine. A furgeon was called ; and the patient being un- 
able to b*ar any longer the pain from the diilention of the blad- 
der, recourfe was had to the catheter. But on approaching rha 

neck 
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neck of the bladder, a great refiftance was found, which prevent 
ed the initrument from being further introduced, though every 
pofllble method was tried. After waiting a little while, a.fecond 
attempt was made but without fuccefs. As the pain increafed, 
and from the accumulation of urine there was great danger of a 
rupture of the bladder, » pafTage for the catheter was at laft for- 
ced with as little violence as poffible ; which was fucceeded by 
fome drops of blood from the urethra, and followed by a large 
difcharge of urine. By proper treatment, the patient recovered 
in a few days from this dreadful fymptom ; the gonorrhoea came 
on again ; and, in afhort time after,- he was thoroughly cured, as 
We. imagined* But foon after, although there had not been the 
; ip.^earance of afhancre throughout the whole courfe of the 
an exoftofis, with a violent pain about the middle of the 
tiade its appearance* xVTercury was adminiftered ; in a 
~!«e patient found hirafeif better, and "in five weeks wa* 

it d, -Now, from an attentive confideration of 

would ask any unprejudiced perfon, whether it is not 

le to fuppofe, that by forcing in the catheter fomevef- 

.> )sen wounded, in confequence of which the abforp 

place ; that the patient was from that moment infected, and 

iftefw'ards cured in the fame manner as if he had received tJi- 

infection from a fhancre*S 

A ijman of about forty years of ape, who formerly bad 
. d under different tronorrhoeas till within thele laft five or f« 
years, got a clap ; which he found, as he faid, rather mild, with- 
out much pain in making water, and hardly aay pain inerecuon 
the firft five o> fix days ; when, after violent exercife, he felt ths 
whole urethra, but especially the neck of the bladder, more irri- 
tated ; for which, however, he took nothing but a mercurial pur- 
gative, aid rubbed into the perinzum fome mercurial ointment 
everyday. Thefefymptoms, together with the running, were 
fiearly <?on'e in eight days, leaving only a little forenefs in the 
perinxum. But the complaint for which he now confulred me 
was a pain in the xyphoid cartilage, fo violent indeed, that he 
even could not bear the touch. I advifed him to rub in fome 
more mercurial ointment into the perineum for a couple of days i 
when I fawhim again, the pain was not milder, but had left its 
forme* 

* The different period of time at which the venereal difeafe and the gonorr; 
iioea fiift appeared, has alfo been itrged as an argument for the difference be- 
tween the virus of the gonorrhoea and that of the fyphilis. But it is abfurd 
to oppofe uncertainty to uncertainty : we are, J think, ?s ignorant of the 
preciie period when the lues fiift appeared, a« we are of that ot the gonorrhoea. 
It has been afferced, that the inhabitants of tie South-Sea iflands, though 
afli&ed with the lues, are yet free from the gonorrhoea. But Captain A";'«£, 
who fucceeded Captain Clerk in the late vovage round the world, affured m<- 
that this was falfe, and that he himfclfhadfeen many of them with th< matter 
dripping fiom the urethra. 
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Former place, and occupied now the middle of the flernum, which 
troubled him efpefcially laft night. I ordered him to take mercu- 
ry internally; by the ufeofwhich, this complaint in amort time 

after difappeared. — See alfo the cafe related page 2. 

. Thus far I haveanfwered the arguments which were adduced 
to prove, that the gonorrhoea is never of a venireal nature, or, 
in other words, that it never proceeds from a poifon of the fame 
nature with the lues. But though 1 have mown that this dodrine 
is exceptionable, yet I am far from maintaining that all gonorr- 
hoeas a rife from the venereal virus. On the contrary, 

III. I am convinced, from experiments made on myfelf, and 
From obfervations made upon others, " that gonorrhoeas are feme- 
's times produced from other acrimonies, or ftimuli, applied to 
" the urethra, with nearly the fame fymptoms as we obferye in 
?| a venereal gonorrhoea ;" nay, I am now even inclined to ber 
Iieve, that fuch gonorrhoeas may fometimesbe propagated as well 
as venereal ones. Whether the gonorrhoeas, of which we have 
an account in fome ancient writers, were of that nature, I am un- 
able to determine ; and therefore forbear to enter upon thefub- 
jetf. I fhallonly jutt obferve, that the gonorrhoeas, I am here 
fpeaking of, are very different from the flux of real femen, or 
from the flux of mucus from the proftate gland. Thefe latter 
complaints, arifing chiefly from a weaknefs of the eXcretories 
of thefe parts, occasioned by an abufe of venery, and efpecially 
by mafturpation, do not come within myprefent plan. 

I proceed, therefore, to the main point, vi?:. to prove, that 
local inflammations of the urethra, accompanied with the run- 
ning called generally Gonorrhoea, are not always ot a venereal 
nature, neither in men nor women. This idea (Rrfl occurred to 
me from having frequently obferved in ftone-horfes a kind of run- 
ning of a greenifh yellow matter from the urethra. This run- 
ning, which arifes from caufes ftill unknown to me, I have fcea 
Jaft only for a few days, and then go off fpontaneauily. The 
fame, and that more frequently, I have obferved in dogs, with- 
out perceiving that they feemed to fuffer much pain from it ; and 
though indeed they continued to lick the part almoft conflantly, 
they were never affected with any ulcer of the mouth. I have 
befides, for thefe many years part, been confulted, by a variety 
of patients, for runnings very fimilar to venereal gonorrhoeas, but 
often fo mild in their fymptoms, and fo fhort in their duration, 
that I began to doubt of their venereal nature. I have feen mar- 
ried people, whoiived together in the mofl perfect harmony and 
friendfhip, where the one was affe&ed with fuch a difcharge for- 
feveral days, without communicating the leait fymptom to th$ 
other. With fome of them I have been moil intimately acquaint* 
fid; and convinced without a doubt, that they were faithfully 

attached 
* C 



rt ON CLAPS. 

attached to each other ; and that therefore the difeafe mult havtt 
been owing to fome other caufe. 

All thefe obfervations taken together, led me to believe, that 
fome kinds of running might perhaps owe their origin, not to 
the venereal poifon, but to fome different caufe, either external 
or internal. I began to fufp? & that a difcharge might be produ- 
ced by any ftimulus applied to the urethra, whether venereal or 
nor, provided it be fumciently acrid to excite an inflammation, 
and confequent preternatural fccretion of mucus from the urethra; 
juft ascoryzas, accompanied with a large preternaturally colour- 
ed fecretion from the mucous membrane of the nofe, arife from 
caufes. Having revolved thefe ideas in my mind for feve- 
r ysars, I determined at Iait to make an experiment upon my- 
felf, which ihould either confirm the theory I had laid down, or 
entirely overthrow it. With this view, I took fix ounces o£ 
water, and dropped into it as much of cauftic volatile alkali, as 
# ave the mixture a very fliarp fi.*ry tafte. This liquor I injeded 
into the urethra, comprefling the canal with the fingers of my 
Other hand below the fra?num, that it might be prevented from 
going further, and thus be applied to the very part which is gene* 
rally the ft' at of the venereal gonorrhoea, i he moment it touched 
the infideof the urethra, I felt fuchan unfupporrable pain, that 
1 could not retain it for a fingle fecond ; but withdrew the fy- 
ringe, much againft my will, alrnoft at the inftant of injp6ion, 
and the injected liquor ran out. But though the pain continued 
very feve re for half a quarter of an hour, I refolved to make a 
ftcoTd trial. It occasioned a more fevere pain than I ever re- 
member to have Felt in my life before, yet I retained it for very 
near the fpace of a minute ; when the pain became fo excruciat- 
ing thatl could bear it no longer, and therefore withdrew the 
fyringe* Iinltantly felt a ftrong d.ilre tomake water; buthav* 
Ing takert this precaution before I made the experiment, I fup- 
prefled the inclination. I laid down on my fopha, and waited 
the event with patience ; but fo violent was the pain, that it 
Was near an hour before 1 was able to move. I then amufedmy* 
felfwith reading during the remainder of the afternoon, eat my 
dinner as ufual, but went early to bed. I was now obliged to 
itiake Water, Which 1 had not done fince the time of injecting 
the liquor. When the urine came to the place to which the injec- 
tion had been applied, I felt a very fevere pain, but lefs violent 
than what I expected. Having flept well during the night, I ex- 
amined the part as foon as I awaked next morning, and found a 
pretty large difcharge of puriform matter, of the fame greenifh- 
yellow colour with that in virulent gonorrhoeas. Ths pain in 
making water was now greatly incrcafed, and the following 
ni^ht my reft was interrupted by painful involuntary erections. 
Themomic afrcr. the difchar^« was much mere plentiful, nearly 
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•fthe fame colour, only perhaps a littl« more greenifli; the 
pain in making water, however, was now fo violent, thai I re- 
ceived to mitigate it by irjectii g fome lukewarm oil of almonds. 
By this it was greatly abated ; the running continued five days, 
the pain all the while growing remarkably lefs in the part affect- 
ed. But I now obferved very dillinctly a new inflammation tak- 
ing place lower down in the urethra, where I had felt nothing 
before, and where none of the injection had touched. This new 
inflammation began, as it feemed to me,^t the very border of 
the former, extending itself lower down in the urethra ; and was 
followed by a copious difcharee, attended with the fame fymp- 
toms as before, and continued for fix days ; at the end of which, 
all the fymptomswere greatly abated. But now, to my furprife, 
I feltdi,ftin£tly thefymptoms of a third inflammation taking place, 
extending from the border of the former about tke caput gallina- 
ginis to the very neck of the bladder, and attended by an ardor 
wrins, and copious difcharge like the preceding. At this I was 
ferioufly alarmed ; for I had conftantly injecled the warm oil of 
almonds three times a day. I perceived that the inflammation firft 
excited by the cauftic alkali was mofi evidently communicated 
from one part of the urethra to the other ; whence I was afraid, 
that an inflammation of the whole internal furface of the bladder 
might at length enfue, and be attended perhaps with dangerous 
confequences. In this fituation I continued betwixt hope and fear 
for about feven or eight days ; when I found atlaft, to my gr at 
fatisfacuon, this inflammation gradually abate, together with 
fhe difcharge, without pacing the limits of the urethra; and I 
was perfectly freed from every fymptom of thefe three diftinft 
gonorrhoeas, as I might call them, at the en.dof the fixth week. 
From this experiment upon myfelf, together with the above- 
mentioned obfervations, and from a very curious obfervation, 
fince related in a differtation published by Dr. Oettinger of Tubin- 
gen, where a difcharge from the urethra, apparently fimilar to 
that of a virulent gonorrhoea, was produced by the internal ufe 
of oliva oil, which had been wrung out of. red Turkish yarn, on 
which Jehad been poured before, the reader may judge, whether 
acrimonious fubftances, of a different kind from the venereal vi- 
rus, fuch as, cancerous ichor, or perhaps other ftimuli applied to 
the urethra, may not fometimes produce the fame fymproms as 
the cauftic did jn my experiment, and the oil in Dr. Oettincer'* 
obfervation. I certainly believe, thar runnings fimilar to a go- 
norrhoea from the venerea! virus, are fometimes produced from o- 
thercaufes, only perhaps with milder fymptoms, and of fhorter 
continuance ; tho' on myfelf I could not perceive any difference 
in the colour, confiftenc.?, or other ciicumfiances. And I now 
look upon the following fads as thoroughly eftablifhed, viz. i. 
That gonorrhoeas frequently arife from the fame venereal poifoo 

applied 
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applied to the infide of the urethra, which, when applied to the 
glans, prepuce, &c. produces Chancres, or when abforbed into the 
fyfkm, produces the lues ; and, 2. That there are gonorrhoea? 
which owe their origin either to acrimonious fubftances introdu- 
ced into the urethra ab extra, or perhaps fometirnes to a more vi- 
olent mechanical ftimulus arifing during coition, or from fome 
Other caufes hitherto unknown to us. Hence I divide the Blenr 
norrhagias, at leaft into two fpecies eflentially diftind from each 
other, viz. that arifing from the venereal virus, which I call 
Blenior/iagiafj/ph'liuca; and into thatarifing from other acr.id 
fubftances, towhichlgive the name of Blennorhagia ab acri, 
au.t ftimuto mechanico. By attending to this difference our prac- 
tice muft be regulated as long as we are not thoroughly acquaint- 
ed wi'h the nature of other caufes. It is owing to the negkd 
or ignorance of this^illindion, that we hear quacks daily extol- 
ling the pre-emii.enee of their noftrums or fecret injections for 
curing the gonorrhoea in a few days, while patients fometirnes 
complain of being kept bv ?he moft experienced phyficians for 
weeks together, though affeded with what they imagine to be 
the fame complain' - . 

The running which a gentleman of my acquaintance got fome 
years ago, notwithstanding, as he faid, he made ufe of the beft 
preventative of all, was undoubtedly not from a venereal caufe; 
and he may be equally well affeded in time to come with the 
fame complaint, though he now thinks himfelf fafc, by what he 
calk, doubling his precaution. 

The fimphfyphditic Bknnorrhagia ought further to be dif- 
tingujfhed from the complicated, or that accompanied with an 
ulcer in the urethra ; the latter admits no radical cure without the 
internal ufe of mercury, whereas the former feldum or never re- 
quires it. 

To the ignorance or negled of the diftindion between fyphi- 
litic gonorrhoeas and thofe arifing from other ftimuli,we are like- 
wife to afcribe the great difference among praditioners with re- 
gard to the mode of treatment. Some advife aftringents, while 
others are Iavifh in their praifes of emollients. Hence, even 
fome praditioners of eminence, having obferved that aftringent 
injections wereof fervice in fome cafes of gonorrhoea, even in 
the Mage of inflammation, recommend 'them to every patient af- 
feded with that complaint, but by no means with thefamefuc- 
cefsin all cafes. For, befldes violent pains in the whole courfe 
of the urethra, fwelied tefticles, an acute fuppreflion of urine, 
tec. which are the frequent effeds of thefe injedions, if thedif- 
eafe is of a fyphilitic nature, and efpecially in its inflammatory 
ftage, ftriduresin the urethra, of the moft troublefome and ob- 
ftinare~narure, are often the confequer.ee. By overlooking this 
neceffary diftindion, which applies to men as well as to women, 

the 
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|he health of the patient is not only endangered, but the happi* 
nefs* of married people has been deftroyed, and the friendflu'p be- 
twur the two fexes has been frequently broken without reafon. 
I Have c rtainly feen more than one inftance of this kind. 

I fh^.!! only add here one remark more. It is by moft people 
iraagu d aijd feveral medical writers have even publicly aflerted, 
that the malignity as they call it, or the virulence, of a gonor- 
rhoea, is a ways in proportion to the colour of the matter dif- 
eharged, and that as ioon as this colour changes into a white* 
one their discharge is no more infedicus. Hut this appears to me 
by far too general a conclufion ; for in fome perfons I have feen 
the matter retain its original fulphur colour to the very laft day* 
The more certain figns of the abatement of the virulence of the 
difeafe are, the celtation of the ardor urinx, and a capability of 
retaining the water as when in health ; the matter becoming Jefs, 
and of a thicker confidence, fo that it grows ropy, and may be 
drawn into threads between the fingers; and theabfer.ee of pain 
or titillation during eredions. The only certain figns, however,' 
of a radical cure of the gonorrhoea, and of a perfed fecurity of 
cot being aole ?o communicate the infedion, are, the entire celTa- 
tion of the running, ere&ions, and excretion of femen, without 
any kind of pain, ritiiiation, orhcatinthe urechra : and though 
in genera! we ma; aifurs our patients, the. change of the green- 
im yellow colour to a white one is not an unfavourable fign of 
the difeafe growing better, it is by no means a certain one of the 
verereal yirus being entirely eliminated. 

'Having thus fmifhed my confiderations about the natureand the 
; ent kinds of gonorrhoeas, we now proceed to 

The Method <>/ Cure, 

Here! muft take no'.ice of what I have eftablifhed before, tha$. 
every !<ind cffyiruleni gonorrhoea, or Blennorrhagia, is a local 
inflammation, excited by a peculiar poifon or fiimulus. If thij 
poifon be venereal, the following indications will naturally 
prefent themfelves ior all (yphilitic Blennorrhagias, viz. 

i. To remove the poifon, or, ifpoffible, to change its natures 

2. To defend r he tender parts from its virulence. 

3. To allay the irritation occasioned by it. 

Oily or mucilaginous injedions, combined with opium and the 
mild eft mercurial preparation, (ectn toanfvver all thefe different 
purpofo*. The 



* If we meet with patients who are prejudiced againft the ufe oF injeclion» 
andwishro heirea ed be internal medicines, we ortght re. acquaint them, 
thatthediieafemaybe cured equally well without any topical application; 
butthat it will then require, perhaps, a little longer lime, and the oblerv- 
ahecofa mor« cxa& regi.Jicn. 
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The internal ufe of the folutio Arabica, the emulfio amygda* 
Jina, or any other mucilaginous drink, taken largely, (with an 
anodyne draught ayt night according to circumftances), is al- 
ways ufeful, and for patients who have an averfion to injedt* 
ons abfolutely nece'Iary, 

If fymptoms of an inflammatory fever appear, bleeding may 
fpmetimes be ufeful ; but, in general, more fervice will be deri>» 
ved from topical evacuations of blood, and from em >llie. t aud 
fedative fomentations and poultices. On the other hand, when 
the patient is of a weak and irritable habit of body, the dif- 
charge v; j ry thin and copious, attended w T ith violent pain and a 
quick pulf-, I haye found the Peruvian baik, given i temally, 
according to circumftances, u. ith or without opium, more ufeful 
than the whole tribeofantiphlogiflics; butopium giver in emollh nt 
glyflers is fometimes particularly ufeful in fuch cafes. By the 
wfe of this medicine, the frequent painful elections are alfo 
much mitigated ; but their return ought, as much as poflible, to 
be prevented, by tying the penis down, lying on a matrafs pa 
the fide, and not in a warm feather bed on the back. If the 
erection is attended with a ftrangulation of the plans, the 
treatment laid down under the article Varaphymofis will be ne- 
ceflary. 

In order to prevent the more violent fymptoms of gonorrhoea* 
the patient ought, during its inflammatory Jtate, to ufe as lit- 
tle exercife as poflible, to wear a fufpenforiura fcroti from the 
beginning of the difeafe, and to keep the part affected as much 
poffrblefrom rha cold air. The fufperforium fcroti, or trufs-bag, 
may perhaps feem fuperfluous : but being fo little troublefome 
when well applied, and fo well calculated to prevent a fwellbg 
of the teRicl s, I never neglect to recommend it, efpecially ta 
thofe who have once laboured under this latter difeafe. — With 
refpeet to the regimen to be obferved in gonorrhoeas, much ex- 
ercife, external cold, high living, and drinking fpirituous liquors, 
ought, in general, carefully to be avoided by all patients ; but 
efpecially by thofe of a phlogiflic habit of body, as they general- 
ly fuffer more, and for a longer time, from this difeafe than 
others. Such patients fliould confine themfelves to a low diet» 
rather of the vegetable than of the animal kind ; they fhould eat 
no fupper, and drink nothing bur cooling mucilaginous liquids ; 
whereas thofe Of a different conftitution ate not to be retrained 
fo much. 

Neutral falts have been formerly recommended, to cool the 
blood, and to promote the fecretion of urine, by which it was 
thought to mitigate the inflammation, and aflift nature in the ex- 
pulhon of thevirus. But I have conftantly found that they are 
hurtful. They iucreafe the fecietion of urine, render it fharp?r, 

and 
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*i ^ thus augment the irritation, without producing any of th« 
good effecls aicribed to them. 

A prejudice in favor of purging in gonorrhoeas has alfo long 
prevailed. For this purpofe, fome have ufed the mild, and other* 
the more draftic kinds of purgatives ; but calomel, efpecially 
has been has been recommended to be given every two or threft 
days. Neither of thefe medicines have 1 ever feen to do good, 
but Frequently much harm. Befides their tendency to promote 
the abforption of the poifon into the fyftem, like improper in- 
jections, they often give rife to fwelled tefticles, difeafes of the 
proftare gland, fuppreflion of urine, ulcers of the urethra or 
bladder, Sto However, though purging is always improper, the 
body cuglu to bi kept open, fo that the patient may have a ftool 
t egulariy ; and I have no doubt that is partly owing to this im- 
provement o f 'our practice, that we now fo feldom obferve fymp- 
foms of the lues, or ulcers of the bladder, following a gonor- 
rhoea. 

Thus far with regard to the more general run of the diforder ; 
but venereal gonorrhoeas are not always fo fimple. Sometimes 
the poifon feems to be of a more exalted acrimony, or rather 
meet? with conftitutions of a more irritable nature ; or the 
fymptoms are frequently exafperated by improper treatment, or 
by neglect, of the above-mentioned rules. In this cafe the pati- 
ent feels a more violent heat and pain in making water, accom- 
panied with atenfion of the urethra, along its whole length ; a 
perpetual defire of making water, without being able to pafs 
more than a few fcalding drops at a time: frequent erections, 
with moft exquifite mooting pains throughout the whole length 
of the urethra, but more especially at the frxnum. Sometimes 
breaks of blood, or real blood, are difcharged with the urine ; 
and evident marks of an ulceration of the urethra makf! their ap- 
pearance. In this cafe, befides the above-mentioned remedies, 
the ufe of mercurial fumigations or frictions on the perinarum.and 
infide of the thighs, I have found to be one of the moft efficacious 
remedies. 

The fame treatment will prove ferviceabJe, if, by any caufe 
whatfoever, the difcharge of the venereal gonorrhoea, during 
itsinflammatoiy ftage, be fupprelTedor flopped, either by acrid 
•r aftringent injections, or even by the moft proper injections ap- 
plied in an improper manner, by draftic or repeated mild purges, 
by the premature ufe of turpentine or balfamics, by violent ex- 
ercife, andefpecially by catching cold in the part affeded. The 
virus feems to leave its natural feat under the frxnum, to fettle 
lower down, where the excretory duds ofthefeminal vefTels and 
proftate gland open into the urethra, and produces a fuelling ;a 
•ne or both tefticles ; or, if the virus has been driven (till lower 
down to the neck of rh* bladder, the patient, has a continual re- 
tire 
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fire to make water, without being able to pafs any, or only a 
few drops at a time. He is then often unable to Hand upright 
for a quarter of an hour ; and a total fuppre/Tion of urine is in 
this cafe frequently the confequence. In all thefe different pla- 
ces, the poifoa generally produces only a fuperficial inflamma- 
tion, though not unfrequentlyalfo, by its virulence, or want of 
a fuficient quantity of mucui to dilute it, an excoriation and- 
ulceration in the urethra take place, which then never fails to 
end in an obftinate gleet, and to be followed by a general infec- 
tion of the mafs. 

Ic fpeaking of the dreadful confequences of a fupprefTed or 
flopped venereal gonorrhoea, I muft not omit to mention a dif- 
eaie, perhaps the mod melancholy of all venereal complain tt 
whatever, I mean a violent kind of inflammation in one or both 
eyes, frequently accompanied witha difcharge of puriforrn mat- 
ter, entirely fimilarin colour and confidence to that of a gonor*- 
rhoea, and generally terminating in perfed blindnefs ; and in 
oth^r cafes inftead of an ophthalmy, a more or lefs perfed deaf-' 
nefs. Though I am by no means able to account for the origin of 
thofe complaints fuddenly following the fuppreflion of gonor- 
rhoeas, ef pec i ally from i eve re cold, (fori have never obferved 
thembutin very fevere climates and feafons), to which the pati- 
ent had been previoufiy expofed, I am convinced of the fa<ft. I 
iha! I f peak of it more fully below, under the head of Venereal 
Ophthalmy. 

The only remark I have to make here is, that all thefe complaints 
from repelled venereal gonorrhoeas, being very often attended 
with fuch unhappy confequences, an honeft man ought not to 
mind the opinion of others, but be guid&d in his conduct by ju& 
tice and confeience, and do every thing that poiiibly may be 
done to cure or relieve his patient. I therefore mention here, that 
I have tried m four cafes of fwelled tefticles and fuppreffioa of 
urine, arifingfroma retropulfed gonorrhoea, the inoculation oj? 
the venereal poifon, by means of a bougie, dipped into venereal 
matter and introduced into the urethra, with unexpected fuccefs. 

This being the cafe, I find myfelf bound not to conceal it, 
though I may poflibly be blamed for it. We are confulted for 
giving relief ; and confequently fulfil our duty, at \^j0f by of- 
fering a remedy, which the patient has always in his power to 
accept or refufe. 
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CHAP. in. 
On Gleets (B l i n n o r r n o e a.) 

A Continued running after the inflammatory fymptoms of a 
gonorrhoea have for fome time difappeared, is commonly 
called a Glee Blennorkosa, or Gonorrhoea inveterate, or benign a ; 
% -ame merely relative to the former, which i* called Gonorrhoea 
jnuVgna or vlrulenta. 

G cets. arife chiefly from two caufes : ill, From iirnplc relax- 
ations of the mouths of the veffels, which had been irritated, in- 
flamed, and thereby loll fomewhat of tht-ir contractile power ; 
or, 2dly, From an uJceration, or an erofion in fome part -of the 
urethra. To the former I pave, with more propriety I think, 
the name BUnnorrnoea /implex, and th6 latter I called Blennvr- 
rhoza complicata* See the Nofological Table at the end of this 
chapter. 

In the former kind, after the inflammation and irritation occa- 
sioned by the gonorrhoea have fubfided, theveffels, from wh 
that difcharge proceeded, continue to pour out either master of 
the fame-puriiorm appearance, or only a clear kind of mucus, in 
a preternarural quantity. Sometimes a gleet begins to appear af- 
tercoition, exercife, or free living, though i 
the preceding gonorrhoea had entirely difappeared fome days os 
Weeks before. 

Gleets of this kind are for the moll part, only a IocjJ complaint, 
the fimple remains of a gonorrhoea not perfectly cured ; but 
thofe of the fecond kind may be coofidered as, the remains of a 
very violent or complicated gonorrhoea, generally accompanied 
with an infection of the body. 

Hence it appears, that the nature and feat of gleets may be as 
Various as thofe of gonorrhoeas ; but according to the place where 
they are lltuated, the time they have continued, and the caufs 
by which they are produced, the method of cure mull be dif- 
ferent, and becomes more orlefs difficult find complicated* 

Thofe gleets are moll eafiiy cured wJiich have their feat in tl » 
uretnra under the fmium : thofe originating from ulcers of the 
urethra, and which have continued for fome time, are much more 
obftinate; and thofe arifing from erofions of the excretory duels 
of the feminal reticles, or prollate gland, or from ulcers of the 
bladder, are the moll llubborn of any. In general, the further 
back gleets are lltuated in the urethra, the more apt they are to 
produce a difficulty in making water, or flridures a::.d fuppref- 
flon of urine ; and the more difficult, in general, proves theif 
cure. 

I have always found thofe gleers which fucceed a fimple go- 
#orrhcea to be mer'elya local difcafe,. and to owe their exiftenc? 

D 
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iofely to a relaxation of the fmal! veflels after the inflamma. 
has fubfided. But fuch gleets as arife after a violent qj ill-treat- 
ed gonorrhoea, are generally accompanied with an excoriation 02 
ulceration of the urethra. In this cafe, the venereal poifon Jjas 
beer, generally abforbed, and the mafs is of confequence more or. 
lefi infected. 

As it is of the utmeft importance, though fometimes extreme- 
ly difficult toafcertain thefe points, I fhall endeavour to enume- 
rate the moll remarkable fymptoms by which it may be known. 
whether there is any ulceration in the urethra. They are fhort- 
ly as follow : 1. Streaks of blood in the mucus, or real blood 
discharged, during the inflammatory ftage of the gonorrhoea, as 
above mentioned ; but more efpeci ally after the violence of the 
inflammation has abated. 2. Heal purulent, or thin ichorous 
matter difcharged in a greater or lefs quantity from the urethra. 
3. A pain confined to one part of the urethra ; but felt more 
particularly upon introducing the catheter, or prefling on the 
urethra externally. 4. A.n acute pain in one particular place of 
the urethra, felt efpeci ally inpafiing the laft drop of urine, or 

the emiflipn of femen Though all thefe pretty plainly 

indicate an ulcer, its exiftence will be much more confirmed, if 
the preceding fymptoms of inflammation have been very high, 
if the patient has been improperly treated, or even, as I have 
fometimes feen, if the urethra has been wounded by a mif-r 
management of the fyringe, or a rude application of the cathe- 
ter, during the inflammatory il arc. 

By not attending to thefe marks, which fufficiently point out 
the exiflence of an ulcer in the urethra, we (hall be often difap- 
pointed in the cure. Whenever, therefore, we are confulted 
about gleets, our full bufinefs fliould be, to examine whether they 
aiife merely from relaxation, or from an ulceration in the urethra; 
arc in this latter cafe, whether it is an universal or only a local 
difeafe. If an ulcer has taken place, it will be neceffary, in 
oi' J erto form a proper prognofis, toafcertain the place of that 
iteration in the urethra. 

When the difeafeis merely local, it may be cured either by to- 
pical aftringent applications, or by internal corroborating or bal- 
farnic remedies, or bv the union of both, The belt topical reme- 
di I have found, are injections made of white vitriol diffolved in, 
water, and mixed occafionalv with fome grains of calx of lead, 
or I olus Arm*na ; or injections prepared with calomel fufpended 
in water, or in fome mucilaginous fluid ; or a folution of blue 
vitriol, ofallum, or of verriigreafe ; each of which may in cer T 
tain circumftances be ufeful. Of the internal remedies recom- 
mended for the fame pur,pofe, I fh all f peak hereafter. 

If thedifea r e i< univerfal, i. e. accompanied with an infeftio* 
of the whole fyitem, a* is moil generally the cafe where there 15 

3& 
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&n ulceration of the urethra, wetnuft,,befides topical rem, 
have reeourfe to thofe appropriated to the cure oi the lues i 
In this cafe, it is hnpoffibleto cure the gleet till we have firit pu- 
rified the mafs. After this is Jons, or while it is yet do: 
Tiaye found a Solution of fubli mate and litharge in vinegar, dili 
\vith a fufficient quantity of water, and injeued two or three 
times a-day, a moil excellent remedy. 

.With regard to injeaions in general, I (Wmake two material 
,eofervations, the neglect of which may fometitues oV.cafion our 
being difappointed in a cure, even though the befl. remedies are 
ufed. ;> The fyringe made ufe of for this purpofe iKou'ld have moit 
.but wide pipe, juft fo large that its orif.ee may go into the orifice 
of the urethra, and the pifion ought to to apply clofe to thefides 
of the tube. If the whole pipe of the fyringe be much fmaihx 
than the orifice of the urethra, it is attended with two con; 
able difadvantages : the ffrft is, that with a fmall pipe, efpeci* 
ally if not perfectly frnooih, trie patient eafJy wounds the ini « 
of the urethra, thereby rendering himfelf liable to an ulceration 
of the part, and confequent abforption of the poifon. The fe- 
cond is, that the liquid injected, iniiead of going, into th« cavity 
'of the urethra* will, in proportion as the patient preflfes thecif- 
ton, run qutudeways through the orifice of the urethra, li the 
'pifton itfelf does not apply clofely to the fides of the fyringe, 
even if the pipe is fufficiently large, fo that it perfectly clofe* 
the orifice of the urethra, theliquor will ft ill regurgitate bet\ 
the pifton and fyringe, in/lead of. going into the urethra; and 
thusthe patient may imagine that he has injected the liquor pro- 
perly, when perhaps very little has entered. But though the fy- 
ringe be property made, and at the fame lime the moft careful in-* 
ftrudions be given, the patient does very often perform she ope- 
ration in fuch an aukwafd manner, that no good effect fellows.. 

A fyringe properly made, (hould.be applied clofely and eXa&K* 
to the orifice of the urethra ; fo that, by the conic form of its 
pipe, all paflTige may be denied to the liquid- betwixt it and the 
fides of the urethra. If the diforder lies in the uiual original feai 
of gonorrhoeas, viz. juft under the fiamum, the patient mould, 
with one hand, comprefs the urethra ar the firA curvature of tins 
penis, where the fcrotum begins, while he holds and manages 
the fyringe with tho fingers of the other. The pifion, w I 
ihould always fit clofe, but Hide eaiily, Ought then to be pi 
foftly and flowly, till he feels the urethra gently dilated, and 
thus keep the liquid injeded for a minute or two in the uretln; , 
Repeating the fame operation three or four times. By a rafh c 
long continued preffure of the pifton, the irritation produce I 
thereby in the urethra often does more harm than the injection 
can do good. 

By attending to thefe dfreftioirc, a double advantage is ob- 

U 



28 ON GLEETS. 

t-ainsdt. The liquid is properly applied to the parr affected, at 
the fame time that no danger is incurred of driving fome of the 
venereal poifon lower down the urethra along with the injec— 
lei liquid ; but this precaution is unneceffary, if the feat oi thfl 
diforder is lower tiown. 

With refpect to the liquid itfelf, it mould always, in cafes of 
virulent gonorrhoea, be made luke-warm 5 but in gleets this. is 
rot neceifary. In gonorrhoeas, if th: liquid is too cold or too 
Warm, it may eafily hurt the patient, either by driving back the 
matter, or ifjcreafing the inflammation. In many instances alfo 
the liquid ought to dc well fhaken before ir is injected. It m«y 
eafily 02 made warm, by putting a tea-cup half full info a bafon 
bfhot water. In all cafes, before any injection is applied, the 
patient mould attempt to make water. 

.The othsf obfervarions I have to make is, that young men la- 
bouring under g he ts, after having for fome time made ufe of in» 
jecuons, and fi ,ding themfelves considerably better, will grow 
carelefs in the application, and even fometimes neglect the injec- 
tion altogether for a day or half a day. The confequer.ee of this 
is fometimes difagreeable : and I have feen- feveral inftances, 
where, by neglecting to ufe the injection for a fingle day, the 
running has been greatly augmented, as if it had been a frefh gleet; 
aid the relapfe being more ob ft in ate than the original difeafe, 
the p ive been obliged to continue the injections for more 

ks, than perhaps it would have required days to cure the dift 
temper, had they continued the ufe of them without interrup- 
tion. 

In general, in order to prevent any danger of a relapfe, I ordej 
my patients to apply the injections three, four, or, according to 
circutfftances, fixtimes a-da* during the difeafe, and toconri-* 
nue the fame regularly for ten or twelve days after the running 
has entirely ceaftd, ——Syringes of a different kind are required 
/omen, if we wi Hi to fee any good effects produced by the 
injections adminiftered t-> them, as I (hall mention below, under 
the ankle of Venereal Ulcers. 

Befides injections, bougies will often be of great fervice in 
gleets, efpeeia'ly where the ulcer has its feat in the lower part of 
the urethra. They may be ufed either alone r or in conjunction 
with proper injections. They mould be kept in, for the firil 
three or four days, only for a quarter or haif an hour at a time, 
until thj patient is Co accuMomed to them that he can bear them 
longer; and then rhey may be kept in for feveral hours in the 
morning and evening, or during the whole dav and night. It 
muft be left entirely to the judgment of the-phyfician to determine, 
whether th: bougies to be employed mould be of an irritating or 
fedative qualty ; the circumltances of the cafe will point out 
whether tfaofc of th« faxmeror lattej: kind ars neceifary. It mufl 
• however, 



C N G L t E T S. 2 j 

t&toever, be rerharnbered, that before the application of bougie*, 
as well as injections, the patient ought always to attempt to 
make water, in order to give time to the remedy to produce its 
effects on the part affected* If the application of the bougie 
produces, as I have fometimes obferved, a tenfion and pain in 
Hie fpermatic cord, or a fwelling of the tefticle, its ufe muft be 
omitted for a few days. Thiseffed I have fometimes alloiound 
to be produced by the ufe of too large a bougie, and to be re- 
moved by changing it for a fmaller one ; in geneial, fmall bou- 
gies fhould be pr:f^rred to large ones in the beginning. 

Should webedifappcinred in our expectations of a cure, citheir 
by the ufe of bougies, or injections of the above-mentioned kind, 
it will be proper to injed fuch liquids as may excits; an irritati- 
on and inflammation in the urethra, efpecially in the aifetted 
part. Thefe have often been attended with fpecefs after the 
bed aftringents have failed. For this purpofs, we m.ty ufe an 
injection made with fublimage and litharge, or a fimplt folutioa 
of fublimate in water, or a large dofe of calomel fulpc-nded in 
fome mucilaginous lienor. 

Ic has been obferved by Dr. Guillen, that obftinats gleets have 
fometimes been Cured by violent and long continued ex;rcife on 
fcorfe-back ; fueh as a journey from Edinburgh to London : end 
it is probable that this cure is produced by exciting an inflamma- 
tion in the parts, as the injedions juft now recommended are apt 
to do. Gleets have fometimes been cured by roition ; which 
may be accounted for on the fame principles : but this is a re- 
medy which can never be recommended by the noneft prcsciitioner; 
becaufe gleets are often infectious, and the venereal dif.a'e wou:d 
by thefe means certainly be comrounicated^to a healthy woman ; 
or, if fhe was not healthy, the man would not only run the risk 
of getting afreih gonorrhoea, but even the lues iuelf, ii his gleet 
Was owing to an ulcer in the urethra. 

Befides the above-mentioned remedies, fome others may be ap- 
plied in gleets of the more obflinate kind, fuch as the tinciura 
cantharidum internally, or injections of oil of turpentine, of m- 
fufion of galls, &c. and I have been informed by a friend, that 
he once faw a defperate glejt cured by iujeding the tincture of 
ipecacuanha, and fome other cafes where a fmall electrical (hock 
through the urethra produced a cure. I can fay nothing u ith re- 
gard to the effects of thefe remedies, having never had occaiioa 
to try them. 1 mention them only becaufe we are fometimes 
at a lofs for medicines in very obilinate complaints of this 
kind. . 

Bathing" in cold water has alfo been recommended in obili- 
nate gleets, and I have feen it fometimes produce very good ef- 
fects, but, in two oc three cafes, I have feen it ss eertaialy in- 
ereafe the running. The fame effect has been alio obferved by 

otheii* 
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others. Sea-bathing is very beneficial ; as likewife warning th« 
genital parrs with cold water, either by i cf elf or mixed with 

vinegar. 

There are threekinds of intern ,1 remedies madeufeof in gleets j 
each of which may be ufed, either alone, or combined, as cir- 
cumftances may require, with or without the local applications 
above-mentioned. Thefe are. 

i. A courfe of mercurials. This is always necefTary where 
the difeafe arifes from an ulcer of the urethra, efpecially of a 
long ftanding, or where a general infection has taken place. In 
fueh cafes', pills made of "turpentine and mercury are often very 
prop t. 

2. Balfamics. Of thefe the moft commonly ufed is the balfa- 
mum copiaba. Of this the parienf mav take from fifty to one 
hundred drops in a draught of coid water, once a-day at noon, 
or twice a-day, evening and morning. Immediately after the 
balfam, from twenty to fifty drops of elixir vitrioli acidurri 
fliould be taken, in the fame quantity of water, to render the 
former lefs difagreeable to the ftomach. Haifa drachm of pure 
turpentine, or a drachm of balfamurri traumaticum, often an* 
fwers the purpofe of the copaiba extremely well. I knew a cafe ? 
where a very large quantity of copaiba balfam wasfw allowed at 
once by a young man, who was thereby radically cured of a moft 
inveterate and obftinate gleet. 

5. Corroborants. Among thefe the Fermi n bark in powder. 
or infufed in red wine, or, which is fometimes better, infufed in, 
lime water, together with or without fome other powerful af- 
tringent, will Sometimes prove effectual when all other remedies 
have failed. After all, however, our utmoft endeavouis to cure 
an inveterate gleet will fometimes be in vain ; and there have 
been iuftanees where nature herfelf has effected a cure in time, 
after the unfuccefsful and tedious exhibition of the moft power- 
ful remedies. 

Obftifrate gleets fometimes originate, as mentioned above, 
From a fingular caufe of which we have fome examples in ana- 
tomical collections. This is, when two ulcers of the urethra 
happen to be nearly oppofire to each other. In this cafe; 
fome parts of them will inofculate with each other, producing 
a kind of bands acrofs the urethra, with a fmall ulceration be- 
low. Thus not only a mofl obitinate running, baffling all me- 
dicines, isproduced, but a difficulty of making water frequent- 
ly takes place, and an impoflibility of making it but in a very; 
fmall ftrcam, or not at all. The only remedy in this cafe, if 
we have fome reafon for fufpefting this caufe, is the chirurgical 
operation; though in fome cafes, where the bands are not too 
firong, they might perhaps be broke, by applying a probe or 
catheter. Whether or noj tbe following cafe of a very trouble- 
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fome and obftinate gleet belongs to this clafs, I have my read" 
cis to judge. 

Some years ago I was confuted by a nobleman concerning a 
gleet, with which he had been afFeited for about ten years, and 
Jbr which he had confulted the phyficians and furgeons in feve- 
lal countries. Sometimes it ftoppjd forfeveral days ; then came 
on again of itfelf, efpecially alter riding on horfeback, or coi- 
tion. At fuch rimes he always feltfome uneafinefs, and the next. 
^ay a little running, which went off, till the fame caufe was 
repeated ; which rendered him very uneafy, efpecially as he in- 
tended to marry. Upon examining the patient, 1 found the dif- 
order feated down in the urethra, about the place called by ana- 
tomies the Qaput gillinaginjs. Every internal and external re- 
medy, that I knew of, wasapplied, without effecting a radical 
cure. I took the difeafe to be a Cdlious ulceration ; and, on 
this fuppofition, he wore bougies for eight or ten weeks without 
the leaft effect. BL'ing obliged to continue my travels, 1 left him 
very little the better lor what I had done ; at the fame time ad- 
vifing him, as he intended to go to Paris, to confult there who- 
ever he could expect any benefit from. The refult, as he after- 
wards informed me by letter, was as follows. " After my ar- 
** rival at Paris, I confulted, according to your advice, all the 
'•' medical men of eminence in that city, who rendered me more 
" uneafy about my diforder than I had ever been before, by 
*' their different opinions of the caufe, nature, and cure of it. 
*' Someadvifed me to a new mercurial courfe - % others, prefcribed 
*' different internal and external remedies. I (Hewed them all the 
5' preferiptions fucccfiively tried by you; they Teemed rather 
" aftonifhed, that none of them, after a fair trial, had fucceed- 
** ed. However, fome new injections and internal remedies 
il were ordered, rather I think to 'atisfy me for my money, than 
" in hopes of doing me any real fervice ; indeed I 'was for three 
*.' or four months entirely in the fame condition as when I firft 
V came to Fan's. But, furprizing it may fearo to you ! the lafl 
" perfon whom T confulted upon recommendation, feemedtome 
" the moft ignorant I had applied to : he faid he was obliged to 
" examine the paffage ci the urethra with a catheter, in order 
'-* to afcertain the place, &c. He accordingly -applied it; ic 
" went in as ufual very readily, till it came to the feat of the 
" diforder, where it met with the fame obilacle it had always 
«' done, which I had before told him of ; notwithstanding this, 
" he endeavoured to pu/h it further. I told him it gave me ex- 
" cefllve pain : but he preffed it imprudently on, and it went 
* l through ; upon which fome blood immediately run cut of the 
*' urethra. This, as itfeemed, much frightened him: he ask- 
" edrny pardon, withdrew his inflrument, took his fee, and de- 
" parted* but left me much diffatisfied for employing him. I 

expected 
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Ci expected I ihould be worfe the next day, and fuffer much from. 
** his uaskilful conduct : but, quits the reverfe, I have beea 
** from any diforder thefe two months part ;I ride on horfeback, 
'* and enjoy a woman, without finding any ill eife&s from 
44 th^m ; and therefore think myfelf radically cured. The 
'* friendfhip I owe you, for the trouble you took on my account, 
** obliges me to ftate to you this particular cafe, which maybe 
'* of ufe to you, and which you perhaps can better account for 
" than thofe I have fnce confulted." 

Gleets arifing from deep and large erofions of the moutht 
of the feminal duds, or excretories of the proftate gland, 
as alfo thcfe which originate from ulcers of the bladder, are very 
often incurable ; or if they do admit of a cure, a particular con- 
federation of the nature and treatment of fuch cafes would exceed 
ihe limits o( this treatife. 

In ail inveterate and obftinate gleets, which have their feat 
lov dovn in the urethra, we mould carefully examine the pro- 
Irate gland ; for to a difeafe of this part they frequently owe 
their origin. If the gland (hall be found pnternaturally f welled 
and hard after a mercurial courfe, repeated bliilers applied to the 
perirarim, with large dofes of the infpiflated juice of coniunt 
inaciilatu'Ji, Lin. I have feen in fome inftances attended with 
iuccefs where all other remedies had failed. 

Of rhetroatment of gleets combined withftridures, viz. with 
more oriels difficulty in making water, I rauft refer to the chap-. 
tizi on Ifchuri/. 

Gleets which arife either from a weaknefs, relaxation, or fome- 
tisnses perhaps from too great an irritability of the ducts above- 
mentioned, are propeily called by the name of Gonorrhoea Cfiux- 
nsfcminis). In thefe cafes, a real femen is difchargcd, fome- 
times without erection, or any fenfationof pleafure : and is ei- 
ther continually dripping off, oris evacuated at times by debili- 
tating nocturnal or diurnal pollutions. Sometimes it is difcharg- 
ed only on going to ftcol, when the hard frees, during their 
paffage in the rectum-; prefs on the feminal veficles and proftate 
gland, and thus force the relaxed orifices of their excretory ducts. 
This diforder, however, does not arife. from any venereal infec- 
tion, and but feldom from the abufc of venery. Its moll general 
eauf- is matfurpation, and therefore comes not within my plan 
atprefent. It requires a molt prudent and careful treatment; 
otherwife the patient will fall a victim to that kind of confump- 
t\-vx which we call with, Hippocrates, Tabes dorfalis. Whe- 
ther the diforder mentioned in the OldTeltament, was a gonor- 
rhoea of this kind, or of a different nature, I dare not, as I havs 
already mentioned, take upon me to determine. 
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the two preceding Chapters. 

Oaf. Locales. 
Ord. Phlogofes. 

Genus, .BLKNNORRHAGIA. AngUs, Clap: Gtrmanls, Txip- 
per: Guilts, -Chaude-piffe ; Italis, Gonorrhoea. 

Character inviris. Tuillatio przeipue in urethra: parte anteri- 
ore fub frznulo ; fubfequente poit biduum aut quatriduum, 
phlogofi locali, cum ardore et dolore in mingendo ; gece- 
dente ftillicidio maceriei purlfororis ex urethra ; corpore ca- 
vernofo urethra: praeterhaturaliter turgefceate, plerumque 
cum eredionibus merabri yirilis folito fregueatioribus dolo- 
rificis. 

In Fceminis* Titillatio ad orifkium vagina externum ; fub- 
fequente port biduum aut quatriduum dolore, rubore et tu- 
more prarernaturali przeipue (ad rapham) prope commif- 
furam labiorum vulva: infesiorem ; accedente ardore et dolo- 
re ejufdem partis in mingendo ; cum ftillicidio materiel pu- 
riformis ex vulva. 
Gonorrhoea, 
Gonorrhoea virulenta 1 

Gonorrhoea maligna f „ 

r-~ ~ u > auciorum, 

Gonorrhoea venerea f 

Fluor albus venereus, f. malignus I 

Leucorrhoea venerea 

Varied ratione fedis. 

Blennorrhagta balani, vulgo gonorrhoea {Materia f.uente, 
fpuria J ex glande. 

urethralis j ex urethra. 



■ — - veficalia ! e vefica. 



labialis j elabiis vulva\ 

vaginalis ■ e vagina. 

uterina I ex utero. 

nafalis w^naribus. 



Species funt, 



Blennorhagia fyphilitica, 

a. Simplex. 

b, Complicate, f. ulcerofo, - 
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g. A viru fyphilitico e mafia depofito. 
Blennorrhagia abacri externo applicato. 
Blennorrhagia a ftimulo interno applicato. 
Blennorrhagia a cancrouteri aut vagina?. 
Blennorrhagia arthrkica. 

Sequela Blennorrhagia eft. 

BLENNORRHOEA. Angth, Gleet: Germanis, Nachtrip- 
per, weifler Flufs : Gal/is, Gonorrhee inviteree. 

Character. Stillicidium humoris puriformis, aut muci Iimpidi, 
ex urethra in viris, ex onficio vagina; in feminis praeterna- 
turalis, firielibidine aut dyfuria. 

Gonorrhoea benigna 

Gonorrhoea invcteratai 

Fluor albus benignus 

Leucorrhoea 



audorum, 



Variat ratione Jedis ut Blennorrhagia. 

Species praclico notaiu neceffariae funt, 

Blennorrhoea fimplex, a relaxatione vaforura. 
Blennorrhoea complicata : 

a. cum ulcere. 

b. cum fcirrho proftat*. 

Sequels Blennorrhagia fjphiVuic a ret ropul fee funt : 

Tumor tefliculorum. 
Ifchuria urethrals. 
Bubo. 

Ophthalmia. 
Dyfeccea. 

Fluxus puriformis exoculis. 
" — ex auribus. 

.. e r.aribus. 

Syphilis. 

Genus: GONORRHOEA. 

Character. Excretio feminis aut muci proftata preternatural 
lis, cumvel fine ere&ioneetlibidine ; accedente dolore lum-, 
borum et atrophia. 

Gonorrhoea } 

Pollutio no&umadebilitans > au&orum.' 

Excretio feminis involuataria j 

Species 
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Species funt : 

Gonorrhoea a relaxione vaforum. 

Gonorrhoea ab ulcere aut erofione duduum excretoricrum 

proftata: et veficularum feminaliuro. 
Gonorrhoea a uimia irritabi.litate, potiiEmuro per .?•., 

ftuprationem induda.. 



CHAP. IV. 
On the Venereal Swelling of the Teftichs. 

WHEN a Clap has been treated either by improper medi- 
cines, or the patient labouring under it ufes too viol 
exercife, or efpeeially if he catches cold in the part affeded, by 
expofing it to a ftream of air, or by wafhing it with col 
one and fometirnes both tefticles^begin to fwell, olten to an e- 
norrtious ftze, attended with all the fymptoms of a local ii.fhm- 
rnation ; to which an irritation of the whole mal\, and a vio- 
lent fever, not unfrequently fucceed. This difeafe is called a 
Swelled Tefticle, and fometirnes, though/very improperly, aKc.r- 
nia humoral is. 

Previous to the fwelling, the running of the clap partly or en- 
tirely ceafes ; but fometirnes this will only happ«n, at leaft to 
an obf^rvable degree, a day or two after, th.3 fwelling hai ac- 
tually appeared* 

That the fwelling acd fymptoms of this inflammation are 
produced, in that cafe, merely by the irritation o£ the poifon 
lodged lower down in the urethra, at the place where the ex- 
cretory duds of the fernir»al veficles open, and not (as was fup- 
pofed formerly, for want of anatomical knowledge of theco 
of the lymphatics) from an abforption of the poifon, and tranf- 
poficion of the gonorrhoea to the tefticle itfelf, is now generally 
admitted j and will perhaps be more evident from the obferva- 
tions which I fhall lay down upon the, nature and feat of this 
diforder, and from, the method of treatirent which I found the 
moft fuccefsfiil for this complaint. 

Hitherto it hgs been the general opinion, that the tefticle it- 
felf is always the featof this diforder. Eur. upon a more clofe 
attention and inquiry, I find, firfi. 7. hat the teiiicle itfelf is ne- 
ver fwelled, or in the leaft afftded,, in. the beginning of this , 
complaint ; but that theonly affeded and fwelled partis th.tepi- 
didymii, which every man may eafily convince himfelf of by ?, 
careful examination. I faid, the teiiicle is never in the kzfc, 
affected in the beginning/, prfor the firi^fiye er fix 
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it becomes affedted aftei wards, it is merely owing to the pre* 
poftetous treatment, zdhj, I -have constantly obferved, that the 
iever which frequently attends this complaint, elpecially in ir-> 
ritable conftitutions, is never a primary diforder, but only con- 
comitant to, or the confequence of, this local irritation ; and 
that for thisreaion, by the method mentioned hereafter, it is al— 
in oft generally in the power of the phy/lcian, if called upon in 
time, to prevent any fever taking place. 

In what manner this fwelling of the epididymis is produced by 
the irritation of the venereal poifon, retropulfed to the lower' 
part of the urethra, I think unneceflary here to explain : but we- 
lee clearly, from the caufe afiigned, how it happens, that, after 
the fwelling of one tefticle is gone, the other is fometimes at-' 
tacked ; and that, after a fupprefiion of urine from a retropul- 
fed gonorrhoea, is removed, fometimes a fwelling of the tefticles 
strifes. This is owing to the tranfpofition or change of place of 
the poifon. It will further appear, from the nature of this dif- 
order, why a man who has been once affecTed with a fwelled - 
tefticle is foeafily affected with the fame diforder a fecond time.- 
But in ordetfto eflablifh a more rational and effectual method of 
cure of that Complaint, than has been hitherto pradifed, I muft 
dbferve, that this fwelling is owing to the irritation of the poi- 
fon tranfpofed to a different place in the urethra, and not to the 
teft'icle itfelf ; and, fecondly, that it is not an inflammation- of 
thetefticle, as has bscn hitherto generally believed, but only a 
fwelling of the epididymis. This I have found to be the cafe in 
all my patients ; and faw it particularly confirmed in two cafes 
where a f welling of the fame kind was brought on by the finf- 
ple application of a larger bougie, and cured without any other 
remedy than by leaving off the ufe of the bougie ; which fhtws" 
befides, that any irritation of the mouths of the excretory dutfs 
of the feminal veficlej may bring on this difeafe*. 

Having mentioned thefe obfervations about the nature and rife 
of a complaint which is fometimes attended with very difagree- 
able confequences, I fhallfirft lay down fuch rules as I found by 
experience fhe moft fuccefsful to avoid it ; and then proceed to 
the obfervations I made, to cure it when it has taken place. 
To 

* There is another fpeciesofthis diforder mentioned by Come Writer?, viz.. 
an inflammation o^thc refticle, aiifi'ij; from feme of the venereal poifon be- 
ing depoiucd there from the mafs. This kind of difeafe never came under 
my obterv^ation, and I therefore can lay nothing about it. We are alio 'old, 
that a fwelled reftlcle anfes rora'ctimcs'from venereal ulcers of the glans being 
dried up: hue neither do I recoiled o have obfcrve.l an?, cafe of this kinds 
thou.'.-.h i have feen a patient, who, two years ago, -vca> aHcfled with a fwelled 
teftille, which being impropiily treated, brou^htona iiffulain ano. This 
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. To avoid a fweUingofthis kind, every' thing that is apt to 
Isnng on a retropulfion of the clap ought to be carefully avoided. 
Suah are, acrid aftringent injections, wafl>ing the penis with 
cold water, &c. or expofing it to the cold air, as for exar 
rr.aking water in a ftxeet where a cold wind blows ; violent a- 
ercife of any kind ; the prepoftetous ufe of balfamics, internal- 
ly or externally j repeated purges, orvenery; which points at- 
tended to carefully, together with the wealing of a bag-uuP-, 
from the beginning of any clap whatever, have effectually fc i 
ed my patients from this diforder. Not one of them v. 
plied with the rules juft mentioned ever was affected with this 
difeafe. 

Hut w T e generally find our patients not Co compilable, or 
are called in toluch, who having been treated without any at- 
tention to thofe rules, are already aifetfed with the fwell 
Thofe require our companion, and the ir&mediate application of 
every means poilible to relieve them. 

Thecaufe of the diforder, as faid above, being an irritation 
of the mouths of the excretory duds of the feminal veficles, irom 
the venereal poifon having taken its feat at th<< caput • 
nis, our endeavours, in order to do-fomething effectually foi 
patient, muff be, firft to allay the irritation, and then to i 
the poifon to its former original feat, that is, re-eita 
running ; both which to obtain, I found the following me 
to be raoft efficacious. 

If the pulfe be accelerated, full, and ftrcng, he is to be bk 
immediately ; and a good quantity of blood is to be taken irom 
him; regard, however, to be had to his constitution, and o 
circumlfances. If there be no irritation in the fyftem, or o 
moderate degree of it, bleeding is unneceffary, (and this will 
nearly always the cafe, if we are called in fcon at th» commence- 
ment of the diforder,); being convinced, fromrepe arva- 
tion, thatafever in this complaint is never an original difj 
but brought on only in conference of the irritation pf thofe de- 
licate parrs. 

To the fwelling a common poultice of bread and milk, with 
a little oil, or, according to circumflances, fugar of lead, ha 
been recommended bv fome writers, but ha\ir.g teen lo little 
effect from this applieaiion, I have not ior many ye3ss t 
ufe of it. Inftead of a poultice, I order fill a glyiier to be ap- 
plied, to evacuate the fzces, if the patient had not a natural iiool; 
and then I advife him, if his ficuation will allow of it, to lit 
for half an hour in a warm emollient bath. If he cannot have 
that convenience, I place him in a perforated chair, upon the 
fleam of hot water, for the fame length of time ; previoufly fuf- 
pending his tefticles. From thence he is to be carried to bed, 
and a dry bag-trufs is immediately applied, in. order to keep the 

reticles 



$» VENEREAL SWELLING 

tefticles conftantly fufpended, as their hanging down produces or 
contributes to their irritation. A wa»m poultice may be alio ap- 
plied to the penis, in order to bring on the running again; or, 
in other words, to determiae the retropulfed matter from itsnew 
feat to come back to the old one. But what I found principally 
to be relied on is, toadminiftera full dofe of opium, or according 
to circumftances, a glyfter, made of equal quantities of linfeed 
oil and barley-water, with a full dofe of laudanum, to be injec- 
ted, and occafionally repeated. He muft keep a low diet, drink 
nothing but barley-water, or an emuliion of almonds. 

To this method cf treating fwelied tefticles by opium, which 
to my knowledge is new, I was led, about ten years ago, by a 
Angular circumftanceof a particular friend of mine, which 1 think 
tmneceiTary to relate ; and I have fince ieen fo good and fpeedy 
effects from it, that I now conftantly make ufe of it. I have had 
many inftances, where, by thefe means, the fwelling and pain 
of the tefticle were removed, and the running brought on, in the 
fpace of twenty-four or forty-eight, hours; and in thofe cafes 
where it had not that effect fo foon, it always greatly relieved 
the patiant, and prevented a fever. In all more obftinate cafes, 
I conftantly obferve, that the fymptoms of irritation, and the 
fwelling, did never quit the pa; '..at till the running of the clap. 
came on again ; biu the moment this latter took place, the pa^- 
tient found himfelf relieved of the pain of the tefticle, and the 
fwelling gradually difappeared. To aftift nature in its benefici- 
al efforts, the opium internally, or in an emollient glyfler, is 
to be repeated every twenty-four hours ; the parts to be expo-, 
fed twice or three times a-day, for a quarter or half an hour, to 
the fleam of hot water or mil!< ; warm poultices to be conftant- 
ly applied to the penis ; and the accumulation of farces in the 
rectum to be prevented, by a common glyiler, occafionally re- 
peated. By proceeding thus, we mall generally have the fatis- 
faction to cure, in a few days, a difeafe which, by a different 
method of treatment, often requires many weeks to get the bet- 
ter of. 

According to circumftances, foroe other more efficacious means, 
to re-eftablifh the running the fooner, if the fymptoms of the 
fwelling feem dangerous, might likewife be tried, and applied 
as mentioned above. The re-eftablifhedclap ought to be treated 
afterwards in the common manner ; taking care to give no oc- 
casion to a new retropulfion, which in fuch cafes eafily takes 
place a fecond time. 

lithe fwelling has been treated improperly, it frequently hap- 
pens that one or both tefticles grow hard ; and the difeafe is 
then commonly called a Schirrous Tefticlc. In all thofe cafes I 
conftantly found the epididymis very hard and much fwelied. In 
feme, however, probably through the length of time, the tef- 
ticle. 
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ticleitfelf was likewife evidently affeded, accompanied fore- 
times with a fenfation of painful preffure, but frequently with- 
out any pain at all. Mercury given internally, or rubbed in 
externally into the porinscum and fcrotum twice a-day, with the 
conftant application of a warm poultice made of the root of atro- 
pa mandragora, L. I found, in that cafe, a ufeful remedy. The 
cicuta, applied internally and externally, may be tried. An 
emetic has been fomctiraes found effectual. The decoiftion of the 
bark of the root oi daphne mezereurn, L. internally, and a 
poultice of It extjrnally, has lately been very much recommend- 
ed ; bal in feveral patients to whom I have given that decoc- 
tion, I obferved it made them fo fick that they found it impoffi- 
ble to bear it on the ftomach, even when 1 made it very weak* 
Van Swicten o ice told me that he had given,- for an indolent 
chronic induration of the tefticles, lapides cancrorum, an ounce 
in a pint of good Austrian wine, or old hock, taking three or 
four table- fpoons full every morning and evening, with good 
fuccefs. I once tried this remedy, and it anfwered extremely 
well. After Van Swieten's death, I met a patient who told me, 
that he had been cured by him of an hard fwelled te"Wcle, tho" 
not from a venereal caufe, by the fame remedy ; and that he had 
been perfectly well ever finoe. It is, however, to be obferved^ 
that we fhall fometimes be difappointed by alt thefe remedies .; 
and that the hard fwelling, of feveral monthsor years Handings 
will not go off, except we bring on the running. 

A cancer of the icfticle requires extirpation ; but whenever a 
tefticleiscaiicerous, or in its ftructure difeafed, we ought always 
Carefully to examine whether the lymphatics of the fpermatic 
cord are not at the fame time, affected ; in this cafe, the kidney of 
the fame fide, to which thole lymphatic veiiels go, being gene- 
rally drfeafed, the exci!ion of the tefticlg proves an ufelefs ope- 
ration, and would only cxpofe, by its fatal confequer.ces, the 
furgeons reputation. 

Weareroldby forne writers on this fubjec't, that a venereal 
inflammation of the tefticles frequently terminates in a fuppura- 
tion. This may fometimes be the cafe ; but never happened to 
any of my patients. I am therefore inclined to believe, that, if 
it happens, it more frequently proceeds from a bad treatment, 
than from any other caufe. But perhaps that fpeciesof ver 
tefticles which we are told arif*s from a tainted mafs, (if it ever 
exifts), is moreapt to end in fuppuratios, than that arifing from 
a fuppreffed gonorrhoea, which, as we have feen above, very 
feldom affects the tefticle itfeJf. One particular cafe, which I 
faw eight years ago, though not venereal, deferves, perhaps, to 
be mentioned here. Ayoungmanof twenty years of age, af- 
flicted with fcrophulous fwellings <*bout his neck, was advifed 
by a phyfician 10 make ufe of the deco&um lignorutn 5 but fol- 
ic v 
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his advice for forne weeks, he was affected with a cough, 

which, in a fortnight after, ended in an hrmoptyfis. Though 

■ the decoction, and made ufe of feveral other me- 

les prefcribed to him, the cough continued for many months, 
accompanied with fpittiug of blood, or mucus flreaked with 
d bccafionally. Being confulted, I gave it as my opinion, 
lungs were affected with fcrophulous tubercles, for 
which I knew ho 'remedy ; and defired him to confulc the firft 
(men of the profeflion in theplace; though the remedies ordered 
bv l\ not in theleaft alter his cough, he was in other re- 

spects tolerably well, eat with appetite, and flept with eafe. One 
day he eame to me, and complained of a painful fuelling on both 
fides o! the inguina, but more fo on one than on the other. Up- 
I found the fpermatic cord very much enlarged. 
I asked him whether he had made free with the fex. Fe decla- 
red, upon his honor, he had never lain with a woman in his life, 
for fear of being poxed ; but faid he had had the fame complaint 
feveral rimes before, and felt it always whenever he was in com- 
pany with young women, who ftrongly excited defire ; that it 
grew fome'times extremely painful, infomuch that he avoided 
fueh occafons as much as poffible. Having been in fuch a fi tu- 
ition the day before, the fame pain came on; but had continued 
fo much longer than ufual, that it induced him to apply tome 
for abidance, I advifed him to apply cold water to the parts, 
which cur^d him of his complaint in a few days* Thus much! 
thought to premife to what follows. 

Some month? after, he complained to me that one of his tefticles 
"had become very hard without apparent caufe. Upon interro- 
gating him about theufe of women, he repeated the fame thing 
he had clone brfore ; but confefTed that he had frequently maf- 
turpated himfelf, without knowing that fuch a practice could 
produce any diforder. I prefenbed hemlock, and all the refol- 
ventsthe Materia Medica affords, both internally and externally, 
bat without any effect : the tefticle grew painful, and daily lar* 
g r; and at laft burft, and a fmall quantity of purulent matter 
■wa; difcharged. On my return to town, after an abfence of 
forne months, he tcld me, that during that time a fmall difcharge 
I; td conrinued; and that feveral fibres like white threads came 
rrom the ulcer every day. Upon examination, I found 
the whole teilic'e reduced to a very fmall fize, and the ulcer near- 
ly clofed up, and in a few weeks it was quire healed. His 
( ough continued during all this time ; but he appeared not to be 

e emaciated than wheu he firft applied to me. Every three 
or four months, when the tickling of the cough feemed to in- 
ereafe, and he was afraid of a (pitting of blood, he was bled by 
his own advice. The fpermatic cords were quite natural. The 

: month of the following year, the. other teiiicle became af- 

fs&ed 
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'feaed juft as the former had been. A furgeon of eminence, who 
had treated the patient with me the preceding year, was cal- 
led in during my abfence ; and though every thing was done 
for him : which m my opinion could have been done, when I re- 
turned back to town, the complaint ftilJ continued, and had now 
Iaftedfor tn waeks. At the expiration of the feventh week, 
the tefticle burft ; and now whole pieces of the fpermatic vef- 
fels of the ttfticle were every day difcharged from the opening > 
and in three months the tefticle was reduced to the fame 1*e an 
the other, vis. to that of a fmall hafel-ntit. There was no fuel- 
ling in the fpermatic -cords; and the patient told me, he had 
ftrictly followed my advice, and avoided, for thefe two years 
hisbadcuftom above-mentioned. The cough continued; but 
by degrees raduced him fo low, that he died two years after. 

The phyfician Who attended him laft informed me, that, 'oa 
cpenitgthe body, he found a vomica in one of his lungs, and ma- 
ny large hard tumours or tubercles on both ; but he had not eXa* 
mined the tefticles. From what caufe the difeatfe of ths tefticie* 
arofe, whether from a fcrophulous complaint, or from maftur- 
pation, I do not pretend toafcertain ; but I relate the cafe only 
as a very particular and remarkable one, which fcows, that there 
may fometimes happen a fuppuration of the tefticles even with. 
ihi greateil care and moft judicious treatment. 



CHAP. V. 

Of the Inflammation and induration of the Prostate 
G l A n d. 

I HAVE nothing in particular to fay on the inflammation of the 
proftatc gland, except when it arifes from a fuppreffed go- 
norrhoea. In that cafe, we fhould ufe every means pofllble to 
reftore the gonorrhoea, particularly thofe recommended fot 
f welled tefticles arifing from the fane caufe; becaufe, if this in- 
flammation terminates in fuppuration, whetherthe abcef3 breaks 
into the urethra, bladder, inteftinum rectum, or perin£um,'ic 
willalwaysbe attended with very difagreeable feoafequeriees. 
The fymptoms of an inflammation or fweiling of this gland ate 
known from the pain and difficulty of making water ; befidas, if 
We fhould be doubtful whence they proceed, the finger 
clearly tell ms. If a fuppuration has already taken place, we 
have only-to obferve, that mercuiy internally and externally 
Will be. nsccflary, and afterwards r-r^er injections, the compo- 

F fuions 
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fitrons of which are not particular, and mull entirely be left » 
the judgment of the practitioner, 

In the induration or fcirrhofiry of this gland, the remedies re- 
commended for indurated teflicles or buboes will be ferviceable,; 
but efpecially blilters, applied repeatedly to the pcrinsura, and 
internally the hemlock in large dofes. 

If a total fupprefiion of urine is to be dreaded from the fcir- 
rhous fwelling of the proflate, as is always fooaer or later the 
cafe, every meaas pafiible ought to be tried to bring on a fuppu- 
ration of 'the gland, in order to prevent jftiil more difagreetbfo 
confluences. 



CHAP. VI. 

On the Vemereal Ischurv and Strictures. 

A TOTAL fuppreiTion of urine, occafionsd either by the re- 
mains of a former fyphilitic complaint, or of a prefent ve- 
nereal virus affecting the urethra, or neck of the bladder, we 
call zVcnereal Ifchury ; and a partial fupprefiion, or a difficul- 
ty of making water in a continued and natural flream, attended 
with pain, and a frequent defire to make water, arifingfrom the 
fame c-aufe, is commonly, though not always properly called a 
Stricture. 

When I fay, that the name Stricture, which has been given 
to the latter complaint, is often a very improper one, it is be- 
caufe a partial fupprefiion of urine, as well as a total oa«, may 
arifo from different caufes, among which a ftri&ure or con- 
ftricuon of one peculiar part of the urethra is only a common 
one. 

The different caufes by which either a partial or total venereal 
fupprefiion of urine is produced, are, \ft y An inflammation or 
fpafmodic contraction of the neck of the bladder, from a recent 
venereal gonorrhoea repelled, zdly, A chronic eonfirudion, or 
narrownefs of one particular part of the urethra, from a thick- 
ened and hardened portion of its fubffance, properly called a 
Stricture. $dly, A comprefiion of the neck of the bladder or 
urethra, producing a partial or total abolition of its cavity, by 
a preternatural fwelling of the proftate gland of the urethra. 
qthly, A prominent cicatrix of a preceding ulcer, or a fungous 
excrefcencein fome part of the urethra, commonly known by the 
name Caruncle. 

As upon the perfect knowledge of thefej caufo the radical 

cure 
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eure of the difeafe entirely depends, we fhall confider them more 
minutely. 

Whenever the running of a venereal gonorrhoea is flopped by 
any caufe whatever, the virus feems to go lower down in the 
urethra, and to excite there aftmilar irritation and inflammation, 
as it did in its former place, If it fixes its place at the caput 
gallinagnis, and irritates the mouths of the excretory ducts of 
the feminal veficles, it produces, as we have obferved in the* 
foregoing chapter, a fwdling of the epididymis, or what is com- 
monly called a fuelled tefticle. If it goes ftill lower down rhc 
urethra, and fettles at the neck of the bladder, it will, in thefe 
circumstances, not produce a fwelled tefticle, but an irritation, 
fpafmodic contraction, or inflammation of the neck of the blad- 
de:,wi'h a total or partial fuppreflion of urine. The poifon in 
that cafe, if the complaint be properly traared, will produce no 
other difeafe than a fupprefiion of urine for a few days only : 
after which it will leave that place; and, on going more for- 
wards into the urethra, bring on either a fwelled tefticle, or, if 
it rettrrns to the fame place which it originally occupied, repror 
duce the running, with ths common fymptoms. of a clap, and fo 
by degrees at lafl entirely go off, without leaving any bad fymp- 
tom behind it, But this fo much wifhed for circumftance does 
not always happen : the poifon lodged in the nr.ck of the bladd&x 
will fometimes produce, befides a variety of very difagreeable 
fymptoms, an ulceration in that place, or in fome other part of 
the urethra. Though the difcharge arifing from fuch an ulcer 
be, by degrees, partly or entirely flopped, and the ulcer irfelf 
healed, we often obferve either a coarctation of the urethra re- 
maining at the place where the ulcer was ; or the matrix of the 
ulcer forming a kind of knot or protuberance into the paffage. 
Sometimes alfo'the ulcers, on healing, wilt form large granula- 
tions, or preternatural exc.refcences, which afterwards produce 
the fameeffect as a prominent cicatrix,- uuderthename of Carun- 
cles ; or the proftate gland, or any of tbe glands of the urethra 
itf'elf, ulcerated, form a fungous excrefcence, protruding into 
the urethra, or neck of .the bladder, and thereby produce an an- 
gulation, or a total abolition of tbe cavity of the paffage. Ana- 
tomical directions have alfo taught us lately, that two ulcers of 
the urethra in oppofite directions, or a Angle but large one, wiM 
fometimes partly grow together by bands crofting the cavity of 
the urethra ; and whilft the lower part of the ulceration remains 
open, and continues the difcharge mentioned in the chapter on 
Gleets, the upper parts grown together dimimfii or abohfli the 
cavity of the urethra, and thereby prevent the free paiUgtofc 
urinc> 
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In fo«e of thefe cafes the patient, efpeciallyby living fobefr 
and quiet, is able to make water pretty freely, but wants a Jong 
time in doing it. But, on committing the leaft excefs in eating 
and drinking, or by taking too much exercife, the difeafe grow* 
evidently worfe, the urine comes from him either in drops only,, 
or runs in a fmall and interrupted ftream, exciting great pain and 
uneafinefs ; or the paflfage is entirely flopped, and thus endan- 
gers his life. The urine, in thefe cafes, fometimes, as I have 
feen, forces irs way into the reflum, and is evacuated by the anus;, 
or it produces in the urethra, behind the coarctation, a dilatati- 
on, erofion, finufes, or a fiftula, through which it is afterwards, 
conftantly discharged. 

The further back in the urethra this difeafe has its feat, the- 
more difficult, will be, in general, its cure, and the more dan- 
ger awaits the patient. The more inveterate or complicated all 
thefe fpecies of the diforder are, the more difficult is their remo- 
val. Thofe arifing from a callous or contracted ulcer of the ure- 
thra, are more eafily cured than thofe arifing from a protube-* 
jant cicatrix or from caruncles.. That kind of ifchury which 
owes its origin to a retropulfion of a recent clap, 1 have obferved 
eafie* and fooner to be removed than all others ; that arifing 
from a fchirrous proftate is fometimes, but not always, incura- 
ble ; but for an ifchury arifing from a fungous excrefcence in the 
urethra, I know of no remedy* 

Mtthod of Treatment : 

The firft thing, if we are called in to a patient affe&ed with 
a venereal fuppre/fion of urine, is, to enquire or fearch for the 
caufe of the diforder, whether it arifes from a retropulfion of & 
tecent gonorrhoea, or from old complaints within the urethra* 
our chief aim, in both cafes, being to remove the ifchury, we 
ought to examine, ift, Whether the difeafe is flill merely lecal, 
or whether there is a general irritation of the fyftem. If the pa- 
tient has a quick and hard pulfe, bleeding is necefTary. Tht 
quantity of blood to be tak«n is regulated by the ftate of the 
pulfe and conftitution of the patient. A man of a ftrong habit, 
or of a plethoric constitution, will bear the lofs of a pound; 
whereas half that quantity taken, will operate fufficiently, and 
have the fame effect, upon a delicate and more tender habit. It 
ought, however, to be obferved, that, in fuch cafes, the pati- 
ent will reap more benefit from one copious bleeding, than from 
two or thiee fmall ones fucce/fively made one after the other. 
This being done, or when the fyftem isnot affeAed, the bladder, 
if much diftended, ought to be evacuated, and the catheter ap- 
plied foi that purpofe* Its application* howtyer, in thofe cir- 

curcfiancei, 
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cumftances, i« fometimes very difficult, nay, even impoflible.. 
This is certainly often owing to the caufe of the diforder; but 
much depeads upon skilful management of the furgeon,. 

In order to facilitate the introduction of the catheter.(after the 
patient has been bled, which, ifneceffary, fhould always pre- 
cede), I have experienced the following management to be ufe- 
ful. The catheter anointed with fweet oil, is to be introduced 

gently. As foon as we meet with any obftacle, care ought 
to be taken not to force it, but to wait a little, and then try to 
pufh it on again gently ; becaufe this obftacle feems fometimes, 
to arifefolely from a momentaneous fpafm of the urethra, exci- 
ted by the mechanical irritation of the catheter itfelf, which, i£ 
we difcontinue pufhing, frequently goes off in a few minutes, 
and the catheter is then eafily introduced further, whereas, if we 
go on pufhing, in that cafe the fpafm grows more violent, and 
renders the introduction often utterly 'impoflible. It is owing, pro- 
bably, to this fpafm that we fee fometimes that one furgeon is 
able to introduce it, while another, though by no means of in- 
ferior skill and capacity, had before tried it in vain. If the ob- 
ftacle be at the caput gallinaginis, or higher up, we may rery 
often remove it by introducing a finger in the anus, and thus ?.f- 
fifting the catheter* I have feen inflances where iheintroduai- 
on of the catheter proved impoflible as long as the patient was 
lying in bed ; whereas it went in very readily on the patient's 
fitting on the edge of the beadftead, his feet hanging down. I 
have alfo obferved where a large catheter was eafily introduced, 
after a fmaller one had been repeatedly tried without fucctfs. — 
I have been perhaps too full in enumerating all thefe circuniftan- 
«ces: but I am confident, that, by a careful attention to one or 
the ofher of thefe points, we may not only often fpare our pati- 
ents a great deal of pain, but, what is perhaps more material, 
prevent a lues taking place ; which eafily happens when, by a 
rude treatment, the urethra has been wounded. I have certainly 
feen the moft evident venereal fymptoms arife in the habit from 
fuch a caufe, where the patient had no other complaint before 
fcut an ifchury from a fimple retropulfed clap. If the coarctati- 
on of the urethra be fo great as to refufe, even under the j u it— 
mentioned precautions, any catheter whatfoever, an application 
of a fmall cat-gut will fometimes fucceed, and prove highly be- 
neficial. If the danger is not fo great, viz. the bladder not very 
much diftended, and confequently the immediate difcharge of 
urine not fo preffing, and the introduction of the catheter proves 
very difficult, fome other means to procure a difcharge of urine 
ought to be applied ; of which I have found the following the 
moft efficacious and ufeful. A common glyfter, mixed with 
iome hooey or lenative eleduary, fhould be adwiniftered, in or- 
iex to evtcuate the Jfe«s, and thereby to prevent the conftant 
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fiirntthts which their accumulation is apt to excite. As foon a* 
the feces are evacuated, a glyfler of equal quantities of barley- 
water and linked oil, with a full dofe of the tindara Thebaica,. 
fhould beadminiftered, and occafionally repeated. Every kind 
of medicine or food apt to go through the urinary paffager§ 
fhould be carefully avoided; and, for the fame reafen, the pati- 
ent fhould not drink even more of barley-water, or of the fblu~ 
tion of gum arabie, than is necefTary to quench his thirfl. He 
fhould likewife, according to circumltances, be put in a warra 
bath, tempered with milk of deco&ion of bran, for half an hour 
or an hour, and the fame be repeated four or 5ve hours after ; 
or, what I have found very often ferviceable, he fhould fet upon 
a perforated chair, and expofe his private parts to the fleam of 
hot water mixed wich visegar. If he be reftlefs and feveriflv 
bleeding will fometimts be proper, and after it a full dofe of 
laudanum fhould be adminiftered to him in the evening. The ju- 
dicious application o> thefe remedies will fometimes aafwer in- 
themoft defperate circumstances. 

J faw once in a fuppreffion of urine, where there was no cathe- 
ter at hand, that a roarted onion, applied to the perineum, by 
the advice of an old woman, had the effeft. fo that two hours 
after the applica- ion, the mine flowed plentifully ; and, in ano- 
ther cafe, the life of an eminent phyfician in the army was faved 
by covering the glans pe..is with the frefh pellicle of an egg 
found between the fhell and albumen. As foon as the pellicle, 
growing drv, began to contract, the urine began to flow plenti- 
fully ; but on applying it the fecor.d time, two days after, when 
the fuppreffion of urine unexpectedly returned, it proved, as the 
perfon who recommended it foretold us, inefficacious, and thc^ 
patient died. Perhaps the volatile liniment, or a blifter, applied 
to the perineum, would produce the fame efiecu with more cer- 
tainty, and quicker, than the remedies did in the two cafes re-^ 
lated. • 

If we have been fo happy as to evacuate the bladder either 
by the application of the catheter, or by fuch other means as 
have been now mentioned, our next care will be, to prevent a 
frefh accumulation of urine, and to remove as foon as poffiblii 
the caufe of the fuppreflion. The firft will be effected by conti- 
nuing the fame remedies, and efpecially (as has been recommen- 
ded by fome writers) by leaving the eatheter within the urethra. 
This, however, none of the patients, whom I have hitherto treat- 
ed, were able to comply with. They fufFered fo much from 
keeping the common catheters applied, whether made of filver or 
fteel, flexible or inflexible, as made them conceive, that the pain 
which would arife from a repeated application of the catheter, 
or f rom a fre/h accumulation of urine in the bladder, could not 
poflibly be greater $ and therefore withdrew the eatheter, thrf 

they 
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they were very defirous to have retained it if they had found k 
poflifele. To guard againft this inconvenience, 1 could never find 
out a remedy, till I tried the catheters invented by Mr. Theden, 
firft furgeon in the arrny of the king 01 Prufiia. They are made 
of a golden wire covered with caoutchouc or elaftic refin : their 
amplication is not only, in many inftances, eafier than that of the 
■convnon catheters, or of hollow bougies of any kind ; but alio, 
in all inftancesinwhichl tried them, I found ihe patients could 
keep them applied, after the urine was difcharged, with much 
Jefs inconvenience. They are therefore, in thole cafes, much 
preferable to any other. But if we have none of thefe cathetets 
at hand, which muft be the cafe as long as they are fo difficult 
to be got, and fo high in price*, we muft liften to the patients 
differing, withdraw" the catheter as foon as it becomes too trou- 
bltfome, and have recourfe immediately to fuch' remedies as will 
tend to prevent the return of the fuppreftion. 

To fuch as are in poffeflion of any of thofe elaftic- catheters, 
the following rules, to be obferved in their application, may 
perhaps be acceptable. 

The elaftic catheter, after being anointed with fweet oil, is 
introduced in the common manner. The furgeon, as ufual, 
gently draws with one hand the urethra towards him, and hold- 
ing the catheter with the fingers of the other, always at a dif- 
tance of an inch ©r two from the glans, gradually introduces it ; 
whilft this is performing, the catheter generally enters the blad- 
der, without any particular direction from the hand of the ope- 
rator. If any refiftance be found, the rules mentioned above are 
to be obferved, to facilitate the introduction ; but if the refin- 
ance be at the neck of the bladder, there is nothing more to be 
done, than gently pufhing the inftrument forward, at the fame 
time turning it from the right to the left ; for by turning it in 
the oppofite direction, the fpiral windings of the gold wire of 
Mr. Theden's catheter would be feparated. If the furgeon finds 
the obflacle greater, he fhould, a» I faid above, flop the intro- 
duction till the contraction or fpafm of the fphinder veficas, and 
the refiftance ceafes, which happens for the moft part in a very 
fhort time, when he is enabled to go through the paflage eafily. 
This catheter is introduced like a common one, according to cir- 
*umftances, with or without a probe. After remaining in the 
urethra for forne time, on being extracted, it is generally very 
foft, and therefore unfit for being ufed again until it has bee* 
eleanfed and dried, and put for a little time in a cold place ; 
which operation reftores it to its former firm texture. The me- 
thod of cleaning it is, to wafh the outfide with water, and like- 
wife 



* boili -hefc inconveniences arc now greatly rcmoYCit by the catheters 
gwfepf the Urac fri^uice, by Mr,SlSOU<J »C Ptufc 



4* VENEREAL I S C ft UR Y, 

wife the cavity with the fame applied by rinfing. For clean* 
fing and drying us in fide, along needle with a filk thread will 
be fnoft fit. W hen about to be ufed, and found to be too ftirF, it 
may be foftened by keeping it a little in the hand, or holding it 
near the fire. 

But if all our endeavours to introduce any catheter ot catgufc 
have proved unfuccefsful, and the danger of a rupture of the 
bladder, from its diftention, be imminent, the urine muft be at 
all events difcharged. This fhould, therefore, not be deferred 
too long ; and may be done, according to the feat of the difor- 
•*er, either by an incifion into the urethra behind the ftri&ure, 
or feat of the ftoppage ; or if that feat be in the neck of the blad* 
der, and the incifion and introdu&ion of the trocar in that place 
perhaps be found too difficult for thefurgeon, the bladder may be 
tapped through the anus, or an incifion made above thefymphy- 
fis pubis, and the bladder be tapped in this place, under the pe* 
rirondeum ; whichisnota very difficult nor painful operation* 
and becomes neceflary to fave the life of the patient. 

Thefe are the means generally ufeful to give relief to the pati- 
ent, in all cafes of ischuria urithralis. 

But, to cure thatdiforder radically, its caufe, as I faid, ought 
to be removed; which is affeded, according to its nature, by 
different methods. 

If the ifchury proceeds from a recent repulfion of a venerea! 
gonorrhoea, the running muft be brought on, and the clap recal- 
led. For this purpofe, befides the general remedies before-men- 
tioned, the (team of hot water, alone, or mixed with vinegar* 
the volatile liniment, &c. applied to the perineum, I have feec 
and experienced many times to be the moft efficacious remediesto 
jremove the venereal poifon from the neck of the bladder, and 
bring on the running afrefh. I recommend the fufpenfion of the 
tefticles during the application of the Iteam ; becaufe I have 
feen inftances where the poifon, leaving the neck of the bladder, 
inftead of returningto its original feat under thefrxnum, has fet- 
tled at the caput gallinaginis, and thereby excited a fwelling of 
therefticle ; which 1 have never cbferved fince 1 took the above 
precaution. In the mean time, the patient fhould keep quietly 
in bed, and warm poultices fhould be conftantly applied to the 
jjenital parts, and the accumulation of the feces, be carefully 
avoided by glyfters. Emetics are, occafionally, as ufeful in this 
cafe as they are in fwelled tefticles ; and the internal ufe of opi- 
a r fis produces, in many inftances, a fpeedy effect. As foon as the 
Venereal poifon, on leaving the neck of the bladder, occupies 
again its original place, the runt.ing is re-eftablifhed, and then 
to be cured as gonorrhoeas in general are ; only the patient Ought 
to take thegreateft care to avoid all th? caufes which are apt 'O 
bring on a fimilar rstropu_l£on y as wi fee daily, that fuch a re- 
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crapulfion, oace taken place, iseafily brought on a fecond time 
and fometimes by the flighteft occafion. 

I muft, moreover, obferve, that in fuch a cafo, after the ifchu* 
ry i? removed, I always found the interna! ufc of mercury ne- 
ceiTary for a radical cure ; having feen feveral inftances where 
the abforption of the virus took place during the fuppreffion, 
and excited afterwards evident fymptoms of irs prefaces in the 
mafs, though the local complaint of the genitals was perfectly 
cured. 

If the fupprcfilon arifes from a chronic complaint of the ure- 
thra, fuch as from a ftricture accompanied with an ulcer of the 
urethra, or an erofion of the excretory duds off he proilate gland 
or the feminalveficles, this caufe muft be removed according to 
the rules laid down under the article Gleets and Venereal ulcers. 

If the ftri&ure arifes from a fimple coBftridion of oneparticu- 
lar place of the urethra, without any ulceration, our endeavours 
muft beto dilate this coarctation ; which owes its origia either 
to an ulcer healed up, by which the whole circumference'of the 
urethrals Ieifened ; or to a prominent cic&trix or callofity, oc- 
casioned by a previous ulcer. This is moft effectually obtained 
by a long continued ufe of bougies, beginning with the fmaller 
ones, and fo going on gradually until the patient is able to bear 
thofe of the largeft fize. This bougie he is to keep, in the be- 
ginning, for a quarter or half an hour, and afterwards, if he cao 
bear ir, for feveral hours, morning and evening. If a bougie of 
elaftic refinbeat hand, this precaution is hardly ever necefi*ary B 
as they, growing foft and flefli-like in the urethra, produce lit- 
tle or no uneafinefs. But as this kink of coarctation or ftriai'tf 
is fometimes fo very fmall that it doc*s not even admit the fmallcrf 
bougie, the application of a frnal! catgut fs an excellent inventi- 
on. The catgut once introduced, and left for forae time in the 
urethra, begins to fwrell, by which the coarctated paflage infea- 
fibly enlarges ; fo that, upon withdrawing it the firft time, the 
patient is fometimes able to make water with unexpected eafe ; 
and the next time a larger may beeafily introduced, and hav* the 
fame good effect.- — If by thefe means we have by degrees dilated 
the urethra fp far as toadmit the largeft catgut, a bougie may 
be introduced ; the ufe of which is to be continued for feveral 
weeks after he is perfectly cured and able to make water in one 
large continued natural ftr -jam. 

If the coarctation does not even admit of a catgut, and the 
feat of the diforder is at a place which we can come at, an "m- 
cifion into the urethra behind the coarctation is, as J have faid 
above, the moft advifeable : by theft means the ixine will be 
difcharged through the incifion, whenever necefiary, and the 
return of the fuppreflion thereby effectually prevented. We may 
afterwards wily dilate the wound, palling the i^ife through 
- ■* ' G the 



5 o VENEREAL ISCHURY, See- 
the coarctation ; and then introduce a bougie/which the patient 
is to wear until the firidureis removed and the whole healed up> 
and thus the complaint radically cured. The fame method will 
be aifo fometimes neceflary if the urine accumulated behind the 
co&rftation has forced its way either through the inteftinum rec- 
tum, in which cafe the patient will void his urine with the 
frees through the anus, or by a fiftulous opening through the 
perinafum. But, in thefe cafes, it will be in general necelTary 
to Jet him go through acourfe of mercurials before we proceed to 
the operation of the fiitula ; otherwife we fhall find ourfclvei 
very ofteni difappointed in curing this latter; If he has not 
ftrength enough to undergo fuch a courfe, as is frequently the 
cafe, he is to be prepared by a proper diet and medicine. On 
performing this latter operation, an incillon muft alfo be made 
through the ftriCture, the original caufe and feat of the diforder; 
smd the patient is to wear a bougie during the cure, and for 
fome time afterwards, as in the cafe juft before-mentioned. 

If the ifchury arifes from excrefcences or caruncles ,as they are 
commonly called, it has been advifed, by one of our moft inge- 
nious furgeons in London, to introduce a covered cauftic into 
the urethra to the caruncle, and apply it thereto. To perform 
this properly, an inftrument has been invented : but whether 
this application is attended with fafety and fuccefs in practice, 
I have as yet had no opportunity to afcertain. The incifion of 
the urethra at the place where the feat of the diforder lies, and 
the cutting out of thofe extraneous bodies, has been propofed by 
others. But I have never yet heard of any cafe where this ope- 
ration had been performed. 

If a fcirrhofity or hard (welling of the proftate, or a fungou* 
excrefcence of the fame gland, all the remedies recommended for 
refolving fuch afwelling ought to be tried ; and if they fail, we 
fhouki endeavour to bring the gland rather to a fuppuration, than 
to let a diforder increafe which fo frequently proves fatal. 

If a fwelling of any of theTmaller glands of the urethra fhould 
prove the caufe of the ifchury, and the moft powerful refolvents 
fhould prove ineffectual, I would advifemy patient rather to have 
the extirpation of the tumor performed, than to^live in the con- 
stant anxiety about the dreadful conference* from this com- 
plaint. 
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CHAP. VII. 
On Venereal Ulcers. 

AN ulcer arifingin any part of tbebody from a venereal c.v.>fe 
is called a venereal ulcer, or commonly a (or 

chancre); a name adapted, probably, to exprefs its corroding 
nature. 

Venereal ulcers owe their origin either to a primary or to a fe- 
condary infection ; viz. to the venereal virus originally applied, 
or depofited from a tainted mars on the furface of the body. 
Both kinds may arife on any part of thebody ; but they appear 
more frequently upon parts which are not covered with the cu- 
ticle ; fuch as the glans penis, the ir.fide of the prepuce, the 
urethra, the labia pudendi, nymph*.', lips, mouth, nipples . &c. 
Of internal venereal ulcers we have not yet, as far asl know, 
any authentic obfervation.. 

Though venereal ulcers, as I have juft now obferved, do gene- 
rally and mofi frequently appear only on parts which are not co- 
vered with the cuticle, efpecially in the glans, prepuce, mouth, 
&c. yet we meet not unfrequently with cafes where they afreet 
parts covered with the cuticle ;: as the penii, fcrotum, thigh, 
&c. There are likewife inftances where furgcons performing 
Come operations, or perfons afiilting in the delivery of women, 
have had the misfortune of being affe&ed with venereal ulcers in 
their hands or arms. -In all cafes of this lattej kind, the pcifon 
feemed tome univerfally 10 operate more powerfully than when 
origiHally applied to the parts not covered with ihe cuticle, or 
when depofited from a tainted mafs. I know a midwife, who, 
having been infected in this manner fcveral years ago,^ ltdl fuffers 
from the difeafe, and we have another inftance in this metropo- 
lis, of an eminent male practitioner in the fame art, who, by de- 
livering an infetfed woman, got ulcers in "his hand, and at this 
prefent time ftill labours under the confequences, though it is 
now three years flnce he received the infection. I know a gen- 
tleman who, wounding his finger by accident with a penknife, 
expofed it the fame evening to infection, without fufperiing any 
bad confequences : the wound changed in two days to a very 
bad venereal ulcer, accompanied with a painful and obitinate 
fwelling of the whole arm together with a bubo under the arm- 
pit and fymptoms of a general infection. 




fuch violent fymptoms. In two inftanees, the patient beicie and 
afterwards had venereal ulcers in places not covered with thefcu* 
tide, and the poifon there produced the common fymptoms only. 
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It feems therefore probable to me, that, in order to excite pri* 
mary venereal ulcers upon a place covered with the cuticle, the 
virus mult either be extremely acrid in its nature, or produce 
more violent effects on account of its being applied to parts which 
have no mucus to dilute it, or to defend themfelvesfrom its acri- 
mony. We at Ieaft very feldom obferve fuch violent and obiti- 
rrate effects in primary venereal ulcers upon parts not covered 
with the cuticle, or in fecondary ones arifing upon any part of 
the furface of the body. This is owing moft probably, in the 
former cafe, to the poifon meeting with a quantity of icucus to 
dilute it, and in the latter to its having been diluted, or hav- 
ing undergone fome change by its previous mixture with the 
icafs. 

Ver.ereal ulcers though arifing from a primary infection, are 
either A cal or univcrjal ; viz. the venereal virus having been 
applied to the part, and, by its ftimulus, produced an irritation 
and fubfequent ercfion, is confined ftill to that part only ; or it 
has been already abforbed into the mafs, and thereby infefts the 
whole body. This diftincuon is ufeful and neceflary in prac- 
tice ; ulcers of the latter kind, like thofe arifing from a feconda- 
ry inf.ftion, never being curable without a courfe of medicines 
which purify the mafs from the venereal infection ; whereas the 
former may be cured by mere local applications. 

But here I muft take notice of another diftincVion which is of 
the greateft importance in practice, and to which writers on this 
fubjeft feem hitherto not to have paid due attention. Ulcers 
ariling on the genitals are, now-a-days, fometimes after the 
flighted examination, generally pronounced to be venereal, and 
treated as fuch : yet it is certain, and daily experience fhows, that 
ulcers, both of tha faucus and genitals, may, in our days, as 
well as the days of Celfus, arife from acrimonies or miafmata 
which have nothing in common with the venereal virus. How- 
ever, by not attending properly to this point, I have not only 
feen the honor of innocent per fons brought into queftion, but pa- 
tienuby an improper treatment, reduced to amiferablefituation. 

Bur the more dreadful confequences I have obferved, when 
ulcers of the mouth and fauces, occafioned by the ufe of mercu- 
xy iifelf, efpecially undera falivation, are ruiftaken ; «r when 
ulcers are confounded with venereal ones, which at firft really 
owed their origin to the venereal virus, but during a mercurial 
courfe afiume a different appearance, and feem to have entirely 
changed their venereal nature : inftead of healing, to which 
point they feemed to approach, they now prove not only obfti- 
nate, but, yielding a thin ichorous difcharge, grow worfe under 
the continuation of the fame remedy, and fpread further and fur- 
ther.^ — To fliow the imporance of thefediftinftioas more evident- 
ly, I fliall fubjoin an accovmt of a few cafes relating t9 that fub- 
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jeft ; but fpeakmore efpecially about their nature below, under 
the head of Venereal Complaints incurable by Mercury. 

A gentleman twenty-one years of age, of a ftrong plethoric 
confiitution, confulted me fome time ago about a Ihancre, as he 
called it, of the glans penis, with which he had been afflided 
for eight or nine months. He had confulted at the time he gor it, 
an eminent furgeon at Dublin, who prefcribed a courfe of mer- 
curials. Hewas falivated; but the ulcer not healing, mercuri- 
al fumigations were applied for fome time to the part affecled ; 
by which the ulcer feemed to grow lifs, and of a better appear- 
ance, but did not heal. Hewas therefore advifed to a fecoed 
mercurial courfe, with different preparations of mercury inter- 
nally and externally ; but, under this courfe, the ulcer grew 
larger, deeper, and in every refped worfe. In that condition 
became to Loudon, and confulted me. Upon examining his 
cafe, I found a large deep ulcer of the glans, with hard and 
promineat borders, extremely fenfible upon the leail touch : Its 
bafis appeared reddifh and pretty clean ; but thedifcharge feem- 
ed to be of an acrid corrofive nature, by which, indeed, half 
the glans was already confumed. I told him that I had fcen fe- 
varal ulcers of this kind before ; that it was not of a venereal 
nature ; and that mercury, according to my obfervation, was, 
in that kind of ulcers no fit remedy : that I could cure him, but 
that it would require at leaft two or three months time ; upon 
which he left me, proraifing he would call the next day and put 
himfeit under my care: he did not, and I heard no more of him 
till four months after, when he lent for me. His complexion, 
was lively and frefh when I faw him firft ; but was now of fuch. 

a fickly and cachectic appearance, that I hardly knew hirn. 

His ftory was as follows : That, having been diflatisfied wirh 
my firft appearance upon his cafe, and with the advice I gave 
him, he, atthedtfire of a friend, had thought proper to confulc 
another perfon : That, after a clofe examination, this perfon had 
pronounced his ulcer venereal, and had allured him that nothing 
but mercury could cure him ; that he had not taken enough of 
mercury, nor the preparation which was deemed bell in thole 
cafes ; and that, far from two or three months being required 
for curing him, his prefcripiions would efTed a radical cure in 
three or four weeks time : That, upon thefe afTurances, he had 
immediately fubmitted to a new mercurial courfe, which had 
brought on a gentle falivation ; but with fo little effeft, that 
though the ulcer feemed to grow remarkably better duiing the 
firft three or four weeks, it afterwards, inflead of healing, had 
corroded the reft of the glans with part of the urethra. Upon 
which another furgeon was called In confutation, who advif- 
ing the amputation of the part aft'efted, and the former refilling 
to perform it, he had refelved to drop their further advice, and 
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to hear mine once more. I found the part very much fwelled,. 
the prepuce affect id with a perfect phymofis, and the urine dif- 
chargir.g through three or four different holes. I advifed him 
therefore to have the prepuce cut, in order to fee the ftate of the- 
ulceration, to clean the ulcer, or to apply fuch medicines as. 
fitould be thought proper. Internally 1 prefcribed him fome 
Strengthening medicines. He ufed thefe for eight or ten days : 
put the operation he put off from day to day ; when he was ad- 
vifed by fome of his friends to confuit another phyfician, who, 
by means of a decoction of hemlock and ginfeng root, promifed 
to do fomething more for him than hitherto had been done. This 
decoction he took for a fiiort time with very little effed, the ero- 
fioH going on further and further* At laft another phyfician was 
confult-d, who infiited upon a Strengthening courfe of medicines, 
nourishing diet, the enjoyment of country air, and bathing in the 
fea ; by which means he is now re-ftablifhed with the lofs of 
half his penis ; which, had he followed my advice from the be- 
ginning, would have been nearly wholly preferved. 

I make the following obfervations upon this cafe. Fir/?, That 
I think it extremely improper to adminifter a courfe of mercuri- 
als for a local venereal ulcer ; which was the cafe with this, 
gentleman when he firft applied to thefurgeon in Dubliis : That 
a fecond courfe and Salivation with mercurial fumigations were 
ill! more improper : That advifing him a third courfe of mer- 
curials, after the two former were found ufelefs, was not only 
very injudicious, but extremely hurtful, as it rendered him un- 
able for propagation, to the great forrow of his family : That 
the advice given by the laft phyfician to ufe fome ftrengthening 
medicines, with a nourishing diet, to go to the country, and to 
bathe in the fea, was a judicious and honeft one : and that the 
patient, who was only brought to follow this latter advice by 
the fenfe of his fufferings, would have been free of all this mife» 
ry, had he followed my advice in the beginning. 

I was confulted in another cafe, where ulcers of the throat 
arifing during a mercurial courfe, being taken for venereal ones* 
and treated accordingly, by thecontinued internal ufe of mercu- 
ry, became fo bad, that both the tonfils, together with the ve- 
lum pendulum, were alrnoft entirely confumed, and the patient 
reduced to a molt miferable fituation, when only by leaving off 
the mercury, and by the adminiftration of a quite different 
courfe of medicines, he recovered. And Mr. Brambilla givti us 
an account of a patient, who under a courfe of mercury being 
affected with ulcers of the fauces, which having been miftaken 
by the furgeon for venereal ones, not only loft his velum by the 
continued ufe of mercury ; but had a caries maxillae brought on, 
which proved fatal to the patient. The fame author likewife 
©bferves, that iafiarnmsuory tumours or ulcers growing gangren- 
ous* 
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Ous, are by the internal or external ufe of mercury cenftantly 
rendered worfe, though they evidently owed their origin to a 
venereal caufe. I myfelf have feen many inflances, where pa- 
tients affected with venereal ulcers, united with a fcorbutic ha- 
bit of body, by the imprudent ufe of mercury, not only were 
reduced to a moft wretched condition, but even to death. Mr. 
Fahre, in the Supplement to his Obfervations on the Venereal 
Difeafe, relates likewife feveral cafes, where ulcers, though 
evidently arifing from a venerea! caufe, by a long continued \£* 
of internal and external mercurials, and even repeated falivations 
not only remained without cure, but were brought to a flats, 
Which afterward? yielding to no other medicines whatever, pro- 
ved fatal. Whence I think it will evidently appear, that, in 
practice, we ought to bellow the greatefl attention in ciilia- 
gui/hing. 

ift, Local venereal ulcers from itniverfal ones ; viz. frota 
tnofe united with, or arifing from, a taiwtsd mafs. 

2c//y, Simple itniverfal venereal ulcers, from complicated 
•nes ; viz. fuch as are united with fymptoms of fcorbutus, fcro- 
phula, &c. 

ydly, Ulcers of the genitals, mouth, fauces, &c. arifing ori- 
ginally from other caufes ; for example, brought on by the acri- 
mony of the falvia during the internal ufe of mercurials, or mer- 
curial fumigations from real venereal ones. But, principally, 

tgthly, Ulcers of the mouth, nofe, genitals, groin, ixc. which, 
though feemingly or evidently brought on by a venereal caufe» 
have now, as it were, changed their nature, at leaft fo far, 
that mercury has no further good effect upon them, but rather 
the contrary. 

The characters, by which thofe different kinds of ulcers may 
be diftinguifhed, are not eafily defcribed ; infpection and practi- 
cal knowledge muft be our bell guide. An attention to the fol- 
lowing points, however, may afiifl us in forming a judgment. 

Venereal ulcers are, in general, pretty eafily diflinguiflied br 
their hard margin or borders, by the lardaceous cruft with 
which their bafis is covered, and by the preternatural rednefs iff 
the skin all round the ulceration ; which will be rendered mora 
probable if the patient is confeious that he has previoufly expeh- 
fed himfelf to the infedion. As there may, however, arife ul- 
cers in the genitals, of a different,- or fometimes, perhaps, of * 
nearly fimilar appearance, from other caufes, as has been Joe* 
apo taken notice of by the moft ancient medical writers, and cos- 
firmed in feveral inflances by my own observation, we fhouM 
be cautious and never form a ra(h judgment about the nature of 
fuch ulcers, nor pronounce them venereal before we are pes 
ly allured of it. By following a contrary method, we may 
only Jiujt, the repujajioa ©f aa bOneft perfon, aad diftuib fri 

r Bag, 
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fliip, and fometimes matrimonial happinefs, as I formerly men- 
tioned vviih refpeft to gonorrhoeas ; but do material harm to tht 
patient, by adminiftering improper medicines. Ulcers which 
are not of a venereal nature, may be diftinguimed /rom vwereal 
ones, 

i/?, By their different appearance. 

xdly, By their arifing only, or growing worfe, during the ufe 
of mercury. 

idly, By their having been unfuccefs fully treated with mer- 
cury before. 

4M///, By their exquifite fenflbility. 

%thlj/y By their relaxed ftate of the whole bo<ly, or by the 
flabby relaxed appearance with an ichurous difcharge from the 
affected part. 

&thly, By fymptomsof other diforders, either alone, or ac* 
companied with venereal ones. 

Method of Cure, 

If hasbeea advifed by feveral eminent medical writers, to 
treat all real venereal ulcers or fhancres in the fame manner, viz. 
by internal mercurials only, and never to make ufe of any «xter- 
nal application. Several fpecious reafons have been alledged 
for fuch a treatment ; which, however, are not fatisfaftory to 
me. They fay, that fhancres are figns of the prefence of the 
venereal poifon in the body; and if, therefore, they difappear 
by the fimple internal ufe of mercury, we are fure that the me- 
dicine has penetrated into the mafs, and that the poifon is total- 
ly eradicated. To this I anfwer, That recent venereal ulcers 
brought on by an original infection, are by no means fuch fymp- 
toms, as has been aflerted : On the contrary, they are in that 
cafe only a local difeafe, which requires no internal, but mere- 
ly local remedies ; and if no topical application is made ufe of 
in time, they very often fpread amazingly, the poifon isabforbed, 
and produces either buboes or other venereal fymptoms in the 
mafs. I undoubtedly allow, that if they are of fome landing, 
the mafs will then be in confequence infected ; in which cafe, 
as well aswhen they arife from afecondary or univerfal infecti- 
on, they are certainly what has been aflert*d of them, unequi- 
vocal ilgns of the prefence of the poifon in the mafs. Then, in- 
deed, I perfectly coincide with the opinion, that they can be 
treated only by the internal ufe of mercury, without any exter- 
nal application, becaufe, if they difappear by the internal ufe 
of merCury alone, without having applied any external remedy, 
We are fure that we have eradicated the poifon from the mafs, 
and cut off the evil by the root. But if they are in the genitals, 
or ii the extremities, the poifon often exeats yident inflamma- 
tion, 
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rnation, phymofis, morrification, &c. or it is abforbed and .car- 
ried to the lymphatic glands, where ir occasions buboes, before 
the mercury has had time to produce its effects, and to deftroy 
it on the part affected. 

Thefeare the rcafons why I always choofe to apply immedi- 
ately to fuch ulcers, thofe remedies which Hound the molt ef- 
fectual for removing them ; becaufe I think there is no patient, 
acquainted with the nature of the uiforder, who would not pre- 
fer being affe&ed with a real pox, to a mortification of the penis, 
or to a bubo. As to what has been faid and obfeived by fume. 
that a bubo very often appears after fhancres have been healed 
up by external applications, and that confequeudy thofe very 
remedies which are recommended to avoid buboes not unfrc 
quently bring them o , 1 readily admit the fact ; but lain very 
far from believing tWe ronfequencc drawn from it, viz. that ex- 
ternal remedies.applied to a venereal ulcer, ever promote the ab- 
forprion of the virus. It happens, in that cafe, that we fee 
every day happen, without the ufe of any external application 
whatfoever, or what we muff daily be afraid of, as long as ch*re 
is the lea/t appeavance of a venereal ulcer. What they afcribe 
in that cafe to the medicines externally applied, I would rather 
afcribe either to rheir application being too long delayed, or 
to their not being fufficiently efficacious. In all cafes, there- 
fore, where I have reafon to apprehend fuchbad effects, I thir.fc 
it not only proper butnc-ffary to apply to ail venereal ulcers, 
whether of a primary or fecondaty infection, the nwft efficaci- 
ous local remedies, in order to remove th? : m as fpeedily as p 
bla : with this difference only, that I confldef ulcersarifing from 
a recent original infection as merely local, and think they may 
befafely cured by topical applications alone, without the inter- 
nal ufe of mercury ; whereas, thofe arifing from a tainted mafs 
require always, at the fame time, a courfe of mercury. This 
laft method I like wife follow in venere-1 ulcers of (oir.z i 
ftanding, though from an original infection ; there being always 
the greater* probability that fome of the poifon has been abforb- 
ed into the mafs during that tirae. External applications in. 
thofe cafes will never have any permanent effefi; becaufe, if 
we are even able to deftroy the poifon in the affected part, ^r,d 
to confolidate the ulcer, it will foon break out asa'n on the fame 
or fome other part of the body, as long as there remains the leaft 
particle of it fubfifting in the mafs. 

The external remedies recommended for this purpofe are, Mer- 
curial*, Aftringents, andCauftics. 

Among the mercurials, the red precipitate fprinkled upon 
them every morning and evening, I found to anfwer belt, as long 
as the ulcer is covered with the white lardaceous cruft. The 
mercurial ointraetn in this cafe is of no ufe 3 but wheaeve* 

H th- 
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the ulcer afiumes a cleaner appearance, then the flmple rnercnn-* 
al ointment, calomsl in powder or fufpended in lime water, or, 
according to circumrTances, the fublimate with lime-water, or 
ted foluiion of mercury in nitrous acid, are more fervice- 
abie. In cafes more obftinafe, the mercurial fumigations prove 
femep tries excellent. 

If rhe mercurial applications prove ineffectual, the external 
ufe of aftringents is often extremely ferviceable. The Peruvian 
bf.rk, aqua vitriolica camphorata, a folution of blue vitriol, or 
rhe viride xris diffclved in oil, are thofe commonly made ufe of; 
but from the yellow copper (aurichalcum) in powder fprinkled 
upon them, 1 know of ulcers cured which refitted the powe* of 
ail other medicines. The fame aitringenrs will alfo fome times 
anfwer our expectations in ulcers of an atonic or relaxed appear- 
and, yielding an acrid ichorous difchargc. 

The application of cauftics has been lately recommended irt 
recenr venereal u'cers, fo as to touch th:-m every twelve or twen- 
ty-four hours with the napis infernal is, till floughe falling off 
fucceffively, the bafis of the ulcer becomes red and pure. This 
practice is undoubtedly fometimes proper : bur there arc confti- 
s which will not brar any acrid application whatfoever, 
efpeeially t'hat afcauftic c . I have feen in fiances where, in fuch 
irritable or in fcorbuttc conftitutions., very bad fymptoras fol- 
lowed ; and in one cafe, where a mortification of the part was 
the confluence of fuch an application. In thefe fubje&s, rhe 
interna! ufe of Peruvian bark with external aitringenrs, or oc- 
cafionally a mercurial lotion will be more ferviceable. 

Ifvener«al ulcers relift all the means juft now recommended, 
the internal and external ufe of firengthening medicines, a fun* 
diet, the ufe of wine, country air, and fea-bathing, as menti- 
oned above, will fometimes prove effectual when all other reme- 
dies have failed. 

Of othir medicines recommended for inveterate venereal ul- 
cers, I fhall fpeak hereafter under the article of Venereal Com- 
plaints incurable by Mercury. 

I have faid nothing about the venereal ulcers of the nofe, eyes, 
face, C-'X. becaufe they require the fame Treatment as others, 
and may be eafily avoided, by taking care that a patient with x 
venereal gonorrhceior ulcers of the genitals, after havir.g touch- 
ed the part affeCled, always carefully cleanfes his finders. 

Ulcers of the uterus or vagina, accompanied with an acrid 
ichorous difcharge, are not alwavs, as is generally imagined, 
cancerous, but not unfrequently venereal ; and maybe then of- 
ten cured by proper injections, and the internal ufe of mercury. 
1 have fe^n feveral women, who thought therofelves, from the 
pain and ichorous difehar;e tinged with blood, affetfed with a 
career of the utsrus, belieying in that point the judgment of 

their 
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their attendants, radically cured by the interna! ufe of power- 
ful, /lengthening, and abforbent medicines, and by injecting a 
fblution of fublinate or calomel in lime-water, alone or mixed 
with the tintfure of maflic, or, according to drcumitance*, the 
infufion corticis Peruv. in aqua calcis. 

But we are miftaken if we expect any good in this cafe, as 
well as in the fluoralbus or hsmorrhagy of the womb, from in- 
jections, as they are comrfijdmly ufed. If we wifh to fee any eft 
feet from them, they, muff 'be applied to the affected part- and 
therefore not thrown in the common manner into the vagina, in 
expectation that they will of them ft Ives, bythefe means, reach 
the feat of the diforder, or the cavity of the uterus. A proper 
fyringeof a particular form and liz< calculated to prevent the 
matter injected from efcaping at the fides, mult be introduced as 
high as pofTible into the vagina, or, if poflible, into the orifice 
of the uterus itfelf ; the patient lying a little declined, and 
knees bent : and in this fituation the injection is to be applied, 
either by herfelf or by an afliilant, three or four times fu( tfii - - 
ly, keeping the- fyringe always in for fome minutes, and repeat*- 
iug the fame operation fix or eight times a day. — — A fyringe 
made of a bottle of claltic rcfin, with a thicker and longer | 
than common, will anfwer for the above purpofe extremely well, 
and will effectually remove the prejudices hirhtrto fo julily ea« 
tfcrtainedof the inefficacy of injections in females 

For cancerous ulctrs of the genitals as well as of orhcr.parts gf 
the body, the Materia Medic a has, to my ksowlei h g 

to afford ; and all thofe medicines hitherto recommended for cur- 
ing cancers, appear to be deceptions of the invent! . 
or of the public. Surgery alone can radically cure cancers,- if 
applied in time ; and no honeft phyiician will ever recomm 
uncertain remedies, left, by temporizing, he fnould for ever lofe 
the moment where he could have applied a certain one, I meaa 
she extirpation not too late deferred where it can take place. 

ON VENEREAL FISTULA:. 

In treating of venereal ulcers, we muft fay a wojd about ve- 
nereal fiflulas, which are nothing but venereal ulcers penetrati * 
deep into the cellular membrane and adjacent pares, with a f 
callous orifice, and callous infide. Their feat is rooftly in the 
urethra, groins, perineum, anus, &c. but fotnetimes alfo in 
lychramal fac of the eye. 

Beftdesthe internal administration of mercury, the h'yJfib 
above recommended ought to be tried ; if they do not fucc 
the chirurgical operation ought to be performed. We fhou 
however, never attempt this latter before we have carefully 
wdicatedihs venereal .virus, from ih%. tainted- mafs. From t-o 

•-■■ ^ ■ 
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negleft of this point, we fee daily, thai: fuch patients undergo 
two or three times the operation, without being the better for it: 
the fiitula remains as ob/tinate as it was before ; or, healing in 
one place, it foon br.-aks out in another. If the fiftula heals 
quick and perfectly after the operation, ir is a certain fgn that 
the patient has been radically cured of the lues. 

The fif'tula lachrymalts t arifing from the venereal virus lodged 
in the lychryma! fac yields very oftea^a yellow greeriifli difcharge, 
refembling that oozing out of the uryihra in a clap. Whether it 
ever arifes from a fuppreiTed or rerropulfed gonorrhoea, I can- 
not positively fay ; but it owes its origin frequently to the ve- 
nereal poifon depofited from a tainted mafs, and requires inter- 
nal and external mercurials. 

The virus oozing out from venereal ulcers and filtulas, isfome- 
times of a very corrofive nature : they fhould therefore be dief- 
fedwith apiece of fott fponge every twelve or twenty-four 
hours ; and the furrounding furfaceof the skin fhould be care- 
fully defended, by anointing it with the white cerate, or fatur- 
cine liniment. 



CHAP. VIII. 
Of the P h y m o s i s. 

THISdifeafe, in which the prepuce is fo ftraitened on the 
point of *he penis that it cannot be drawn back over the 
glans, has been called Phymofis, from the Greek phimoo, pros- 
cludoy obturo ; and might be perhaps in our language more pro- 
perly called a cfihrclatien or ftriclure of the prepuce. 

To this order are efpecially fubjed men who from nature have 
the glans covered with a more ftrait prepuce, or have too fhort 
or too ftrait afrxnum ; all thofe whofe religion orders circum- 
cifiort, are free from it. 

This diforder arifes, in our days, generally from venereal ul- 
cers in the iniide of the prepuce, or from the Blennorrhagia bar 
fan/, (gonorrhoea fpuria), producing a violent fwelling and in- 
flammation of the prepuce. 

It has been recommended, if the phymofis be violent, to make 
an incifion of the prepuce ; which is certainly fometimes necef- 
fary ; but, where chirurgical operations can be avoided, I think 
thev ought. This operation has been advifed principally either 
to prevent the fpreading of fhancres, which are frequently the 
caufeof the phvmofis ; or to avoid buboes ; or, what is ftill 
more material, topievent (if there be any ulcers) a concretion 

of 
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of the glans with the prepuce. Thofe who, in curing (Vane res, 
truft entirely to the internal ufe of mercurials, will hardly infrft 
upon this operation. As to the danger of their producing buboes 
by an abforption of the poifon, I allow the apprchenfion to bs 
perfectly ,juft ; but I cannot admit, that an ircifion would 
prove a preventative. A frefh wound; by expofmg a frefh and 
larger furface to the abforption of the virus, muft, in my opini- 
on, rather increafe the danger. I think it, therefore, more pro- 
per to obviate thofe bad confequences by proper injections, and 
by introducing fome fine lint once or twice a day with a probe 
between the prepuce and glans. However, if this fhould be im- 
practicable, or livid fpots fhould appear thro' the prepuce, im- 
mediate recourfe to the operation ought to be had, Icii a greater 
evil, a mortification, fhould enfue. 

In order to afcertain whether there is a venereal ulcer betweeri 
the prepuce and glans, I introduce a probe, with fome lint afr.x- 
ed to it. Then, turning it round the whole glans, the patient 
generally feels pain, if there is any ulcer, as foon as the probs 
with the lint touches it ; and upon withdrawing it, a part of it 
will be ftained with purulent or puriform matter; whereas, if 
there is but a fimple gonorrhoea fpuria without any ulceration, 
the whole of the lint will be ftained with the fame equally. In 
either cafe, if the inflammation and fwelling is violent, I apply 
a poultice made of bread and water mixed with fome acetum li- 
thargyrii ; and inje& three or four times a day, a diluted foluti- 
on of mercury in nitrous acid, or the fubiimate or calomel fuf- 
pended in lime-water, or, according to circumftances, Pletik'f 
folution of mercury with gum arabic, betweeu the prepuce ?,\ d 
glans, in fuch a manner, that the interftice between them is fil- 
led and diftended with the injedion. If there be any ulcer, feme 
lint dipped in the fame, may be applied to it, by means^ of a 
probe, once or twice a day. I think there is never any danger 
of a concretion of the parts as long as the ulcers remain venere- 
al ; and in the mean time their nature is changed, the phymo- 
fis is alfo generally removed. Internal mercurials ought in fuch 
cafes never to be omitted. But, as I have obferved juit before, 
the incifion of the prepuce ought to be immediately performed, 
if the inflammation be very high ; if there appears any danger 
of mortification ; or if we have reafon to fufpeel, ber.eath, an 
ulceration of a bad or perhaps cancerous nature. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Of tht P A It A V H T M. O S I s. 

PAhaphymosis, a word derived from the Greek pa/vr, fa, 
and pfilmos^ pr&culfio % obtiiramentum, fignify ing the oppo,- 
fite of phymofis, is a difeafe where the prepuce, being drawn 
b.-hind the glans, is fo contracted there, that it cannot be 
brought again forwards over the glans ; and would for this rea- 
fon, in my opinion, be more properly named a ftrangulation of 
the g/ans. 

Men who from nature have a ftrait prepuce ar« moftfubject to 
thisdiforder, which aiifes either from venereal ulcers, or from a 
preternatural f welling of theglans, as is fomerimf.s the cafe m 
violent claps. I have little to add to what has been faid on the 
fubjeft by Cclfus, and by fome modern writers. 

I have feen an initance where a ganyrene of the glans was the 
confequence of fuch a ftrangulation, before the furgeon could 
come to give afliltance. We ought therefore to ufe our utnoft 
endeavors to bring the prepuce forward as quick as pofiible. 

The moft effectual remedy is to fprink'e repeatedly cold water 
upon the part, in the mean time gently prefiing the (welled glans 
with the fingers dipped repeatedly in cold water, fo as to 
Squeeze our, ifpoffible, all the blood extravafated in its carver- 
nous fubftance. By thefe means, the turgefcency of the corpus 
cavernofum glandis will be moft efficacioufly diminifhed ; and 
by skilful management, gently prefiing the glans backwards, 
Vftrlft we endeavour with the fingers of the other hand to bring 
the prepuce over it forwards, we (hall very often fucceed, and 
relieve the patient from imminent danger. Ice, or water ren- 
dered by art as cold as ice, may perhaps be ufeful to the opera- 
tor in accomplishing this durable effect; but if the difeafe be 
accompanied with a venereal gonorrhoea, we mull be cautious 
with regard to the application of cold, left we might bring on a 
Worfe comprint, by repulfion, than the difeafe for which cold 
is applied. If we are foon able to reduce it, and the fymptoms 
be violent, we fhould not defer the operation, but make an in- 
cifion in the prepuce or fra?num ; an operation by no means dan- 
gerous, but abfolurely necefiary to prevent the moft difagree- 
able of all confluences of venereal complaints, a mortification 
of the glans penis. If there are venereal ulcers in one fide, I pre- 
fer always to make the incifion of the frarnum or prepuce on the 
other fide ; in order to fecure the wound, as well as pofiible, 
from the poifon, and to prevent its abforptien by the lympha- 
tics efMie fxefh wound. \ 
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C H A P. X. 
On Venereal Buboe;» 

A Swelling of any of the lymphatic glands of the body is 
called a Bubo ; and if fuch a f welling isoccafioneci by the 
venereal poifon, we then call it a Venereal Bubo. The latter 
only comes wiihin the plan of this treatife. 

Though buboes may arife in any part of the body where lym- 
phatic glands are fituated, yet we have no authentic obferv; 
Of their ever exifling any where except in the lymphatic glands 
of the groin, under the arm-pir, or of the extremities 5 an ^ even 
of thefe, thelatter are much lefs frequent than the former. 

Venereal buboes arife from two caufes, eflentialfy different 
from one another ; this difference has in general not been at- 
tended to with that accuracy which the importance of the fub- 
ject might feem to require. Buboes have hitherto been fuppo- 
fed to arife always from the venereal virus abforbed by the lym- 
phatics, and by them carried to the gland ; but this is not al- 
ways thecafe. Buboes frequently owe their origin to the poifon 
lodged on the fui face of the body, irritating there the mouths of 
the lymphatics, without being abforbed by them. Thefe veflcls 
being irritate^, produce a fwellingin the nearer! lymphatic gland 
they go to. In the one cafe the caufe of the bubo lies in the 
gland itfelf, in "the other without it ; fo that we may prop 
diftinguifh them, by calling the former an idiopathic, and the 
latter a fymphatic bubo* 

This dtftinction, founded on tl c 510ft evident fuels, is abfolute- 

Iy neceffary to regulars the method of cure. Eat the diftit.c- 

rion of idiopathic buboes into primary and fecondaty,. viz. fuch 
as arife from an original infection, and thofe which are fuppofed 
to owe their origin to the poifon depofited from the mafs into the 
gland, fee ms to be of no practical ufe whatever* 

Idiopathic venereal buboes, as we have obferved, owe their 
origin to the venereal poifon abforbed and lodged in the gland. 
This abforption frequently takes place after the virus has by its 
acrimony produced fome flight excoriation or ulceration in the 
furfaceof the glans, prepuce, urethra, genital parts, or extre- 
mities. Whether a bubo ever arifes, as has been hitherto gene- 
rally afferted, from the venereal virus being depofited from the, 
ttiafs into the gland, as peftilential buboes feem to aiife in the 
plague, is with me as vet a matter of doubt ; this aflertion feems 
hitherto rather founded o;i a gratuitous fuppofition than on real 
obfervation. But that buboes may fometimes, though fcldom, 
arife frona an immediate abforption, without any previous ex- 
coriation or ulcer in the furface of ihe body, is probable from 
feyeraJ authentic obfervations - } though this opinion has 

COJi- 
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controverted by feme modern writers.—-—— About 12 yeau 
ago, three foldiers came into the military hofpiral in one week, 
aliaffc-ried with a bubo from the fame woman. They had all been 
in perfect health a few days before ; neither had any of them 
th.- leaft excoriation in the genitals or thigh now, nor even any 
appearance of a running. — Whether this immediate abforptioa 
is owing to a torpid and lefs irritable habit of body, or the great- 
er fubtilty or Jefs irritating nature of the virus in fome cafes, i 
protend not to afcertain. But to this immediate abforption it is 
perhapsowing, that we cannot always avoid a bubo, or perhaps 
even the lues itfelf, by ufirig the beft preventatives ; though they 
may molt effectually prevent gonorrhoeas and original (hancres. 

That idiopathic buboes arife^iot only from the abforption of 
the venereal poifo'n from ulcers of the genitals or urethra, but 
likewise from venereal ulcers in any part of the upper or lower 
extremities, is confirmed by experience. I mall adduce a few 
examples by way of illuftration.— — — — A molt intimate friend of 
mine had, fame years ago, the misfortune of being affeded with 
fliancrcs. Bfing then on his travels, he took fome mercurial 
pills ; by the ufe of which the ulcers were cured in about ten 
days. The pills were then difcontinued, and he had no com- 
plaint till fix months after, when he was one night awaked by a 
violent itching at his right elbow. Next night, the itching re- 
turned ; and the third morning, upon examining the fpot, he 
found it covered with a thick yellow fcurf like a tetter. As he 
was at that time on a journey, he delayed taking advice ; think- 
ing that his complaint might perhaps gooff. But, two days af- 
ter, he perceived a fwelling itnder his arm-pit ; which, in three 
clays more, increafed tofuch a degree, that when he came to me, 
he was obliged to keep his arm a confiderable way out from his 
fide. I told him the nature of his complaint. In a few days, by 
proper applications, the tumor was difcuifed, and my patient 
perfectly cured fome weeks after. 

Soon after, I was confulted by a gentleman who had under- 
gone a mercurial courfe about fifteen months before, for a ve- 
nereal complaint, of which heimagined himfelf perfectly cured. 
Sbme weeks before he applied to me he began to feel a pain in 
themiddle of thefternum, which he took to be rheumatic. On 
this fuppofition, he rubbed the part affected with a piece of flan- 
nel, morning and evening. Thus the pain in the fternum was 
removed ; but thefecond morning after, the great toe of the left 
foot, and that next to it, were in like manner affected. This 
pain being removed by fridion with flannel as before, returned 
to the fternum ; from which being driven by a flmilar friction, 
it again returned to the foot. He now began to imagine that his 
complaint was of a gouty nature; but having ociafion to go 
abroad that day, he bached his foot in warm water, and pared a 

corn 
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T;orn Which he'haii upon one of the dffe&ed toes, 'in order to 
walk the more eafily. In performing this opera r ion, he cut to* 
deep, and a few drops of blood came. Upon this he immedi- 
ately defihVed ; but the next day, on examining the part, he 
found a little fuppuration had taken place ; upon which, he co- 
'vefed the fore wich a piece of clean linen. --^The fecond even- 
; ing, he felt a flight pain in the groin, which he then difregard- 
ed ; but inafewdays after, when one of the glands ftvelled r© 
thebignefs of a pigeon's Qgg^ he asked my advice. I informed 
him that he had not been radically cured of his former dlforder, 
and that the prefent fymptoms Were aconfequence of it ; that 
thepain both of the fternum and of the toes was ^venerea! ; and 
-that from the wound of the toe, and fuccecding Fuppuration, th» 
.poifon had'been abforbed by the lymphatics, and carried to the 
firft gland they met, which in this cafe was one -of the lower 
^lymphatic glans of the groin. The ulcer of the toe $111 comi- 
nucd, but was very' fmali, and difcharged a little matter refem- 
'bling pufs. I applied upon it a mercurial plafter, and cured fha 
'bubo, as well as the caufe of it, -by -a -courfe of mercurial frie^ 
'tions. 

Some y^ars ago, an eminent accoucheurm London, was called 
to deliver a woman, who unknown ro him was affected with 
'fhancres. Ulcers onhis hand, anda 'fweliing of the lymphatic 
"gland of the fore-arm, which proved very cbftinate, were thes 
'dreadful confequences. 

Sijmphatic venereal buboes, as 'I ''have already mentioned, owe 
their origin, not totheabforption of the venereal poifon, but to 
an irritation of the mouths of the neighbouring lymphatic vefTels- 
This fpecies of bubo we frequently meet with in ilmple venereal 
"gonorrhoeas ; or, where one'of the -glands is idiopathically af- 
fected, we fometimes fee two or three contiguous thereto, fwel- 
led by fympathy. In this cafe, however, only that which is 
really infected, continues to increafein bulk ; while the others 
•remain in the fame ftate, tnd at kft difappear without any 'in—, 
xreafe of their fuelling. 

Symphatic buboes go off fpontaneoufly, as foon as their itri~' 
rating caufe in the neighbourhood is removed'-; and 'it is only, 
this kind of buboes, which quacks, with their pretended nof~ 
trums, feem to remove fometimesin a few days ; while, on rhe 
other hand, wefreqnently hear fome patients complaining or in-» 
telligent phyficians, for not having been fufficiently expeditious 
in curing their bubo, or not having don»5 it without fuppurati-« 
-on, though they had formerly been Radically cured by a quack,' 
by the fimple application of a, mercurial ointment or plaiter to 
the part affe&ed. If fuch patients, however, were acquainted 
with the diSTerenC^ oetween the true nature of their prefent and 
former cemptakVc., they would eafily fee., tjbat, in th* former cafe, 
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the cure was not to be attributed to trie ointment or plafter aj> 
plied, but merely to the nature of thedifeafe ; whereas, in the 
latter, great skill and attention is often requisite, either to dif- 
cufs a bubo, or to cure it, after the attempt to difcufs it has 
proved ineffectual. 

Having eftablifhed this efTential diftinction betwixt Idiopathic 
and Smypathic buboes, I mould now proceed to fpeak of the 
method of treating them ; but, previous to this, I think it uft- 
ful to take notice of fome prejudices which are entertained by 
many, concerning the nature and cure of this complaint. 

By many people, efpecially thofe who inhabit the more fouth- 
eily parts of Europe, it is reckoned dangerous to >*folve or dif- 
cufs a venereal bubo. This prejudice arifes from an opinion, that 
the virus is by this method repelled and ablorbed into the mafs, 
where it afterwards occafions a general infection : whereas, if 
the bubo is cured by fuppuration, they imagine that no infection 
of the mafs is to be apprehended; but that, on the contrary, 
even in cafe any poifoa mould have been abforbed during the 
fuppuration, natonly the virus lodged in the gland is carried of^ 
but likewife the whole mafs is thereby purified. Hence they 
imagine that the abfeefs formed by the fuppuration of the bubo, 
is a kind of channel for cleanfing the body entirely from the ve- 
nereal poifon. As this opinion, however, is not only altogether 
erroneous, but may prove hurtful to the patient, at Ieaft by de- 
p riving him of an advantage which he might otherwife have en- 
joyed, I muff make two obfervations on this fubject. Firft, That, 
by the modern improved practice of applying mercurial frictions, 
the difcuffion of a bubo cannot poflibly occafion any fuch thing 
as arepulfton of the venereal virus into the mafs ; but that, on 
the contrary, by following this merhod, the virus lodged in the 
gland itfelf is effectually deftroyed : and, fecondty. That, though 
the virus fliould have been actually repelled from the gland into 
the mafs, fuch a repulfion would ftill be preferable to the me- 
thod of curing the bubo by fuppuration. 

But in order to fet this matter in the cleareft light, I muft have 
recourfe to the anatomical difcoveries which have been made 
about the lymphatic fyftera ; and then confider what muft be the 
confequence of mercurial fai&ions applied in the manner to be 
mentioned hereafter. 

We know from the obfervations of Profeffor Alexander Mon- 
ro, and thofe of the late Dr. W. Hunter, and particularly from 
Mr. Hewfon*s plates*, that the lymphatic or abforbent vefiels 

begin 

* Bit this, as well as the anatomy of the whole lymphatic fyltcm, and the 
difeafes depending thereon, will be more efpecially illuitrated by the Angu- 
larly accurate and bcautihil plates executed under the direction of Mr. Shel- 
don, at prefenclc&nrer of anatomy in London; which itis «9 be. hoped be 
wnUotj©n S T»^Uvl4f«^^epblic, - ' •— a * » s « ■ ^ y M ' 
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begin every where on the furface of the body, with th& fmalled 
ramifications; that, ingoing upwards i'rora the lower extremi- 
ties, they unite into larger branches, which terminate in the in- 
guinal glands, pouring i' T o them the liquid which they have ab- 
sorbed at their extremit. This liquid, which in a natural 
ftate is nothing but mild 1> .iph more or lefs diluted with water, 
which has been abforbed from the furface of the body, after be- 
ing poured into the lymphatic inguinal glands, is again abforbed 
by other lymphatic veiTels, which carry it to the abdomen, and 
thence through the thoracic duft into the mafs. Let us now fup- 
pofe that fome of the venereal poifon has been abforbed by the 
lymphatic veiTels of the genital .parts, or of the lower extremi- 
ties, and that confequently it has been carried along with the 
lymph into oae or more of the inguinal glands. The poifon thus 
brought into "the gland will either be abforbed again by the op- 
pofite abforbent veiTels, in which cafe it is carried into the mafs; 
or, what more frequently happens, it will, by its acrimony, ex- 
cite an irritation, and thereby nor only prevent its own abforption 
but produce an inflammation and fwelling of the gland. In thofe 
cjreumftances, the moft eligible thing both for the patient and 
phyfician, would be, if poflible, to deftroy and eradicate the 
poifon lodged in the gland. For this purpofe, we know 
mercury is a fpecific ; but the queftion is, how to bring it 
into the affefted gland. Formerly practitioners, through a de- 
fetf of anatomical knowledge, imagined they could introduce the 
mercury into the gland, by rubbing the mercurial ointment upon 
the gland itfelf. But fo far was this from, having the intended 
effect, that buboes treated in fuch a manner generally became 
- more inflamed, fuppurated, and even fometimes mortified. By 
fuch an application no mercury is introduced into the affeded 
gland; or, if it happens now and then, it is merely by chance ; 
for we knew that the lymphatics anting from the skin immedi- 
ately above the gland do not take their eourfe into the fubflance 
of the gland, but proceed obliquely upwards to the. abdomen. 
Hence the bad or good effects produced in that cafe are not to 
be afcribed to the mercury, but rather to the mechanical irrita- 
tion occafioned by the frictions, and would probably have, taken 
place had any other ointment been employed.- But- ri^ inflead 
of rubbing the mercurial ointment upon the gland ■•Uftlr, the 
fame be rubbed into the thigh or leg of the fide affected; we sre 
to exped, according, to the diicoveries of the eourfe of the lym- 
phatic veiTels, that the mercury will be abforbed by ihek extre- 
mities, and from thence conveyed to the affetfed gland, where 
meeting with the venereal poifon, it will moil effectually exert 
its fpecific power againft it. That this is really fne 'cafe, ap- 
pears from the fuccefsful practice of this method; for, 1 
wercuiialfritow have, been applied Upon the pfopei place* 
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in time, before the inflammation has gone too great a length, we 
find, that; in eight buboes out often, the poifon is thereby either 
deitroytd,. or at Ieaft fo changed in its nature, that it is now no 
more capable of irritating the gland any further ; nor do we ob- 
ferve, thet the virus thus changed, and then abforbed along, 
with the mercury, does ever afterwards produce any venereall 
ffymptoms-in the mafs»- 

But let us even fuppofethat the mercury has not cleftroyed the. 
poifon lodged in the gland* but has driven it into the blood, as 
thofe patients commonly believe. What will be th« confe- 
quence ?■ The fame, undoubtedly, as when a victorious herodif- 
lodges and chafes a flying enemy before him. The very fame, 
isemedy which drove the poifon from the gland into the mafs,- 
will purfue it there alfo ; and either expel it altogether, or r 
render it, one way or other, inoffenfive to the body. 

To elucidare this matter ftill further, Imuftanfwer a queftion 
which I have htard frequently propofed, viz.. Why does the me- 
thod of rubbing mercury into the extremity not always fucceed 
in difcufiing the bubo in every flage of thediforder ? For the fo— 
lution of this queflion, we muft again have rccourfe to anatomy.- 
From this we know, that there are two feries of lymphatic: 
glands in the groin, called the upper and lower inguinal glands. 
In mcit. people there is a communication between thefe two or- 
ders of glands :■ in this cafe, the lymphatic vefTels of the inferior 
glands communicate with the fuperior ones, whence again others^ 
arife which take their courfe through the abdomen into the 
thoracic duft- But in other perfons there is. no fuch communi- 
cation ;the lymphatic veflehof the inferior inguinal glands pro- 
ceed diredtly to the abdomen, without inofculating with the fu- 
periorones. Now, the venereal virus being abforbed by the 
lymphatics of the genitals, is generally carried to the fuperior 
inguinal glands* where it produces the bubo. Whenever there- 
fore the inferior inguinal glands have the above mentioned com* 
jpunication with the fuperior oses, the mercury rubbed into the 
infide of the thigh or leg will be abforbed, carried to the infe- 
rior, and from thence to the fuperior inguinal glands, where it 
will produce the defired effect. Bur, on the other hand, where* 
no communication of this kind takes place, the mercury is car- 
ried from the extremity, to the inferior inguinal glands, and from 
chence to the abdomen, without ever reaching the affe&ed glancf, 
on which of confequence itcan produce no effect*.. 
But 

* The i.une \u,i „n» ite u ppen where the inflammation of the bubo Is 
gonetoo for, 01 where a fchirrholiry is Formed in the gland. Mercury in thefe 
sales can have lirtle or no accefs to the gland j or though it ceuld, would yet, 

fcc vstv jittfe. zbis to ebangc uhe a%mf which %hc difeale fa« nov aflupfcfc. 
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But let us- even go further, and fuppore, that the method of 
fireatment juft recommended has not been followed ; but that, in- 
stead of it, the irritating matter has been blunted, and the ab— 
forption of the poiibn from the gland effected by other fedativc 
or difcutiect applications. What will be the confequence ? I 
anfwer, inileadof a bubo, the patient will be affected with adif- 
eafe of the whole fyftem ; which, if recent, may be certainly 
and radically cured in a few weeks time, without an^tbad co;,- 
fequences remaining ; whereas- the complaint with which he was- 
affected before, is fometiraes^very dangerous, at other times ex- 
tremely obftinate, and always of avery tedious nature. Befides, 
CVJn when the fuppuration is of'the bell kind, which, how- 
ever, is far from being always the cafe, the poifon, before or 
after the abfeefs is formed, inftead of being entirely evacuated, 
h if not conlfantly, at leaiV very frequently, abforbed into the 
fyftem. Thus the diforder which the patientfo much dreaded is 
really produced ; for the cure of which he wili'atlaft beobliged' 
to have recourfe to msreury, the remedy he was formerly fo- 
much afraid of. 

Let us now proceed to the method of euro* 

Method of Cure. 

FROiM the obfervations laid down, it appears, that every un- 
prejudiced practitioner, in any. cafe of an idiopathic bubo, frould 
always attempt to difcufs it as foon as poflible, by any method 
whatever, provided the inflammation has not rifen to too great 
an height, or figns of fuppuration have already made their appear- 
ance. The moft effectual method of difcuffing tumours of this 
kind, is, as I have already mentioned, by mercurial frictions ap- 
plied to the infide of the thigh or leg of the affected fide if 
the bubo happens to be inguinal, or to the arm if the bubo be 
under the arm-pit. Occafionally a'fo, in theibrmei cafe, fric- 
tions may be ufed to the perineum orfcrotum. But as the fuc- 
cefs of thefe frictions is limited to a few days, they ought to be 
made not only with due care and attention, but, if circumftan- 
ces permit, be repeated twice a-day. Venefaction or a purge 
will, occafionally, hkewife contribute greatly to the intended 
effect- 

To the- gland itfelfl" never apply any thing but a mercurial 
platter ; and from this I expect nothing towards the accompl'ih- 
ment of the cure, but make ufe of it only to keep the patient's mind 
eafy. Of late a poultice made of the root of Atropa mandrage- 
ra has been much recommended for the refolution of a bubo ; and 
by others a poultice made of the root of Daphne mezcrtum. They 
certainly both deferve to be tried, either alone, efpecially where 
the fci&ons fecm to have no efftct, or along with the fritf ions. 

la 
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Ih obflinate cafes alfo, I would advife the application of dry 
cupping glaflfes to the fwelled gland, which has been attended, 
with fuccefs at Edinburgh. Repeated vomits, with cold appli- 
cations to the part afivded, have been likewife recommended as. 
ufeful for the difcuflion of a bubo ; but I have never had occa- 
sion to try either of thefe remedies; nor indeed the. hemlock, 
which has been praifcd for this purppfe both as internally and, 
externally exhibited. 

During the whole time that a refolution of the bubo is at- 
tempted, the patient ought to abftain from exercife, and con- 
fine himfelf to a very low diet ; as a contrary regimen might 
greatly tend to increafe the inflammation. With regard to mer- 
curial fridions on the gland itfelf, I have already given my rea- 
fonsfor difapproving of rhem. Indeed raoft of the idiopathic 
buboes which 1 have had occaiion to fee treated either in this 
way or by any other irritating remedies, have inflamed and fup- 
purated, though the application was made with a view to pre- 
vent that difagreeable circumftance ; and there are now but ve-. 
ry few practitioners, let their knowledge be ever fo little of the 
recent difcoverie.s concerning the lymphatic fyftem, that would 
truft to fuch an application for producing a. difcuflion. 

When I fay that an irritation of the gland itfelf will rather be 
followed by an inflammation and fuppuration than a refolution, 
£ purpofely mention an idiopathic venereal bubo ; for fympathe- 
tic buboes may certainly difappear after the ufe of mercurial fric*- 
tions applied upon the gland itfelf, as I have frequently obfer- 
ved. We ought not, however, even in this cafe, toafcribe their, 
refolution to the mercurial fridions, poultices, 8cc. which have 
been applied ; but to the Ample operation of nature; becaufe 
fympathetic buboes will always go off by themfelves without 
any application whatever. For their removal, as I have alrea- 
dy obferved, nothing more is requifite than to abate or remove 
the ftimul us from the mouths of the lymphatics. This fad, is- 
fufficienf^ I think to convince us of the importance of diftin- 
guifhing in pradice the idiopathic buboes, or fuch as owe their 
origin to the venereal virus abforbed from fhancres of the geni- 
tals or extremities, from fympathetic ones, ari&ng from the mere 
irritation of the lymphatic veflfels, and generally accompanying 
fimple gonorrhoeas, fwelled tefticles, &c. without the appear* 
ance of any venereal ulcer. 

Thus far with regard to the treatment of venereal buboes by 
refolution. I now come to treat of thofe that are either too 
Far gone to admit of refolution, or that refill it on any other ac- 
count. 

That a bubo will not adroit of refolution, we know by the 
tumour continuing to increafe in fize, and becoming red and 
painful after the proper application of the mercurial friftions or 

cuke: 
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fether iefolvemts had been made ufe of fcr four or five days. As 
foon as weobferve, thus, all our attempts to procure a re-fok;- 
tion fruftrated, we are now to employ all means to bring on as 
mild and fpeedy a fuppuration as poflible. Here, however, We 
meet with three kinds of buboes effentially different from one 
another, each of which requires a treatment peculiar to itfelf* 
nay, diametrically oppofite to that of the other. This diftinctioa 
is fo material, that the treatment which will bring the one kind 
to a mild fuppuration, if applied to the other, may occafion ve- 
ry dangerous fymptoms, and even prove fard. 

In thejfr/?, all the fymptoms of inflammation run very high, 
fometimes even to mortification ; in the Jceond, the fame fymp- 
toms to arife from too great an irritability, of the body ; where- 
as, in the third, the moft irritating medicines are hardly ableto 
raife the inflammation to fuch a pitch as is neceffary for bring- 
ing oh a fuppuration. In the former, it isneceffary to moderate 
the inflammatory diathefls : in the latter, to excite and augment 
it. When the patient, therefore, is otherwife of a healthy* 
ftrong, and vigorous conftitution j the inflammation high ; the 
pain Severe, and accompanied with an inflammatory fever ; 
bleeding, fometimes even repeated, as circumftances require, may 
be neceffary. Leeches, however, or, in want of them, fcarifr* 
cation of the part affe&ed, are oiten preferable to general bleed* 
ings. In other refpefts, low diet, cooling drink, an antiphlo- 
gistic purgative, the warm bath, and an emollient poultice ap- 
plied conftantly warm to the gland, and changed when itgrows 
cool, are to be inflftedupon in thefe kinds of buboes. 

In the fecond kind, the fymptoms of inflammation feem to run 
very high, merely from too great an irritability. Bur this may- 
be eafily diftinguifted from the other, by the weaker, fmoothcr, 
and more frequent pulfe ; as alfoby the conftitution of the pa-* 
tient. In fuch circumftances, general evacuations, inftead of 
being of fervice, I obferved in general to be really prejudicial 5 
the patient, on the contrary, ought to be allowed a fuller diet : 
opium ought to be given every night or every other night, the 
Peruvian bark through the day ,and to the external eroolient ap* 
plieations we here properly join fome fedatiye. In a cafe of 
this kind probably it was, that Mr. Brambilla faw a young man 
to whom a bubo proved fatal by becoming gangrenous, after, a 
courfe of calomel along with a ftrong decodion of the woods 
was adminiftered to him. I muft make upon thisoccafion a ge- 
neral remark, that mercury ought never to be given either inter- 
nally or externally, unlefs for fome very particular reafon, dur- 
ing the inflammatory ftate of a bubo, or any other venereal com- 
plaint. During that ftate, I haye never feen a-y good, but of- 
ten very bad effefls refulting from it, and more efpecially whea 
rubbed, iatg the inflamed gland, 
•*■"" ' The 
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The third lend of buboes, eflentially different from the two 
format, we meet not unfrequently in patients of relaxed, debi- 
litated, or of a caehecVic or fcorbutic habitof body. When this 
-is the cafe, the tumour of thi gland, though it feems red aad 
inflamed, will rife very little and flowly ; the patient feels but 
little pain ; no fever attend* ; or, if any, is is rather of the low 
'kind, and rhe pulfe is weak, with fomedepreffion of fpirits.--- 
In fuch cafes (that of fea fcurvy excaptedj mercury will fome- 
times be ufefuland neceffarv, but evacuations of -any kind are 
■hurtful-; a full diet with wine will be proper ; «nd an infufion 
of bark in wine or fome other rtrengthening and aromatic me- 
dicines, together with local applications of more or lefj active 
tfli mutants, will be proper. 

If fymptoms of the fea fcu-rvy prevail, mercury ought never to 
bemp.de ufe of ; the patient may, befides the ufe of wine and 
Peruvian bark,&c. eat oranges and other ripe fruit, or make ufe of 
the juice of antifcorbutic herbs, and take moderate exercife, in 
a free open air every day. 

If by thefe means, or any other method, the bubo is at laft 
brought to fuppuration, m«fl writers advife the artificial open- 
ing oJ theahfeefs ; but I choofe rather to leave this to narure* 
from ry.pe.iience I have found, that nature, left to herfelf, fcarce 
ev:r fails to »ak? an opening in due time ; whereas, artificial 
openings are often made before nature defires it, to wit, before 
ths abfceOs is fully formed and ripe. I have befides obfervei 
heradvani-a^e. , viz. that the abfeefs opened by nature gene- 
rally heals much eafier ; whereas, that opened by an incifion, or 
the application of a cauftic, I have feen fometimes followed by 
vdifagreeabJe confequences, not only making the cure more tedi- 
ous and troublefome, but leaving a large cicatrix behind ; which 
laft we ou^ht aKvays to make an eiTential point carefully to 
avoid, efpecially in women, for reafons fufficiently obvious. la 
this we fhalJ generally fucceed, if the operation is left to nature. 
The abfeefsthen, does generally not open, till there is a thorough 
fuppuration of the gland ; and the cicatrix is in a fhort time af- 
ter, for the moil part, either fcar>_ely vifible, or entirely difap- 
pears. 

There are, however, Tome particular cafes in which itjnay 
beproper to afli/l nature, either by making a dilatation of the 
opening, or makingan artificial incifion altogether. Where we 
meet with buboes, which, notwithstanding the metes above- 
mentioned, remain inflamed and hard, without either coming 
to a refolution or fuppuration, befides other remedies a fmall 
bit of the lapis infernalis or common cauftic, about the fizeof a 
pea, may be advantageoufly applied to the middle of the bubo, 
for about two, or at molt three hours, the efchar afterwards 
arwoiiued with a little of the unguentum cceruleura fortius, and 
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Vhe whole covered with a warm emollient poultice. . This me- 
thod, fir ft propofed by Mr. Plenck, I havefeen feverai times fol- 
lowed with fuccefs. 

Herelmuft add, that, 'infeveral instances, I have obferved the 
common method of applying a large cauftic on the bubo for ten 
or twelve hours, in order to bring it to fuppuration, attended 
with very bad confluences. The event, in two cafes, was a 
mortification, and in others a very large ichorous and bad ulcer, 
which in one inftance appeared really to grow cancerous, and at 
laft proved fatal to the patient : this, I have never feen happea 
from the application of the ffnall cauftic above mentioned. 

In other cafes, initead of the cauftic, we may fometime's ex- 
pect the fame effed from an application of the emplafirum com" 
munecum gummi ; or from a poultice made of onions limply 
roafted, or boiled in oil. A fuppurative liniment has alfo been 
recommended, made of e'qual parts of the ungucntu'm de arthani- 
ta, the unguentum mercuriale, and the brl'ifed mandragora root, 
mixed with a fufficient quantity of honey > but i never had an 
opportunity of trying it. 

When the abfcefs has been opened either by nature or art, we 
are generally advifed to adminifter mercury internally and exter- 
nally, and thus treat the ulcer as a venereal one. This practice 
is generally undoubtedly very good ; but in fome eafes mercurial 
Frictions, or mercury given internally, will prove hurt ful, nay 
often give rife to very dangerous fymptoms. 

No general method, therefore, can be laid down for the treat- 
ment of an exulceratedbubo 5 but the practitioner muftbe direc- 
ted by the nature of the difeafe, and theconflitution of the pati- 
ent, as mentioned above* where I fpoke of the inflammatory itate 
t>f the buboes. If the patient be vigorous, Without Fever, the 
pufs of a good confluence -and mild nature, no external applica- 
tion to the fore feems neceifary ; but a continuation of the fame 
poultice which brought on the fuppuration, will certainly for- 
ward the cure more than any thing eife. If the abfcefs affumc<? 
the nature of a Venereal ulcer, meicurial Injecuoni may be joined 
to the internal ufe of that mineral; 

But there are other cafes of ulcerated buboes, which havehi^ 
therto either been internally overlooked, or not properly attend- 
ed to. Sometimes the abfcefs, inftead of healing, either refbairii^ 
Under the continued ufs of mercury, in the fame flare for many 
Weeks, or affumes a relaxed and flabby appeaiance; the dif- 
charge is copious, thin, and ichorous, at the fame time, that 
the health of the patient, In Mead of growing better, gradually 
grows worfe and worfe. In thefe circumftances, a qufte differ- 
ent treatment will be necefTafy. If the mercury before admi- 
nistered, has produced feme fenfible effects of its having been ab- 
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forbed into themafs, we mould not oblrinately afcribe the pre- 
fent fymptoms to the inefficacy of the mercurial preparation w-e 
have made life of, and confequently have recourfe to another* 
We ought rather to fake the hint given by nature, and not per- 
filUo.iger in the ufe of a remedy, from which we find no good 
.effect. Mercury is a poifon forthofe patients: they require -a 
-full diet, wine, an infufion of the bark in wine, with a free ufe 
of the country air, and gentle exercife. For the ulcer, an 
injection of the aqua vicriolica campharata, or, according to 
circumftances, a fomentation with the Peruvian bark repeated 
twice or three times a-day, is the neceiTary application ; the 
fore (hould be covered with fine lint or apiece of foft fponge, 
that the matter may be freely difcharged. The drefiings may 
be kept on by a piece of adhefive plafter fpread on linen. To 
prevent excoriations of the thigh from the acrid d'ifcharge offuch 
ulcers, the application of alitde white cerate to the furrounding 
part will be fufficient. 

The following cafe will ferve as an illuftration of what I have 
juftnow afferted. An ulcerated bubo was, according to the 
common courfe of practice, treated as a venereal one, by the in- 
ternal and external ufe of mercury. The patient was by this 
method, after eight weeks time, fo much reduced, and the ulcer 
had fo bad an appearance, that it was thought proper to have 
the advice of another perfon ; when I was confulted. I found, 
upon examination, the flabby relaxed atonic appearance of the 
ulcer. I told the phyfician and furgeon, who hitherto had 
treated the patient, that I thought the continuation of.mercury 
improper ; that the internal and external ufe of ftrengthening 
medicines, and a full diet, with wine, were the only remedies. 
They both were of opinion, that my advice was an unreafon- 
able one ; and that the ufe of mercury was to be continued, on- 
ly in a different preparation. However, after a good deal of con- 
verfation, I prevailed on them to try only for eight or ten days 
what I had propofed ; and the patient finding the courfe agreed 
with him, he continued the fame for about fix weeks, when he 
was perfectly recovered. 

A firailar cafe occurred fome time ago to a friend of mine in 
London, who gave the fame advice to a patient that had been 
treated before for along time in the like manner, and the pati- 
ent found the fame benefit of it. A remarkable circumflance I 
muft take notice of, which happened with this latter patient : 
under the courfe of mercurials he fweated every flight a great 
deal ; he put on every morning a clean fhirt, made of new li- 
nen ; all thefe (him, about a dozen in number, after having 
been once or twice wafli-d with other linen in the common man- 
ner, grew fo tender that thev feemed tobeqJte rotten. 

if, alter a fuppuration has taken place, and the abfeefs has 
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been opened, part of the gland (hould Mill remain fwelled and 
hard, repeated purges, with the continued ufe of the above- 
mentioned remedies, will effectual] y remove that diforder. 

The £nufes or fiiiulas which are femetimes apt to ariTe after 
fuch ulcers, are for the moft part eafily prevenred, as well by- 
proper injections, as by a fuitable poiture of the patient whenf 
in bed, and by a gentle, but careful prefTure, fqueezing out the 
matter all round, every morning and evening. 

If fiftulas or finufes have been formed from an ulcerated buboy 
and refufe to yield to the above mentioned injections, the knire 
muft be employed : however, they feldom or never occur, if the 
furgeon be attentive to the polture of the patient, diiate the 
opening in tirae if necefTary, and the patient complies exactly- 
with his directions. 

Hemlock, both internally and externally applied, has been 
ftrongly recommended for -cancerous as well as fchirrhous buboes:' 
but I never faw it effect a radical cure where there was a real 
cancer ; though there is nothing to hinder its being tried : buc 
in fuch cafes, the only method, that I know for avoiding death,' 
or atleaft a moft fniferable life, is the total excifiori of the can- 
cerous gland, if practicable, and that not too long deferred. 

Having thus finifhed the treatment of topical venereal com- 
plaints, I now proceed to thole arifing from an univerfal infec- 
tion, or, as it is commonly called., a confirmed pox* 



CHAP. XL 
On the Syphilis, or Venereal Difcafe in particuLr . ■ 

HAVING premifed fome neceflary obfervations concerning 
venereal infection, thenatwreof the virus and the differ-* 
ent appearances of fyphiiinc complaints in ge^.eial, in the be- 
ginning of this treatife, I how enter into the confiderauon of the 
nature, fymptoms, and cure of the fyphilis or venereal difeafe, 
commonly called confirmed has or pox^ in particular. 

The effects or fymptoms which the venerea! virus is apt to 
produce when abforbed into the mafs, are- fhortly as follow : 

i. In the eyes : 1 he moft violent of all inflammations, with a 
cifcharge of puriform matter, (from a repelled gonorrhcea), end- 
ing generally in perfect biindnefs ; or an ophthaimy of a mors 
chronic kind, from the venereal virivs depofued from the mafs, 
affecting the eye itfelf, or the eye lids ; and femetimes alfo the 
fiftula lychrymalis. 

2. In thenars : Deafnefs, witkor without a puriforsa di?- 
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charge, (from a repelled gonorrhoea), or from the venereal virus, 
affecting the ear, or th,e orifice of the Euilachia.n tube in the fau-. 
ces. 

5. In the nofe: Ulcers in the noftrils ; an ulceration of the. 
mucous membrane of the nofe, with a caries of the bones, and 
a difcharge of fetid ichor, known by the name of ozoena, 

4. In the mouth and throat: Ulcers, caries of the oiTa palati-. 
naor antrum maxillary, erofion of the velum, &c. fore throat, co-. 
ryza, paraphonia. 

5. I/z orabout the genital parts, it will either produce, or r 
whit indeed is more frequently the cafe, it will prove, a. per- 
petual fomes ofexcoriations, ulcers, fillulas, gleets, warts, con- 
dylomata, polypi. Whether the gonorrhoea, fwelled tefticles, or, 
buboes, ever arife from the poifon being deposited there from, 
the mafs, is with me* for want of authenticated facts, flill a 
matter of doubt, as I mentioned above. 

6. In the skin : Copper-coloured fpots, tetters, fcabs, ef peci-. 
ally on the margin of the fcalp, or in the beard ; a fcald head, 
or tinea ; and when the difeafe is very inveterate, it fometimes, 
though feldom, produces a kind of leprofy over the whole fur- 
face of the body ; a corruption of the nails, and ulcers cf the. 
moft malignant kind, ira different parts of the body. 

7. In th : e bones : Either the moft painful and excruciating 
fwellings, commonly called tophi exofwfes, $cc.efpeciajly trou- 
blefome at night when the patient grows, warm in bed ; or an, 
ulceration in their external, or a corruption of their, internal 
fubftance, difeafes known by the name of caries and Jpina vento~. 
fa. The bones molt liable .to be affeded by this difeafe, are. 
thofe which are not covered with mufcles, as the tibia, the ra* 
dius, the elbow, the procelTus coracoideus, the itemum, the o\ 
frontis, and other bones of the head, &c. 

8. Sometimes the venereal poifon will produce effecls, the na- 
ture of which is. fo concealed, that they feem rather owing to, 
fome other caufe. Such are pains in feveral parts of the body 
refembling thofe of the rheumatifm ; pains in the articulations 
rambling the gout ; white fwelling ; nervous or heftic fevers;, 
confumptions of the lungs, or fimple emaciation without any ap->. 

p^ent vice in any vifcus of the body. Thefe fymptomv 

have by phyficians obtained the name of morbi venerei larvat'u 

9. Sometimes the lues is really combined with other dif orders, 
fuch as the fea-fcurvy, intermittent fevers, confumptions, &o 
Thefe are called morbi venerei complicati, and deferve the ut- 
jnoft attention of the pra&itioner ; becaufe the fuccefs of the. 
cure will often in a great meafure depend on the accurate 
knowledge and diftin&ion of thefe complaints. 

The fpecific remedy now generally applied for all kinds of 

venereal dif orders, is mercury in its different preparations. 

Though, 
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Though there are perhaps remedies of the vegetable kingdom, 
equally powerful as mercury to cure the venereal difeafe in all 
itsftages, they being either unknown 01 difficult to begot, aie 
neglected. Mercury is made ufe of, not only on account of its 
fpecific power againft this diforder, but becaufe it is a remedy. 
which is cheap, eafily to be pot, and quick and certain in its 
effeds ; in the fame manner, though we can cure agues by other 
remedies, we employ now-a-days feldomany thing elfe but the 
Peruvian bark. 

Saveral hypothefes have been advanced in order to explain the 
manner in which mercury producesthofe powerful effeds. None 
of them are founded on real facts ; all of them are therefore little 
fatisfadory. Some fay mercury acts by its metallic weight, 
Others by its aft rin gent quality, others by its power of promot- 
ing all kinds of excretions, and fo on. If thofe writers had on- 
ly confidered, that fometimes two or three grains of mercury 
brought into the mafs, make the moft violent venereal fymp- 
toms difappear, I think they would have never had recourfe to 
fuch an explication. Perhaps, if there was an opinion to be 
advanced about this matter, ehemiilry could afford us a more 
teafonable and fatisfadory theory, by fuppoiing i hat mercury has 
a peculiar attradive power, or what is commonly called a che- 
mical affinity, to the venereal poifon, by means of which, 
wherever it meets with that poifon, it readily unites, and forms 
a kind of compound with it, which now has no longer any of 
the qualities which either of the fubftanccs had before the union; 
and therefore the effed produced by the poifon muR, in the mo-* 
ment that union takes place, unavoidably ceafe, and the patient 
find himfelf either relieved, or, if the poifon has been faturatcd 
with a fufficient quantity of mercury, be radically cured, By 
this theory we would perhaps be more able net only, to account 
for a few grains of mercury relieving fometimes the moft excruci- 
ating venereal pains of the bones, but alfo why mercury taken 
internally removes venereal ulcers, without any external appli-r 
cation, Sec. It would further feem probable from thefe effeds, 
that mercury has a greater chemical attradion to the venereal 
poifon, than it ha.s to any acid ; and that, given in any of its fa- 
line preparations, wherever it meets with that poifon, it leave* 
immediately the acid with which it was combined, and unites 
with the poifon. I could fupport this opinion, perhaps, if I 
added, that mercury cures the venereal difeafe the eafier and 
fooner the more minutely it is divided ; that, in order to pro- 
duce the defi red effed, it is always neceffary that it be abforbed 
into the mafs ; but that it never cures the venereal complaints 
though abforbed into the mafs, if not carried in fufficient quan- 
tity to the place or part affeded. 7n this manner we could per- 
haps eafier explain why it often cures the venereal diforder with- 
out 
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out any fenfible Increafe of any of the different fecretions or ex~ - 
cretions of the body ; and why, if it produces purging, immo- 
derate fweating, or falivation, it very often leaves the venereal 
difeafe uncured behind. But though we could thus refolve all 
thefe different que (lions in a more fatisfa&ory manner, I mull 
confefs that this theory is as little as the former founded on any 
real faCt, but on mere conjectures ; and therefore, as long as it 
remains in this flare, itis equally ufelefs as all other hypothefes 
in the practice of phyfic, where it may be fufficient for us to 
know the fpecific remedy to cure the diforder, without being 
acquainted how it produces its effeds, though fuch a knowledge, 
could it be attained, would lead undoubtedly to great improve-; - 
ments in curing thofe complaints*. 

Mtcfiod' of Cure* 

If the patient be flrong enough to bear the immediate ufe off 
mercury, I begin generally by giving him a purgative ; and the 
next day I let him bathe in a warm bath, made of a decoction of 
bran, or of fimple foft water. In this bath, the warmth of 
whicli fhould be determined by the agreeable feeling of the pati- 
ent, he ought to fir for half an hour or an hour's time; during 
the latter end of which time, he may be rubbed gently all over 
withaficfh brufh, or a piece of flannel. Coming out of the 
bath he may take a glafs of good wine, if his circumftances wiil 
admit it, and then go to bed. By thefe means the skin will be 
well cleanfed, and be better fitted for tranfmitting the perfpira- 
tiom If he is plethoric, or accuftomed to bleeding, venefection 
may be proper and ufeful, previous to his beginning the ufe of 
mercury. 

With regard to the feveral mercurial preparations, I fhall fpeak : 
hereafter. We fhould only be careful and attentive to obferve 
whether the mercurial courfe agrees, at firft, with the patient ; 
and if it does not agree, without hefitation change it^ Thofe 
patients who will not bear frictions, bear fometimes very readily 
the internal ufe of crude mercury or its faline preparations, and 
vice verfa. Others who will not bear mercury internally, will 
bear the frictions, or fometimes will not bear one mercurial pre- 
paration, while they bear another. Some will bear them more 
eafily in pills, others in powder, or difTolved in fome liquid. To 
thofe whofe conftitution, circumftances or choice are againft mer- 
curial friftions, wemay give Plenck's folution of mercury in 
gum arabic, made into pills : they agree with moft ftomachs, 

even 

* Thole ot my icadcis who wish to be nioie fully initrucUd about the ope- 
ration anJufeofmerctrv, Imnflrefer to Dr. Duncan's Obfeivations on th* 
fubjeft, publiihed a.t Edinburgh, 
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*<»v?:rfuch as fometimes can bear no other mercurial preparation ; 
or, according to circumliances, crude mercury Subdued with 
-conferve of rofes, or-conferva cardiaca, calomel prepared ac- 
cording to Mr. Scheie's direction, and the hydragyrum nitratura 
cinereum, or pulvls mtrenrii crnereus of the new Edinburgh 
Pharmacopoeia, are the m'ldeft and perhaps moft fui fable prepaia- 
tionsfor thofe flomachs which are not able to bear any other fa- 
line mercurial preparation. Mercury rubbed down with fugar- 
candy, or calcined mercury mixed with opium, may fometimes, 
according to circumftances, be very advantageous , bur, as I 
have mentioned before, great judgment and atrention are re- 
quired in administering thofe medicines, as well as with regard 
-to diet, bathing, 8cc. which it is impoflible to enter into a mi- 
nute detail of any particular circumflance. The following rules, 
-however, befides thofe to be mentioned below under the head of 
Mercurial Preparations, may ferve as general ones. 

The patient whom we undertake to cure of the lues, rouft 
have fufficient ftrength to bear the ufe of mercury ; and neither 
be affected with any nervous, putrid, hedic, or inflammatory 
-fever, nor with fei-fcurvy, or cancerous complaints, or gan- 
grenous ulcers. In all thefe cafes, I have conftantly obferved 
mercury not oi.ly prove hurtful, but in feme inilances, where 
•its ufe was inflfted upon, even fatal to the patient. Thofe dif- 
crders, ifpoffible, Should therefore be previoufiy removed ; or 
•if the venereal fymptoms prevail fo much, that they make the 
immediate ufe of mercury indifpenfably neceffary, proper roedi--- 
cincs ought to be conjoined with mercury. 

For reltoring a proper degree offtreqgth and vigour, an health- 
ful country air is one cf the firft requifites ; then affes or cows 
•milk as it comes from the animal ; or, what in fome instances I 
-have found far better for patients in eafy circumftances, a flrong 
healthy country wet-nurfe, whom the patient may fuck him- 
Xclf ; or if he finds this difagreeable, (or too dangerous), the 
breaft of the woman may be drawn with a proper inftrumer.t, and 
the patient fhould drink the milk immediately : this milk is the 
•greateir Arengthenerl know of, for debilitated patients. His 
diet may oth.-rwife confift: of light puddings ; tender meat of mid- 
dle-aged animals of all kinds, not too far, efrecially rOafted ; and 
at dinner, if he likes good Itrong beer (or porter), he may drink 
it; otherwife a few glaffes of good and genuine Spanifh Hun- 
garian wine will beufeful. Moderate exercife of any kind, and 
occafionally fridions of the whole body, wiil greatly aftiil the 
above regimen. As for medicines, he mould in general take 
none; or, it' their ufe fhould be absolutely neseffary, cr if the 
patient defires any, fmall dofes oiUhe beft Peruvian baik, finely 
powdered in fubflance, or mixed with genuine old hock, 1 have 
found excellent. If c]ic patient be very low, a f ,k gyre made of 
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iron diflolved in vitriolic arther, I have found fuperior to any 
other medicine. The cold bath will be fomeiimes ufeful, but at 
other times very improper. This, with cheerful compaRy, and 
avoiding venery or nocturnal pollutions, will greatly contribute 
to recover the ftrength neceffary for enabling the patient to bear 
the ufe of mercury. I fhall, however, make one remark more 
here, which, as far as I know, has not bean taken notice of by 
any former Writer on this fubjed, that weaknefs, low-fpirited- 
refs, and anaphrodyfia, are fometimes the immediate effects of 
the venereal virus lurking in the body, and in that cafe I have 
found mercury to be the beft ftrengthener ; I have feen people in 
that ftate gain fo much ftrength in eight or ten days, from the 
internal ufe of mercury, that they were moft agreeably furpri- 
fed. 

During the ufe of mercury, a mixed diet of vegetables and ani- 
mals, as the moft natural to mankind, is proper ; avoiding fat* 
hard, indigestible food. Acids will fometimes caufe a griping or 
purging, under a courfe of mercury : where that happens, they 
fhould be avoided. At table, the moderate ufe of wine cannot 
be hurtful. As to porter, or any other kind of beer, it does not 
agree with all ftomachs under a mercurial courfe ; where it does* 
I fee no reafdn why it may not be moderately indulged-, and 1 
never faw in thofe circuraftances any harm from it. Bmt what I 
principally infift upon, is, that the patient fhould go early to 
bed : indulging fleep is rather ferviceable during a mercurial 
courfe. Moderate exercife on foot, in a chaife, or on horfeback, 
if the air be warm and dry, I found always more ufeful, than 
to confine him to his room. But if the weather be moift or very 
eold, it will be fifer to ftayat home. Night air is particularly 
dangerous; for it is in general cold and damp, and fhould be 
therefore, by every patient under a mercurial courfe, moft care- 
fully avoided. I have known feveral inftances, where venereal 
patients, during the ufe of mercury, through Inattention to this 
point, have ruined their health and constitution for manv years, 
or even for life. Where the patient's bufinefs or circumftanccs 
of life abfolurely oblige h!m to go out in very cold or damp 
weather, he fhould never do it without being warm cloathed, 
and wearing a flannel or cal'ico waiftcoat under his fhirt, and a 
pair of good warm woollen ftoekings. 

Thus we proceed with the ufe of mercury, if no peculiar 
fymptoms prevent it : let the patient bathe once or twice a-week 
in a warm bath, if his conftitution is ftrong enough ; weak and 
relaxed habits will not admit of this. But whenever he per- 
ceives a naufeous taftt in the mouth like copper, ftinking breath, 
fwelling of the gums, the teeth feeling as if they were fet on 
edge, a larger fecretion of faliva or fpitting than common, mer- 
cury fhould be immediately left off for forae days, a warm bath 

3>nd 
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&nd frictions jyith the flefk-brufh to be ufed, a gentle phyfic to 
fee taken and occaftonally repeated, and cold moifi air in thofe 
feircumftances to be molt carefully avoided. If under the ufe of 
mercury fymptoms of a general irritation appear, St ought to be 
i eft off for fome days, and a dole of opium to be given in irs 
ftead : but if fymptoms of an inflammatory diathefis prevail, 
bleeding will be previously neceffary. Thus we continue with 
the ufe of mercury, as I faid above, till chevirus is wholly era- 
dicated, which will be in twenty-five or thirty days, if the 
difeafe has not been of long Handing, and the fymptoms have 
not been very fevere -, but if the difeafe be inveterate, and the 
skin or bones f verely affected, ten or twelve weeks will It 
iometimes neceffary to produce acompleat and radical cure. 

To know whether the lues is radically cured, is a nice point 
of practical judgment ; and if I fay, that, from a careleffnefs on 
the part of the patient, or from want of knowledge on the pait 
of the practitioner, with regarcfto this point, a great many pa- 
tients are unhappy, and fufferers, I advance nothing but what 
we fee daily confirmed. If we were in poffeflion of a remedy; 
which, having the power of rendering the Ieaft particle of the 
Venereal virus concealed in the body active, and thus enable us to 
difcover its prefence, like as theloadftone difcovers the prefci.ce 
t>f iron, there would be nothing neceffary, but roadminifter that 
Temedy the moment we think the patient had taken mercury 
enough. I have made fome experiments on this fubject ; ana 1 
have great reafon to believe, that the conclulion drawn from 
them willbefatisfadory t but as I have not yet a fufficie- t num- 
ber of authenticated facts to form fuch a con'clufion, it would be 
premature in me now to fay more on this fubjecT*. 

As foon as the mercury affeds the mouth of the patient, we 
are fure of the mod effential point, viz. of irs having entered the 
roafs, which is absolutely neceffary for eradicating the poifon 
lodged there. The difappearing of internal venerea! fymptothn 
and more fo that of the external ones is another, not unequivocal 
fign, that the mercury has exerted its action upon the venereal 
virus. If venereal ulcers which arofe" from an inferred mafs be- 
gin to mend or heal, if pains or tophufes of the bones begin td 
difappear, Sec. under the ufe of mercury, weare fure of its i av- 
ing removed the effects of the venereal poifon ; but we are roc 
yet fure of its having eradicated entirely every particle of thai 
'poifon prefent in the body. For this purpofe, we ought trj'fcV \ ' 
tinue the fame ufe of mercury for a fertnight or thl „r * 

ter all ths venereal fymptoms have entirely difapfV.,.,.^'' „" p * 
then we may be generally pretty confident that our r J d dent is ra-r 

dically cured of the diforder. 1 have obfe^ved i,-, f\,.-„- 7 

patients who bore the internal ufe of mercurv extremely well 
Jong as the difeafe took place; whereas, on the moment iJtfpoj* 

k for* 
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fon was eradicated, theybegan to naufeate it, which proved t» 
be the ftandard of their being radically cured. 

But we mult carefully remark, that though the venereal poi- 
fon had been perfectly eradicated from the mafs, and therefore 
the venereal difeafe been radically cured, there occur marly in- 
ftanccs in pra&ice, where exoftofef, knot9, or fwellings of the 
feonesj owing their origin to the venereal poifon continue, how- 
ever, all the life through, without any bad confequences ; a 
caries of the bones will often remain, till nature herfelf or afli fl- 
ed by art has made the exfoliation. Venereal excrefcences re- 
maining after a mercurial courfe are to be looked upon as local 
complaints, and to be removed by local remedies. It has been a 
general obfervar ion, and I havefeen it confirmed 5b feveral in- 
flances, that the venereal difeafe yields eafier to a good treatment 
in warm and dry climates and feafons, than in cold and damp 
ones. Thi-. is the real reafon that has rendered Montpelier fo fa- 
mous for curing the mod obftinate and confirmed lues. This is 
likewife the reafon that people, who are not cured of venerea! 
complaints at Peterfburgh, or Stockholm, See. are fometimes cu- 
red when they goto Italy or Portugal ; and for the fame reafon, 
they can bear fometimes mercury there without the Ieaft incon- 
venience, till they are perfectly cured, when they could fcarcely 
bear a few grains of it in cold or wet countries, without falling 
into an immediate falivation. I have feen feveral firiking in- 
stances of this kind. This does not arifefrom peculiar balfamic 
particles in the air of the fouth of France, Italy, or Portugal; 
nor from any particular or fuperior skill of the phyficians at 
Montpelier, above thofe of London, Stockholm, &c. as the pa- 
tients often wrongly fuppofe ; but merely beeaufe the atmof- 
phere is dry and warm, and fometimes becaule the formerly ne- 
glectful patient becomes now more careful, and pays more exa& 
attention to the advice of his phyiician and furgeon. A skilful 
phyfician, however, will be able to put his patient, in any 
country whatfoever, in a fituation which he finds necefTary for 
curing this complaint, by putting him for fome weeks or months 
in an artificial climate as adequate and effectual for him as the na- 
tural warm climate of Montpelier, Naples, or Lifbon. — One 
other circumltance to be attended to is, that patients under a 
mercurial courfe mould be told of the effects of mercury on gold ; 
fuch as rings, lace, watches, &c. By not attending to this par- 
ticular, difagreeable difcoveries may fometimes be made, which 
female patients efpecially haye r«afon to a oid. 
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CHAP. XII. 
On Mercurtal Preparations in general. 
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EFORE I enter into the confideration of the different mercu- 
rial preparations the reader will perhaps be pleafed to fee a 
fynoptical view of all thoie preparations and compounds of 
mercury hitherto invented. Ixhereiorefubjoin the following ta- 
ble: 



TABLE of all the different Mercurial Prepara- 
tions and Compofnions hitherto known*, 4 

h Preparation wherg the Mercury is Jimpty wrificd 3 

* Hydrargyrum purijicatum. 

Mercurius crudus purificatus ajficinarum. 
Argentum vivum-purificatum. Pharm. London. 
Artgl'cs. Quickfilver, crude puriil«*i mercury ; r Germanis 3 
Reines queckfilber ; Gallis, Mercure pure. 

II. Preparations in which the Mercury is only divided, 

i. By gums or mucilages ; fuch as gum arabic, tragacanth, &e* 

* Hydrargyrum gummofum. 

Mercurius gummofus of Plenck (the inventor). 

COMPOSITA. 

* Philuloe exhydrargyro gwnittcip. 

Piluls ex mercurio gummofo-. Plenck. Pharm. Chir. 

Solutio mercurialis gummofa. Ibid. 

Mixtura mercurialis. Pharm. N of com. Sti Gent-git'. 

Potio mercurialis. Dijpenfatorii I\ovi Brunjivignjis. 

Lac mercuriale. Plenck, 

*'Syrupus hydrargyri. Pharmac. Suec. 

2. By refins or balfams ; fuch a; turpentine, balfarr.um copal- 
va, &c. 

Hydrargyrum te-rebinthinatum, &c. 

CoMPOSlTA." 

* Pilulde ex hydrargyro terebinth :iate. 

Pilulz mercuriales. L. 

Pilute mercuriales laxantes. „ Q; 
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Pilulaj mercuriales ilalagogae. Pharm. han'ic. 
Injedio mercurialis. Pharm, Edinb. pauptrum, 

3. By fuet or vegetable oi]s ; fuch as hog's-Jard, goofe-fat^ 
or butter of cocoa nuts. 

* Hydrargyrum unguinofum, 

L 

5 Unguentum hydrargyri, 

Unguentum ex hydrargyro cceruleum. E. 
Unguentum mercuriale, feu unguentum Neopolitanum, 
Pharmac. A ufiriqco-Previncialis, 

Composita. 

a Unguentum cceruleum fortius. L, 

Unguentum cceruleum mitius. L. 

Unguentum mercuriale. D» 
b Cararura mercuriale. L. 
g Emplaftrurn mercuriale. 0. 

Emplaftrurn ex hydrargyro. E, 

Emplaftrurn ex gummi ammoJaco cum mercurio. L*. 

Emplaftrurn commune cum mercuiio. L. 

Emplaftrurn de ranis, cum mercurio. A, 

4. By calcareous earth ; fuch as chalk, chelsc cancroru*, Sec*. 

Mercurius alkalifatus. JE. 
Pulvis mercurialis. G. 

III. Preparations where the Mercury is calcined by heat and air, 

* Hydrargyrum cakinaium. 

Mercurius calcinatus. L. S, 
Mercurius piarcipitatus per fe. h, 

Composita. 

* Pilulx ex hydrargyro calcinato.. 

Piluk fyphiiitica:. Pharm. Nofoc.Sti ThomX: 
Pilula: ex mercurio calcinato. G. 
Pilulzex mercurio calcinato anodyn*. G. 

IV. Preparations where the Mercury is partly divided and part" 
ly dijfolved. 

1. By fugar-candy, orfaccharinecorapofitions j fuch as con- 
ferva rofarum, cynefbati, 8cc. 

* Saccharufn hydrargyratunit 

COM4 
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COKPQSITA. 

* Bolus ex hydrargyro faccharate* 

Bolus ceeruleus. TA, 
Bolus mercurialis. G, 

% t By honey. 

* Md hydrargyratum^ 

Composita. 

Pituls iEthiopica;. E. 

Kluls merculiaJespurgantes. E» Paugl 

Piluhe Bellolii. 

g. Mercury combined with fulphur, (flowers o£ brimflone), 

* Hydrargyrum fulphuratum. 

a. By a fimpb trituration or fufion. 

* Hydrargyrum fulphuratum nigrum* 

iEchiopi mineralis. 0. 

COMPOSITA. 

Pulvis .£thiopicus« G, 

b. By fublimation. 

* Hydrargyrum Julphurat urn rubrumi 

Cinnabaris facuria, feu artificialis. 0» 

Composita. 

Pulvis antilyflus Sinenfis. 0. 

Mercury combined with fulphur of antimony: 

a. By fimple trituration. 

* Sulphur antimonii hydrargyratum nigrum, 
iEthiops autimonialis. 0. 

Composita. 

Pilulz ./Ethiopica?. E. D. 

b. By fublimation. 

Sulphur antimonii hydrargyratum lit brum* 
Cinnabaris antimonii. - 0* 

Compos tTA. 

Bolus Cinnabarinus. G. 

$. Mercury combined with fulphur by precipitation.' 
[See forward under the iVeparattp/w with tfa Acid of Vitriolic* J 
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Y» Preparations where the Mercury is reduced to the form of 
a metaeiit- fait or calx, by acids. 
i. Acidoffuet. 2. Acid of common fait. j. Acid of 
fugar. 4. Acid of amber. 5. Acid of arfenic. 6. 
Acid of wood-forrel. 7. Acid cf phofphorus. 3. Acid 
of vitriol. 9. Acid of fugar of milk. 10. Acid- of 
tartar, it. Acid of citron or lemon. 12. Acid of ni- 
tre. 13. Acid of fluor mineral. 14. Acid of vinegar. 
15. Acid of borax. 16. Acid of Berlin blue, 17. 
Aerial acid. 

1. Mercury combined with acid of fuet (acidum febi}. 

Hydrargyrum febinum. 

2. Mercury combined with the muriatic acid ; or acid of com- . 

mon fait. 

* a. Hydrargyrum muriatum. 

C By fublimation, 
f Hydrargyrum muriatum fortius < or 

d by precipitation. 
Mercurius fublimatuscorrofivus. Q. 
JVIercurius fubliraatus alhus. O. 
Mercurius corrofivus albus. 5". L. 
Mercurius corrofivus yia humida paratus. Mounet. 

Composita. 

Solutio fublimati fpirituofaof Van Swieten. 
Solutio mercurii fublimati corrofivi. £• 
Mixtura mercurialis. S. 
Mercurius fublimatus folutus. G. 

* Solutio hydrargyri faliti fortioris equofa. 

Pilulas e mercurio corrofivo albo. S. 
Loth fyphilitica fiava, (lotio ex hydrargyro muriate , 
fort ion). 

Aqua phagedamica. O. 
Liquor mercurialis. A. 
Lotio mercurialis. Th. 
Sblutia fublimati balfamica, Pknck. 

* Liquor ad condylomata. 

Aqua coflica pro condolyraatihus. Phnc*'. 

b. Calx hydrargyxi mvriata ; i. c. tke calx of mercury 
united with fome muriatic acid. 

Zyfublimation.* 

* Hvi 
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Hydrargyrum fHuriatum minus-, 
Mercurius dulci* (fublimarione paratus). 0» 
Mercurius dulcis fublimatus. L» 
Calomel feu calomelas. L. 

Aquilaalba. 

Panacea mereurialis. 

Mercurius dulcis lunaris. Schrocder. 

Com posit a. 

Bo?us mereurialis. E. 
Bolus jalappae cum mercurio. Ibid. 
Bolus rhei cum mercurio. Ibid, 
Pilulx calomelanos. O'. 
Pilulx plummeri. E. 
Pilulsalterantes plummeri. O* 
Pilula depurans. Th. 
Pulvis plummeri. 0» 
Pilulals mercuriales purgantes. A, 
Piiul* cararrhales purgantes. D. 
Pilule Jaxantes cum mercurio. Ibid. 
Pulvis e fcammoni cum mercurio. T/i, 
Lotio fyphilitica nigra, (lotto ex hydrargyro muriate 
mitiori). 

Lotio mereurialis. G. 

By precipitation. 

a. From its folution in nitrous acid by common fait." 

* Calx hydrargyri muriata Schcelii. 

Mercurius prxcipitatus dulcis of Scheele, (the inventor)* 

t>. From its folution in muriatic acid by vegetable alkali* 
Mtrcurius pnrcipitatus albus. L. 

c. From its folution in muriatic acid by mineral alkali. 

Mercurius prarcipitatus albus. A. 

d. From its folution in muriatic acid by volatile alkali* 

Mercurius prscipitatatus albus. E. 

e. From its folution in muriatic acid by copper. 

Merr.uri'jsprxcipitatus veridis. E. 

f. Dr. Ward's white drop, or mercury precipitated frcsa 

irs folution in nitrous acid and re-diflblved by fel 
ammoniac. 

Com posit a. 

yrgusntum e mercurio pr£cipirato. L. 

Lif - 
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Linimentum mercuriale. £. Paup, 

j. With the acid of fu#ar. 

Hydrargyrum faccharatum. Bergman* 

4. With the acid of amber. 

Hydrargyrum fuccinatum. Bergman; 

5. With the acid ofarfenic. 

Hydrargyrum arfenicatutn. Bergman, 

$. With the acidofwood-forrel, (oxalis acetofella Lianari.) 
Hydrargyrum oxalinum. Bergman* 

7. With phofphoric acid. 

Hydrargyrum phofplioratum. Bergman. 

By precipitation from its iolution in the nitrous acid by 
recent urine. 

Rofa mineralis. O. 

8. With the vitriolic acid. 

* a Hydrargyrum vitriolaium. 

Vitriolummercurii. O. 

Oleum mercurii. O. 
b. Calx hydrareyri vitriolata (flava). 

Turpethum minerale. 0. 

Mercurius emeticus flavus. L. 

Mercurius flavus. E. 

Mercurius praxipitatus Iuteus. D, 

Turpethum nigrum. 0. 
C. Mercury precipitated from its folution in nitrous *tid 

byhepar fulphuris or hspar calcis. 
Mercurius prscipitatus niger. 0: 

jpi With theacid offugar of milk; 
10. With the acid of tartar: 

a. Hydrargyrum tartarifatum. Bergman; 

b. With pu rifled tartar,'commonly called cream of tartar, 
(veg. alkali fuperfaturated with the acid of tartar). 

* Tartarus hydrargyratus. 

Terre feuilletee mercurielle of Dr. Frefjavin, (the 
inventor . 
Ci Mercury precipitated from its folution in nitrous 

acid, by the acid of 1 wear. 
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* Calx hjdrargyrl tartnriFata flava ; vu!go i Pulvis Con- 

ftantinus. 
d. Mercury precipitated from its fo!ution in muriatic and 
tartarous acid by flx:d vegetable alkali. 

* Calx hydi'argyrl tartarijata aiu-a ; vulgo, Pulvis argerr- 

teus. 

H. With the acid of citron* 

Hydrargyrum citratrum. Bergman. 

-7.2. With the acid of nitre. 

* Hydrargyrum nitratttm. 

A, Simply diifolved. 

* Ac Hum nitri lydrvgyratum. 

Sola io nxrcurii. E. 

^CompositA. 

Unguentutfl cirrinum. E. A. S. 

B. Evaporated and calcined by fire. 

'" Calx: Hydrargyri nhrat'i mbr*. 

Mercurius corrofivus ruber. L. Co 
Mereurius prxeipitatus ruber. 0* 
Pulvis pfincipis.' C. 
Mercurius coralUnus. L. 
Mercurius tricolor, 0. 
Panacea mercurii. 0. 0. 
Arcanum corallirmrn. 
Panacea mercurii rubra. Q- 

COMPOSITA. 

Balfaraus mercurialis. fltfich 
Unguentum ophthalrhicum. St. Y\ 
Balfamum ophthalmicum rubrum. D. 
Unguentum przcipitatum. G. 
Unguentum ad lippitudincm. T/j. 
Unguentum mercuriale rubrum. D. 
Unguentum pomatum rubrum. D. 

C. Precipitated from its folution in nitrous acid, 
a. By volatile alkali. 

* Hydrargyrum nkratnm cirtereum. 
Pulvis mercurii cinereus. E\ 
\ Turpsthuro album. 0. 
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Mercurius przcipitatusdulcis. 0. 

CoMPOSlTA. 

Vegetable fyrup. 
Syrup de Be/let. 

b. By vinous volatile alkali, (fpiritus falis ammoniaci'vl- 

nofus.) 

Turpethum. nigrum. 
Mercurius przeipitatus nigef . 

c. By fixt vegetable alkali. 

Mercurius pracipitatus fufcus. Wurtz. 

d. By cop per. 

Mercurius pra?cipitafus viridis. B. 

13. With the acid of fpar, (fluor mineralis.) 

Hydrargyrum fluoratum. Bergman. 
14,. With the acid of vinegar. 

* Hydrargyrum ateratum. Bergman. 

Compos 1 ta. 

Troches or pills oiKeyfer. 

35. With the acid of borax. 

Hydrargyrum boraxatum. Bergman. 

16. With the acid of Berlin blue. 

17. With the aerial ?.cid, (fixtair.) 

Hydrargyrum aeratum. Bergman. 

Most of the different mercurial preparation? mentioned in tha 
foregoing table, have been recommended at different times, by 
different chemilts and practitioners, for curing the venereal dif- 
eafe. We fhall confine ourfelves to the confideration of thofe 
marked with an aiterisk, fince they are principally employed 
now, which f.ave either maintained their reputation from their 
firil introduction into practice, or which were difcovered in our 
times, and fefim to pofTcfs fuch qualities as will entitle them to 
the fame predicament. 

They are (hortly as follow : 

Mercury in its crude ftate rubbed down, or, as it is common- 
ly called, ext'inguijhed or killed, with fat or oils, with glim ara- 
ble', turpentine, coaJferve of rofes, See. —In a more 
4U*e trituralecl with fugar- candy, which I think properly called 

{kecha 
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fnccharum hydrargyratum. — United with fulphur under the 
name of cinnabar, for fumigations.— The metal calcined by it- 
i If, and thence called hydrargyrum calcinatum. 

' Mercury diffolved by different acids, and united with them 
into a metallic fait, or precipitated from them in the form of a 
more or lefs acrid calx. Such, 

With the muriatic acid: The corrofive fublimate, which J 
gave in the. tabic the more adequate name of hydrargyrum muri- 
atum fortius, in order to difHnguifh it as well from calomel or 
mercuriu? dulcis, which I called hydrargyrum muriatum miti- 
us ; as from the mercurius dulcis prepared by precipitation, ac- 
cording to the invention of Mr. Scheele, which I named calx hy~ 
drargyri nmriata Schedii. 

With the acid of vitriol : Theturpeth mineral, or mercuriu^ 
emeticus, or praecipitatus flavust \calx hydrargyri vitriolata). 

With the acid of tartar: The hydrargyrum tartarifntu»i % , 
which ought to be diftinguifhed from what I call the Tartarics 
hydrargyratus, or terre fciii/Utte? mcrcurielU of Dr, Pre flavin 
■ of Paris, which is a combination of mercury with ^purified tar- 
tar, (cream of tartar). 

With the acid of nitre : The hydrargyrum nitration in a dilu- 
ted fimple folurion, or in a more folid form, as in rhe fyritp de 
Belief and unguentum citrinum. The pulvis mercurii cincreus 
of the new Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia ; where the mercury ciif- 
folved in nitrous acid is precipitated by volatile alkali, however, 
not. quite deprived of the acid, and therefore properly called hy- 
drargyrum nitratum ' cinerenm. Dr. Ward's white drop, wh<.re 
the mercury diffolved in the fame acid is precipitated and re-dif- 
folved by means offal ammoniac. 1 he hydrargyrum hitrru 
rub rum, improperly called red precipitate, where the metal zi~ 
ter being diffolved in this acid, is expofed to a certain degree o£ 
fire, whereby it acquires the colour. And Jaflly, 

With the acid of vinegar: Hydrargyrum acetatum, known 
under the name of Keyjer's pills, or troches ; where the mercu- 
ry after having undergone a long-continued trituration, is there- 
by fitted to unite with this acid. 

All thefe different preparations are applied in various forms, 
fueh as powders, pills, bolufes, folutions, lotions, inject 1 
ointments, &c. fome of them for external, but by far the gi 
eft number for internal ufe. In general, it is to be obferved, 
that all faline mercurial preparations are the falcrand betce- 
mp.re finely they are levigated. 
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G H A P. XMI. 
On Mercurial Prsparations in particular* 

I. On Mercurial Frictions.. 

OF ?}] the different methods hitherto difcovered for curing tfte- 
venereal difeafe, that by mercurial frictions is perhaps tho 
jr.oft efficacious, as well as the faftft and mildeff. The appla- 
nation of mercury in this way,, however, asv indeed the ufe of 
Oiercurials in general, requires often confiderable skill and at- 
tention on the part of the practitioner, as well as a very ftrict 
compliance and obfervation of regimen on that of the patient,, 

ki order to produce the defired effect in the fpeedielf manner. 

Such is the difference of confiitutions, that fome perfons will be 
more affected by a few frictions than others, feemingly in the ve- 
iy fame circumilances by twenty or thirty : and if more mer- 
cury is rubbed on the former with a view to increafe the- effect,' 
K.flead of this, we run the mk of bringing on very difagreeable 
fyrrptoms, fuch as falivation, vertigo, fevcrifh heat, trembling. 
01 the extremities, and chr.onic violent pains in the articulati* 
ons. 

\J hen frictions have their proper effect, the ufe of them is not 
attended with any bad fymptoms ; the patient is eafily cured 
without fuffering much in the time, or without finding himfeif 
much weakened afterwards. — Moft people have their fymp-- 
toms in fome meafurc relieved by four or fix frictions ; though, 
fometimes fourteen or fifteen are required to produce this effect* 

The mercury employed for this purpofe ought to be very 
pure ; and as practitioners cannot be affured of the purity of' 
what is fold in the fhcps, they ought to purify it themf elves. — 
IVIoflofour mercury comes from Idria, and palfes thiough the 
hands of theDutch, by whom it is not unfrequently adulterated 
with heterogeneous fubftances, without any diminution of its 
^fluidity or metallic fplendor : but no phyllcian who has the* 
fafety of his patient at heart ought ever to employ quick£3ver, 
either externally or internally, without a certainty of its being 
perfectly pure ; for, by making ufe of the metal in an impure 
flats, he may not only be difappointed in the effe&s he expected* 
but it may prove hurtful to the patient. 

This being the cafe, the reader, I hope,, will excufe the foK 
.lowing ciigreilion : 

'Remarks upon the Adulteration and Purification of Mercury. 

* QuickfiJvei is found in rain.es, either native, in which ftate it 

is 
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is. called mercurius vergineus ; or mineralifed, when it obtains, 
the name of ore, from which it is afterwards feparated by dif— . 
filiation. 

The ores of mercury are of different kinds and forms* The 
native cinnabar, however, is the kindwhieh contains r: 
eft quantity of quickfilver. Although many recommend the na«- 
tive cinnabar- for a remedy, it is a matter offaci, that it is o'i- 
ten impure from admixed heterogeneous particles. It is there- 
fore', running a risk to employ native cir.nr.bar, efpeciaily tor 
internal ufe. Though it is fomerimes more beautiful in its co- 
lour than the artificial, wemayahv.i i with more fafety. 
Upon the latter, if it be only well prepared. 

The mercury being in the cinnibar, r ores of rr 

generally mineralifed by fulphur, or at 1 r it, 

rhe procefs to feparare it from the fulphur confills herein, that a 
fubftancebe United wirh mercurial ores which has a greater af- 
finity with the fulphur than with mercy. y ; fuch fubftances, for 
example, are alkaline falts, calcareous earth, iron, fcoria feui, 
tec. If, therefore, one or other of the juft mentioned fubft: 
(of which, however, always the cheapen 1 is chofen) 
with the ore of mercury, and expofed to dift illation, this fub- 
fiance will unite with the fulphur, aud the quictcfilv^r, < 
thereby fet at liberty, will ^o over, in its metallic Hate, ii 
form of vapours into the recipient. 

A bttd cuftom has, alas! arifen fiom interefled motives, viz. 
to adulterate mercury with lead, with which it readily unites. 
This adulteration is accomplished the more eafily, if com'' i 
with fome bifmuth ; becaufe the amalgam thus produced is 
much more fluid, and retains much better the metallic f'lvery 
fplendor of mercury. It is thence evidenr, that the cotoui 
fplendor of quickfilver are not always certain charafleri flics of 
its purity ; and the puritleation of mercury, by prefling it thro' 
a leathur bag, is by no means to i, becaufe the 

amalgam made of quickfilver, lead, and bifmuih, i 
feet, that though even the: fourth part of the whole mats eonfils 
of lead and bifmuth, very little however of thefe beta 
fubftances will remain behind in the leather bag. 

The only fure means to purify quickfilver is dift . for 

which purpofe, fome think, iron veiTds are b^ft fitted, iroi 
ing the only metal whofe union mercury refufes, and there be- 
ing no fear that iron velTels are deftroyed by the procefs as r 
is with regard to thefe made of girl'. To make ufe of iron vef- 
fels is the more advifeable, becaufe the mercury very 

mueh during the operation, by which means glafs v 
eafilv broken. The higher mercury may be driven before it de- 
fcends again, the better it is, besaufeby thefe means the par 
of lead canaot fo eafily be carried with it. The veffel for this 

;ra-r 
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qpewtJOO roay; be„ai f, with a i neck like thebar~_ 

a masker. But in order to condenfe the better and eatler^ 

ry riftog in the form of v;pours > the end of that tube, 

ould be iramerfed in vinegar one or twq 

jp. All tl ;y is, by this method, not only ob- 

r'thout l.qfs, and the operator is expofed to no danger, 

fmg mercury will be alfo perfectly freed and purified 

al$ particles of lead and bifmuth which might poflibly have 

| i with it, the quickfilver being ififoluble in it. The 

characters, therefore, or pure quickfilver, are : i. That it forms 

.\hen poured upon wood, which always re f aln a fj 
?# Form, and never are draw* inco length like a thread. or line. 
rat it be not covered with a cuticle, but befhiningf. 5. Tbi^ 
51 rubbed with wafi vater become biackiih or fouL 

4* Vinegar rubbed or digerted with it, fl\ouM n«t acquire a, 
rctafre. 5. Put m an irqn fpcon over the f,re, itmufteva- 
f«r entirely without leaving any thing be/- 
' The 'mercurial ointment is generally prepared by extinguish- 
or, as it is commonly called, kilting the mercury with hogs- 
turpentine. T -ration of the ointment in this 
vmtr y excepth tl will fcfa produce, in many 
, skin is tender, pufrles of an inflammatory kind, 
y painful, and prevent the continuation of the frier ' 
.-«— A move propei of preparing mercurial , 
event for thi is by triturating the purified 1 
freffi hogs -lard, r< warned and cleaned for feveral 
with pure water, without the addition of any turpentine^ 
trituration of the ointment muA be continued for two hour - , 
Cnw after ai! the globules of mercury have d if appeared, in order 
robe certain of, the moll perfect divifion. It muff then be kept 
cold place, not only to avoid its growing rancid, but alio 
it its melting, which would produce a feparation and 
* [ration of the metal from the hogs-lard to the 
bottom of the veffel. 

Put, notwithstanding this precaution, we very often meet 
with patients whole skin feems to be fo extremely irritable, that 
■; car the application of the ointment even when! 
prepared according to the method juft mentioned. The grcar, 
jpropenfity of the hog's-Iatd to grow rancid, efpecially in hot 
>ns and warm climates, contribute? greatly to occasion this 
bleforae irritability. In fuch circumftances it will be pro- 
per either to mix with the aboi ?, a fmall quantity of 
the ointment of liquorice recently prepared, or to prepare the 
entirely of mercury, and the butyraceous oil obtained 
cocoa-nuts by boiling them in water ; or to make ufe, in- 
* 1 of ointment, of quickfilver divided by the mucilage of 
*i-.ibk. Thus, indeed^ tb>j procefs is rendered naotot troubleforae 

and 
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*£r.d expenfive ; but the praft it loner who wijhes to render t&£«*8f«jp 
"taXy and agreeable to Lis patient, will readily mbmii to Incaa* 
>eniencies of this kind. 

By this method we may effoctu ally 'prevent the ai£«£ 

puiruUs proceeding from a ay of the caufes above mentioned dT- 

iiy if at the fame time the place where the ointment >s I 
rubbed in be previoully thaved, and too harm rubb b dae 

"fcandin the beginning be avoided. For fome times fueh purl&fe? 
feemto originate from the ha*r being violently mow 
"dir. -hich, by thefe means, will be eafily pre 

The principal objects after the amplication of mereuri 
, has been fixed upon, ought to be, ifi, to difpofe 

utment is to be rubbed for the abforptioji ■cfc'be 
J ///, To difpofe the furface of the fcody th> 
the ra etui through its p&res, after it has produced afcs 
fy/tem, as fpeed3y a's poflil ilmsp 

-prevent; fettling in. the bones , or arnry 

of the cavities of the body. For thefe purpofes, It Will be a£— 
Ways advife*able to prefcrlbe, before we begin the fn 
'purgative, and to order the patient to fit in a warm bath rradeof 
'fort water, and of about S6 deg: .hrenheit's thermos-iefcak 

"for the fpace of half an hour or an hour. After he hs.s .been an ic 
for. :i of anhjur, .he ftHift. be rubbed all over w 

'fleik biui'h, cr a piece of flannel ar.d foap, to clean the sJuivawI 
,adapt it the better to the purpofes aljove-nien&ioned. 
be done, if no particular circorhl bids, the day 1 

'on the very day that the friction is begun; znd to be repsastt 
once or :wice a-week afterwards, during the whole time ihe ii 
'tiling the frictions* 

The fame evening, cr the day after, having made ufj 
Warm bath, the patient ihoula' begin the fri&ion, rubbing 
the outfiSeor infide of his . he goes tor 

"drachm of the al ointment prepared a* 

Th : ts*iso be pe e15re fide In winter, and 

rubbing rauft be continued gently for half ah hour or an I 
till the whole be rubbed Tn. The part fouft then be coj 
With a piece of linen fattened with a bandage ; or the p; 
r of drawers, o? a pair of blockings if the f; 
ha, . the leg. The fa rrie bandage, tec. way , 

'for :eep the I 

I black from the 
:afe arid 
ed or wai 
rer.. Theftiftioa ivithhis 

1 s operation ?. 
I be iuflip 
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I would not advife any perfon ro perform this operatiorvfor ano- 
ther without putting on fuch a glove, becaufe I have feen in- 
stances of a falivation being brought on in fome affiftants by rub- 
bing in the mercurial ointment with their naked hand. Befides, 
i: be certain how much ointment is rubbed into the pa- 
rient, when part or it isablorbed into the Servant's ha> d 

After the firft friction, we muft attentively dbfefve Whethfr the 
mercury odcafioris any irregularity.in the body ; and if it does, 
it muft be omitted for two days, care being taken to obferve the 
fame regimen, that the patient is well cloathed, and that he 
keep within doors, e/pecially in a cold feafon or cold ciimr 

If, after two days, the patient ihouli perceive no difagree- 

^able fyraproms, the fecond friction muft be made in the fame 

manner as theftrft. The next day he muft leave it off again ; and 

then finds no ill effects from it, the fridions may be continu- 

ei every day, either morning or evening, without intermiffiort, 

linlefs fome accident intervene. However, the place of rubbing* 

muft be changed every day, or every other day, in order to avoid 

•irritating the skin, and to prevent puftules arifing upon ir > If, 

r five or fix frictions, we find that the parienc's conftitution 

will bear the mercury, and that he has no fever, diarrhoea, fali- 

•n, or immoderate fweating, we may rub in at every frk> 

jjtion two drachms of the ointment, especially if the Symptoms 

feeobftinate. 

In this fituation, when the weather is warm, or indeed unleft 
it be Severely cold and damp, the patient may go out every day 
during the fridions, provided he "be warmly cloathed, and avoid 
she cold wind, and especially the night air. Rut be muft care- 
fully guard againft checking perfpiration ; and therefore, if the 
weather is cold and moift, he fhould rather keep at home in a 
warm room, and (hun ?s much as poflible evetv inconvenience 
from cold. In a Severe feafon he Ihould wear Hannel ftockings 
I waiftcoat, according to circumftanses, either over 
or under the fhirt. 

During all this time, however, we muft if poffible ufe the 
"Warm bath, as already directed, once or twice a week ; pro- 
ceeding in this manner until the patient's health be perfectly re- 
cftablimed, which will be with 50 or 35 fridions, if the foft part* 
only have been affeded : but if the diieafe has been confirmed^ 
or of a longftanding, fo that the bones are affeded, 50, 6c, or 7® 
fr /tions will be ablolutely neceffary to make a perfect and radi- 
cal cure ; though this no doubt, will vary, according to the 
conftitution of the patient. 

It mult here be remarked, as an observation of great confer 

«tuence both to thephyfician and patient, that the celfation of 

oras is never to be looked, upon as demonftrating a ra- 

1 cure. This wc ought to tell our patients in the beginning, 

especially, 
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efpecially if they be of the female fex, t'^ac to alleviata the pain 
or abate the fymptoms of the difqrdsr, ai.d to deftrpy and eradi- 
cate entirely the venereal poifon from the body, are two very 
different things. Tha, former nu\y often be accomplifhedin true? 
or four days by a very f-\v frictions ; wher.as the latter wifl 
fometimes require as many months.. The fame thing will fome- 
times happen, in this refpect when we, leave off the frictions as 
foon as the fympcoms difappear, as when we leave ofFthe Peru- 
vian bark in 4gu.es as foon as the feVrr is sjone : the rever foon 
jrei urns again, although perhaps with a different type ; but con- 
tinuing the bai.k for a longer time, we arefure of a perfect cure, 
and need, not be in the lead: afraid of a relapf?. 

We rau.fl therefor^io ;tyofour patients continue the 

ufe of mercury for two or three Wc'eks, crat lealt ten. days, af- 
ter the fyphilitic fymptdms have perfectly c^fappeared ; but it is 
here where the practitioner mui: give proof oi his judgment and 
experience. 

When the patient, during the frictions, or otherwife uflng 
"mercury, perceives hts gums begin to fvvel!, his breath to fmell 
difagreeable, his throat to become painful in the infide, or when 
he fpits oftener than ufual, the ufe of mercury is immediately 
to be left off unril thefe fyraptoms. difappear, when we may go 
on with it agai 1 i but I think it eligible to go on with the fric- 
tions, if the patient can otherwifa bear therrk pretty briskly, 
until the mouth be a little affVcted ; becaufe thus we are certain 
that the frictions Have bad their proper effect, and that the mercu- 
ry has been abforbed into the fyftt nf. 

Th<z generality of patients, as has been already mentioned, find 
fome relief after a few frictions ; bus rhere. are forae, efpetially 
thofe , who have the bones affected with tophus, caries, c:<c. in 
whom no remiffion cf the fymptorns takes place rill after four-» 
teen or twenty frictions ; and fometimes in thi> i^are of the dif r 
eafc, feventeen ounces of mercurial ointment will be requifite to 
make a perfect cure. 

In all fuch cafes we muft endeavour to make the mercury go 
off by perfpiratir.n ; but profufe fweatihg ought not to he en< 
raged, left it fhou.ld weaken the patient, or bring on a confuropti- 
on, especially in fuch as are cachectic, or of a thin habit of 
body. Where we find the body naturally difpbfed to faliyation, 
we ought to be very cautious how we proceed. In, this cafe 
the patient fhould, e'fpecially in bad weather, keep within doors, 
in am oderate warm room, without being too much covered^ 
particularly on his head or neck. Th? proper temperature of 
the room in winter isbetwixt the 75th and 78th degree of Fah- 
renheit's thermom t^r. But in fine dry weather, I ^ould 
adyife him to go abroad ; for I have found., m &>\ny inftaaces, 

N 
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that the enjoyment of pure free air contributes rather to prevent 
a falivation. In warm fcafons or climates fuch precautions are 
unneceflary. If the patient be weak, the Peruvian bark may 
be given with advantage, 'from a fcruple to a drachm, in milk 
fine, every morning or evening. 
By thefe means I hap/2 general-'y fucceeded*' in preventing the 
above mentioned bad effects of the mercurv, as profufe fweats, 
falivation, and its running off by flool : in the firft cafe it hap- 
p ms mireh the fame as when, by an imprudent management, a 
falivation is nufed ; the mercury then, though abforbed into 
the fyibm, feems.ro run off by the fali vary glands, as haftily as 
it is given, without performing thofe falutary effects' in the body, 
neceflfary for eradicating the venereal poifon, and perfecting a 
cure. In the latter, when a purging is occafioned by medicines 
ofthiskind, their abforptior. from the intcftines is prevented, and 
they do little or -nothing again/1 the difeafe. I have feen feverai 
.its treated in this maimer, who, after taking mercery for 
fix or eight weeks, which kept them all that time in a continual 
diarrhoea, were nearly in the fame ftate at the end of the courfe, 
&i they had been at the beginning.. 

II. On .Mercurial Fumigations. 

r little to fay on this fubjeS. Mercurial furn'>gct>ons 
are ncw-a-days no m ire in ufe for curing the lues but prove 
often a moll effectual remedy awainft local ver.er al complaints. 
The cinnabar is for this purpofe to be put upon live coals, and 
the rifingfmoke to be conveyed by means of a proper tube to the 

ed. 

III. Or Saline and ether Mercurial Pre- 
parations. 

The hyJrarp-ijrum gummofum y (or mercurius gummofus), as a 
mild mercurial preparation, in which the crude metal is divided 
by means of gum arabic. Mr. Plenck. the inventor of this pre- 
paration, firft prefcribed it diluted with water in the form of a 
Lire ; but this form bei;:g found inconvenient on account of 
the mercury not remaining ■■ fufpend^d, he propofed, 

fome tine a 70, to make it into the form of pills. He for this 
purpofe orders, of well purified quickfilver, two drachms, to be 
triturated with three drachms of powdered gum arabic, and a 
fufficient quantity of conferve of hips, i.i 1 marble mortar, till 
the m I ; then, -after continuing the tritu- 

ratiot. r, the mafs to be ith half an 

ounce of crumb of white bread, and then to be formed into pills 

£ 
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ofthrce grains each, of which the. patient is to take iTx e?,ch 
morning, and fix every evening. This form is undoubtedly !efs 
exceptionable, but itill liable to another inconvenience! which 
is, that thefe pills, like all jhofe made u ith crumb cf br 
when kept for a length of time, grow fo hard, that. they fre- 
quently pafsthe ftomach undiifolved find are evacuated by fiool 
in the fame globular form thsy were taken, . This objection, in- 
deed, cannotbe made to them, if they are prepared frefh every 
fecond or tmrd day ; and, in that cafe, they will be foui 

very valuable acquifition for our pharmacopoeia fyphilitica. 

A bolus made froni five to ten grains of quickfilver, extinguifked 
by a fufficient quantity of the conferve of rofes, or confectio 
cardiaca, &c. .will, according to circumftances, ferve for the 
fame purpofe. 

Mercury divided by means cffo'me balfam, would be a very, 
acceptable and ufeful medicine in different cafes. An atrercpt of 
the kind has been made in rhepiluis? exhydrargyro terebenthina* 
to, where one ounce of quickfilver is united with a drachm and 
a half of turpentine ; but befides that the divifion is extremely 
tedious, which indeed might be obviated by -adding fome drops 
of the oil of turpentine, this corppofition is, like all falir.e mer- 
curial preparations, fometimes very apt to excite griping and 
purging. This is undoubtedly owing to the quality or turf- 
tine ; the beft fort fhould be chosen for this^ purpofe, and, 
cording to circumftances, inftead of the turpentine, the baliam 
ofGilead, orbalfamum Canadenfe, united with, fome vegetal 
powder, might be tried ; and thus a pill of five or feyen grains 
be given every evening. 

The face h arum hydrar.gyratum, or quickfilver triturated whfi 
twice or three times its weight of fugar-candy, is, in many in- . 
ftancss, ,amoft excellent medicine, as well for internal, as exter--. 
nal ufe. Irs dofe internally is from four. to eight graifis a day, 
in the form of powders, pills, or troches. 

The hydrargyrum calcinatum, or calcined" mercury, I have 
constantly found to be apt to excite gripirgs. This may be in. 
fome refpect avoided >> ,by giving half a grain of it with a grain o£ : 
opium every night in the form of a pill. 

The hydrargyrum acetdjum, known by the naiag of Keyfer.'^ 
pills or troches, has of late made a great noife in France. Ft has 
been recommended, as the fafeft and beft medicine for curing ve~ 
nereal complaints, even of themoft obftinate and inveterate kind, 
without ever occafoning a falivation, oj producing any of th 
bad fymptoms which fometimes attend the ufe of other mercuri- 
als. Time and experience, however, have fhewn that this 
medy fometimes proves ineffectual in removing the eotr.plair.ts,.. 
and in many inftances produced the bad fymptoms atten< 
other mercurials. Mercury, indeed, as long a? it retail Us 
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ture, c^rainly will faJivate or purge, if given imprudently, or if 7 
the patients cc not take prop r care of themfelves. Befic'es, a- 
mong a Variety of patients, force will ceitainly be met with 
where this mec'lcine proves r.ot fo efii aci6u> as has been pre- 
tended Every phyfician who has'had feme practice in venereal 
complaints, mutt have met with cafes where one mercurial pre- 
paration has'prbduced lirfle or no effed, whilft another, tried 
afterwards,' fucceeced beyond expectation. Thefe cafes we are 
rot alio to account tor ; nor do. we as vet know ijie nature of 
the human body fuffkiently to forfee them a priori. Keyfer's 
pills arc a faline mercurial preparation, where the mercury is' 
firft divided by a long continued trituration, and then diilolved 
in vinegar. Hence, like all other mercurial prepara ! ions, it may 
(p met i fries produce very good effects, and perfectly cure the dif- 
eafe ; whilft, in otker infrances, it may prove lefs ufefuj, or 
even hurtful*. 

The- hydrargyrum tartorifalum, we call, a combination of 
mercury with fimple acid of tartar, in order to diftinpuifh it 
from the Tartarus hydrargyratus, an invention of Dr. Pieffavin 
at Paiis, who gave it the name of terrefcHilfetee mtrcurltlh*—- 
This hrt;r [reparation being a combination of mercury with pu- 
rifLd tartar, or cream of tartar, which is a middle fait compound 
bf 'vegetable alkali, fupurfatu<ateo wiih the acid of tartar Beth 
thole pnpa'atiohsare nearly of a fimilar nature with, the former, 
though perhaps, to feme r »fp crs, preferable to it. 

The hydrarg^tvjn riitratiim* or mercury united with nitrous 
acid, has been employed in different forms and preparations in-' 
r'erii'aily and externally. For external ufe the folution diluted 
with water fas been tfade ufe oTas awafh, and is a very good 
medicine fo< fl ancres, '&c. The fane fclution made with one 
ounce of quickhlver to three ounces of nitrous acid, and whilt 
yet warm united with a pound of hog\ lard by a careful tritura- 
tion, yields, under the name of nngucjilum citri/.um, one of the 
rroft efficacious r medies I know ol for obflinate fyphilitic ccm- 
r'laints of. rtieskisT The red •precipitate, ox hydrargyrum ni- 
tratnm rubrum, prepared from thefame folution, expofrd to fire 
till \i acquires the colour mentioned, is ol £corrofive nature, and 
therefore employed only in powder fprir.Vl-d upon venereal ul- 
cers as a caufiic. For internal ufe the hydrargyrum r.itratum has 

been 
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* The lydrarg^Tiim ecetatum, p>epa'edby "adding to a dmitt . ti. o'rf"dr 
mercury ii n t o u acid, '.* fu u ion of alkali VeL.ct;ilile a . et;i rti n ( f.,t diureti* 
rus)) is an ingeniinisp epnration invented by Mr. Scott at bdinlurfch, aid 
perhnf; prre al le to tha rfKcvIe It ctrtjirly contain- moit mercury than 
hi-, brraufc metals c. rr r>edifi.>1vcd in acids o-iy in pirpoi tion to the lofs of- 
rheii phh>£i(loii ; and in the latter prep tration, the metcu / is more reduced 
to a ca'x by it c previous union with the Hit oils acid. Herce ir it more folu- 
blt in the nitrous acid, ss foon as the acidof uif c, dite. i g3grd fiom the tnc«' 
i ii ?'v tfac fixed vegetable alkali, leaves the former at liberty to aft upon It, 
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b*sn commonly given from half a grain to a grain, in a quart ok 
any of the decoctions. But the hy 4rargyrtf,m tutratum clntrzutkl 
in the new Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia, called by its inventor, Dr„'' 
Black, pulvis merairil cinereus, is one. of the mildeft of the fa- 
linc mercuiial preparations, and may be- given to the dofe of a 
grain every evening, and occasionally alfo every morning. The 
following is the method of preparing if: Quickfilver, diluted" 
acid of nitre, of each equal quantities in wisght. After the. 
mercury is diiTolved, the folution is to be dilated with purewa-,' 
ter, and as much liquid volatile alkali (fprritiis falis airnumia- 
cl) to be dropped into it as is Eafacientfor depriving the n era ry 
of the acid : afterwards the grey powder is to be wafhed with 
pure water and dried. .—■---' The fyrup of PUiet, (commonly 
called vegetable fyrup) a celebrated compc(:ion, rhe * icgredi- 
ents of which are kept fecrer, is, as 1 was informed by people 
of authority in France, mercury precipitated from its foluric: 
the acid of nitre by fixed vegetable alkali, and the precipirar: 
terwards diiTolved in vitriolic ether mixed with fome agreeable. 
fyrup. 

I (hall now rake notice of a preparation of mercury, firfl re- 
commended by the celebrated Baron Van Swiet.n. This prepa- 
ration is of the corrofive fublimate, (mcrciirius fublimatus cor- 
rejtyiis) ; or, as I would rather call it in the more acurate lan- 
guage of chernitfry, the hydrargyrum miwntum I fortius-) 

Some years ago this medicine engaged the attention o< ail Eurcpe. 
By fome it was recommended as a moll excellent and efficacious 
remedy againft the'moft inveterate complaints, and worfl flagca 
of the venereal difeafe. It was particularly recommended in 
eruptions on rhe skin, and in venereal affections of the bones ; 
while others exclaimed againft it as being frequently produ^iiCe, 
of the worft effects without ever radically curing the diftetnper. 
Both parties feem to have gone too far in praising as well as 
"blaming. I have feen cafes where this medicine has peifecily. 
cured the moll inveterate and obllinate venereal complaint* ; 
while in others I have found it produce effects of the worft kind, 
fueh as lofs of appetite, griping, purging, headach, fever, 
anxiety, oppreflion of tUe bread, and even fpitting of blood, 
without curing, or even appearing to hav? the Jeafl effeft on the. 
difeafe. But in general 1 have frequently obferved that this me* 
dicine very foon mitigates the moil troublefome fyrrptcros of the 
venereal difeafe, without eflfeding a radical cure, even after be- 
ing applied for a very considerable time ; and I am apt to think 
now, that its great reputation arofe at firft from this property 
of frequently alleviating fo remarkably the fymptoms. 

Upon the whole, though it is certain that there are fome eon- 
flitutions which will never bear this violent medicine without 
danger, yet ; from fuch obfervations as I have been able to make, 
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it feems probable j th'at trie bad ■'effect attributed to the corrofive 
fublimatu have fometimesarifen either from its improper prepara- 
tion, from an immoderate dofe, or otherwife from a deled of 
practical judgment in the phyfician or furgeoc. Therefore, al- 
though I never like to- employ violent remedies where I can ef- 
fect a cure with mild ones ; yet it mult be allowed, that, in prac- • 
tice, cafes will fometime occur attended with fuch fymptoms . 
as require the. ufeof the raoft powerful medicines, if for no other 
purpefe but for a fpeedytercporary relief. In thefe cafes it 
will fometimes be higi ly advifeable to have reccurfe to the fubii- 
mate ; though it is probable tome, that fuch cafes are much lefs 
frequent than it is commonly thought. But at any rate, the 
con/titution of the patient muft be well confidered before we have 
recourfe to this medicine. If he be of a ftrong habit of body, and 
his lu^s healthy, we may fafely try- the fublimate, ufing the 
fiary precautions with regard to its dole and manner of ex- 
hibition : but I would nevsr recommend it where the patient is. 
of a weak, delicate, and irritable habit of body, or if hs has a 
fmall eheft, has had formerly an hzmoptyfis, or any pulmonary 
complaint; for thefe perfons I. have always obferved to fuffsr 
from the ufe of the fublimate. Seme indeed who were appa- 
rently of a ftrongconftirutior., I have feen equally affe&ed by this 
remedy ; for which reafon it is always neceiTary to be cautious . 
in the ufeof it. We ought never to begin with more than a 
quarr. rcr attr.oft half a grain a day, diflolved in milk, barley- 
warer, or a decoction or farfaparilla. When given in this man- 
ner, if the patient is a proper iiibject for this medicine, it will; 
not readily pio uce any bad or at leaft any dangerous confequen- 
ces ; the lefs fo when adminfftered in a warm feafon, or in a - 
hot climate. In ufing the fublimate, it ought befides always to 
b^ remembered, that we can never be too careful with regard to 
itschoice;andth<?t with the utmoft careand arrention to rhc pre- 
paration of the fublimate, it is hardly ever pofiible to obtain it 
of the fame degree cf ftrength, even by following always the ve- 
ry fameprocefs. In all cafes therefore the patient ifiouldbe or- 
dered to leave it off immediately on perceiving any of the above 
mentioned badfymptoms. Sometimes ?t alfo occurs in the fliops 
adulterated witharfenic, which may bedifcovered when mixed 
with lime-water, in which cafe it will produce a black colour; 
whereas, if genuine, it yields with the fame an orange-colour- 
ed precipitate, to which we gave the name lotio fyphilitica fia- 
vciy if one drachm of fublimate is added to one pound of lime- 
water. Its texture betides, if genuine, ought to be of a radiated 
appearance j whereas the fame, if adulterated, has rather a gra- 
nulated one. 

The hydrargyrum muriatum mltius, or Mill more properly the 
calx hydrargyri muriata, commonly called calomel, mercuries 

dulcisj 
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dulcis, mtrcurius fubltmatus dukis, panacea mercurlalls, aqui~ 
la alba y &LC. is a milJer preparation than corrofive fublimate, 
but itill an acrid one, and thus very apt to produce gripings, and 
to run off by ilool. Befid«s, as its manner of acting depends 
very much on the accuracy of its preparation, and other circum- 
flances which we are not mafters of', its efficacy in curing the 
lues is not much to be depended upon. Indeed calomel is in di£- 

c countries, indifferent (hops in the fame country, nay 
in the fame fhop»at different times, a very different medicine. On 
this account, though it cannot be denied that maay have been 
cured of the venereal difeale by this medicine, I never made ufe 
of it internally but for a mercurial purge, till of late when Mr. 
Schedc, by a new method of .preparing it via humida inferted in 
the Acia Stockholm, has greatly removed all the objections this 
medicine was formerly liablato. As it will, perhaps, be agree- 
able to fome of my readers to be more exa&ly acquainted with 
this latter procefs, I (hall infert it here. 

" Haifa pound of quickfilver, and the fa^me quantity of pure 
aquafortis, are to be put into a fmall veffei with along neck, the 
mouth of which is to be covered with paper. The veffei is then 
to be placed in a warm fand-bath ; and after a few hours, when 
the acid affords no fignsofits acting any longer on the quickfilver, 
the fire is to be increafed to fuch a degree that the folution may 
nearly boil. This heat is to be continued for three or four hours, 
taking care to move the veflel from time to time, and at lafl 
folution is to be fuffered to boil gently for about a quarter of an 
hour. In the mean while we ar'e-to diffolve four ounces and a 
half of fine common fait in fix or eight pints of water. This fo- 
lution is to be poured boiling inro a giafs veffel, in which the 
above-mentioned folution of quickfilver is to be mixed with ir, 
gradually, and in a boiling ftate alfo, taking care to keep the 
mixture in coiiftant motion. When the precipitate is fettled, the 
clear liquor is to be drained from it, after which it is to be re- 
peatedly warned with hot water till it ceafesto impart any tafte 
to the water. The precipitate obtained by this method u to be 
filtered, and aftewards dried by a gentle heat. 

" It might be fuppofed, that when the nitrous acid ceafes to 
effervefce with the mercury, it is faturated with it: but this is 
far from being the cafe ; the acid, when the heat is increafed, 
being ftill able to diffolve a confiderable quantity of it ; with this 
difference, however, that the quickfilver at the beginning of the 
procefs is calcined by theacid, but aferwards is diffolved by it 
in a metallic form. In proof of this we may ohferve, that not 
only more ela'lie vapour arifes, but alfo that by adding either 
fixed or volatile cauftic alkali we obtain a black precipitate, 
whereas, when the folution contains only calcined quickfilver, 
the precipiuts becomes yellow by fuel* an addition. If this 
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black precipitate is gently (Milled, it rifes in the form of quick- 
fiver, leaving a yellow powder, which is in fad that part of 
the mercury that in the beginning cf the operation was calcined 
by the nitrous acid. 

•'The boiling of the folution for about a quarter of an hour 
ccffary, iu order to keep the hydrargyrum nitratilm in a dif- 
folved Mate, it biting much difpofed to chryftalize ; in general, 
fonve of the mercury remains undiffolved ; but it is always bet- 
ter to take too much than too little of ir, beSaufe the more 
metallic fubftance the folution contains, the more mercurius 
dulcis will be obtained. 

" Ic i; neceflTary to pour the mercurial folution into thefolu- 
'tion of fait by a little at a time, and cautioutly, fo that no part 
of the undiflblved quickfilver may pa^~s along with it. Two 
bunces of common fait are fuiftcient to precipitate all the mercu- 
iy j but then ii fily happen that fome fuperfluous mercu- 

rius corronvus attaches itfelf rdtbie precipitate, which the wa- 
ter alone is incapable ot feparating completely. This ii un- 
doubtedly the reafon why mercurius rrareipitatus al')us is always 
Coirofive. I have !oun:i chat common fait pofTeffes the fame 
tity as fa! ammoniac, vifc. that of diiTolvitig a great quantity 
■iii? corronvus. I therefore employ four ounces and a 
half of ccmmon fah in order to get the mercurius corrofivus en- 
tirely feparat d'. 

" If we confider the manner in which mercurius dulcis is ob- 
tained in the u y way, by fublirriatiofl, we (hall not find it dif» 
iicult to five the rationale of this new procefs. 

" Mercurius corrofivus albas is a mi idle fait, confixing, as is 
well known, of marine acid combined with calx of mercury. 
This fait i> capable of diiTolvitig a pood deal ot quickflvtr in a 
metallic form ; but for this purpofe the mofl minute pai tides of 
each mult be reciprocally mixed. This happens, when by means 
of hear they areboth convened into vapour. The fame thing 
occurs in the above-mentioned procefs. The folution fir ft fpo- 
Ken o ms the calx mercurii and quickfiiver divided into 

the moft minute particle^. If to this folutiori we add marine 
acid, or, to fave expence, common fait, the marine acid will 
unite with the calx of mercury, and the refult ot this union 
will be a true mercurius corrofivus albus j and as the lolution 
contains quiekfilver in its metallic rtate, this will immediately 
attrad as much of the mercurius corrofivus as is necefTary to fa- 
turate it, and by this means a real mercuiius dulcis will be 
produced, which, from its being infoluble, will be immediately 
precipitated. 

" The following facts are proofs that this precipitate is a good 
mercurius dulcis. i it, It is entirely taHelefs 2dly, I have 
fublimed it, aad txarniaed whatalcendcd in the beginning, and 

htetf 
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V/hich ought to have been corrofive. if the precipitate hid con,^ 
tained any thing of that nature, it being well known that mer- 
curius corrofivus afcendsfooner than mercurius dulcis; whereas, 
through the whole of the fublirnation, what arofe vyas a pure 
mercurius dulcis, exactly like that which isobtained in the com- 
mon manner. ?dly, I have mixed this precipitate with, .one 
fourth part ofquickiilver and fublimed it, upon a fuppofkioti 
that if it contained too much rnercurius corrofivus it would be 
able to. unite with more duickfilver $ but fo far was this fronj 
being the cafe, that the quickfilver was not diminithed in utight 
by the experiment. Athly, It is known that cauftic alkalis and 
lime-water give rnercurius dulcis a black colour. The fame 
thing happened with mine. .The black colour is no other thaa 
quickfilver divided into very Bne panicles- 

" That the procefs 1 have been defcribing is rnote advantage- 
©us than that which is ufually .adapted, \ cannot doubt ; be-? 
caufe, in the (kit place, this rnercurius dulcis can be prepared 
withlefs difficulty, with !efs ex pence, and without employing 
corrofive fublimate. adly, As there can be no danger of its be r 
ing in any degree corrofive, provided it He fufSciemly ediilcora- 
ted, it may always be given 1 with fafety. idly, 'I He operator is 
riotexpofed to that noxious dud which in the old method arifes 
during the trituration of the corrofive fublimate and quickfilver, 
4thly,This is much finer than the common mefciirius dulcis, ir. 
being impoffible to make the letter equal to k in this rcfpecr ? 
however long it may be triturated." 

Calomel thus prepared will prove" excellent," not only for Inter- 
nal, but efpeciallyfor external ufe, either in powder, or fuf- 
pended in fiqtole WJfter or forhe mucilaginous folution ; occafion* 
ally alfo a drachm of it may be mixed with four ouacei of lime- 
water, under the name of lotio fyp.hilhica nigra, to dlltinguifli it 
from the lotio fyphilikica fiaPa made vfrith corrofive fublimate and 
lime-water. Calomel, when \frell prepared, hwft give the lime- 
water a black colour, as corrofive fublimate does a yellow. Dr. 
Ward's white drop proves, in fome cafes, a valuable medi- 
cine. t 

The edlx hj/drarg#ti vitriolata, commonly called turpeifi mi~ 
heral, or mircurl&s tmtticus jlivas, is a medicine now very- 
lit do ufed, except by thoie who think a mercurial vomit 

>IetO one of tartar emetic 01 ipecacuanha, for Gifting a, 
fwelJed teftitle sffifing from ayffirereal caufe. So&e inftances 
however 1 have feen, where tnVmedicine, given daily in very 
fmall dofes, effectually removed iioSt obflinate venereal complaints 
of the skin. 

I come laftly to fpeak of a medicine, which, fome time ago, 
and even yet, is ttftie ufe ofby many for the cure of the lues j 
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1 mean Pfymmer*s powder ?r pill% ; which, properly fpesking, 
afe not a mercurial preparation, but a mechanical mixture 
rrrercurius dulcis, andfuJphur of antimony. I have already ob- 
ferved, that mercurius dufcis, when prepared by fub'imation, is 
a very different medicine in different countries and places ; that 
h is therefore a medicine not ta be depended upon : for this rea- 
fd:?, I never would advife any frerfon, as well for his own fa- 
tisfaction as that of his patient, to truft to Plummer's pills for 
curing the venereal difeafe. Plummer has compounded the ca- 
lomel with fulphur of astimony, probably for the purpofe 
wliicrf'ffill feeens to b; expected by thofe who rhake ufe of this 
compofition, viz;, by means of the fulphur to prevent f&livation, 
and' to direct the mercury to the skin. This fectr^efpecially to 
be the defign in cutaneous eruptions of the venereal kind. But 
though this medicine may fom2trnS?s be- effectual in removing 
cataneous diforders, I niuft, from my own experience, as well 
as from that of feveral oi'her unprejudiced practitioners, pro- 
nounce it a very improper one for curing a confirmed lues.- Re- 
peated inffances indeed have come under my obfervation, where 
thefe pills having been taken for a conHderable time, have remo- 
ved the fymptoms for a time, Without effecting a radical cure; 
which are to me fufficient reafonsfor thinking it an unfafe me- 
dicine, and confequently that no practitioner ought to- put con- 
fidence in it for the cure of the lues, When he Iras a fafer one in 
his hands. 

Whether crude mercury boiled with ilmple w&ter communi- 
cates to ic fpmething of its qualities, and with what fuccefs 
fuch a decoction might be administered for curing venereal com- 
plaints, I am not able to fay. I have feen this decotiion given 
to children affected with warms, in different parts of the conti- 
nent ; With what effect, I had no opportunity to afcertain : but 
I know of a dog in London who was radically cured of a moll 
obflinate mange, for which a variety of medicines had been trjsd 
in vain, from the ufe of this decoction for his common drink. 

IV. On Ptyalism or Salivation. 

It has been a matter of controverfy, whether a confirmed 
lues may be radically cured without falivation ; and though 
there is nowhaidly any medical man who doubts of the poffibili- 
ty of a perfect cure without it, there are (till many who employ 
falivation, notonly forthe cure of the lues, but, in fome countries, 
for that of the Gonorrhoea alfo. This mode of treatment, in 
the former cafe, is ftill very much in vogue, in private prac- 
tice as well as in hofpitals, efpecially in France : in other 
countries, it is almolt entirely confined to hofpitals* 

Haw jfax this practice, of fajivating fuch patients is justifiable, 
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in the former as well as in the latter cafe, (hall be the fubject. q£ 
my prefent enquiry- 

It has been the opinion of many, and publicly nflertedby Dr. 
Friend, and even by feveral late writers, that a falivation is not 
only neceffary to effect a radical cure, brat alfo that the greater 
the falivation,' the more cerrain and effecYualwtfl be the cure o£ 
she lues, efpecially when the bones are affected. 

I muft'conFefs, I have always experienced the direft contrary. 
Amongft a great many patients of different ages, conftiturions, 
and climates, who have been under my care, I have not only not 
found one who required falivation, but I have, or. the contrary, 
conftantly obfervecf, that the. greater the falivation. the left, cer- 
rain aad erTe&'ua! was the cure of the lues.' 1 his is fo true, that 
even the modern acivoeares for falivation' unanimously confefs, 
that a ft rong falivation is hurtful, and that only a gentle one 
fHjuld be raifed. Could! allow this to be right, I would ob- 
ferve, that to ftop, or even moderate, a 'falivation once begun, 
is in many cafes more tafily faici than accoiupiiflied. This is of- 
Ten entirely out of our power ; and it is yet one of the great de- 
fiderata in medicine, to know a fpecific remvdy that will produce 
fuch an effect. This isfo little in our power, that I have fccn 
more than Oace patients carried off by falivation, (their ftrength 
g totally exhaufted) before it could be leffened or ilopt by 
any remedy wbatfoever. Others who did not fink entirely un- 
der it, remained languid from the evacuation, for months and 
even years, and feveral F have feen die in aconfumption brought 
on by fuch a courfe. Befides, a falivation is not only very 
troublefome to the patient, byfpitiing day and night, and by 
filling the room with a very difagreeable fnaell ; but frequently . 
alfo produces painful ulcers in the mouth, fauces, Sec. which, 
if not taken care of in time, or being mirlaken for venereal ones, 
by continuing the ufe of mercury, become more dangerous than 
the venereal difeafe itf 

It may feem furprifing', therefore, how fuch a dangerous me- 
thod of attempting the cure of the venereal difeafe as that by fa- 
livation ffiould (till be retained and practifed in fome hofpitals. 
The three following reafons, Indeed, I have heard alledgedi i. 
To confine the patients with the gonorrhoea or lues to the room, 
and to prevent them from getting a frefh infection before they are 
cured of the firft. 2. To get rid of fuch poor patients in a month 
or five weeks, in order to take others in their place into the hof- 
pital, who are treated and fent away in the fa ire manner. 3. 
rJecaufe many of the lower clafs of people hav^ an unhappy pre- 
judice in favor of this method, and imagine they cannot be radi- 
cally cured without what they call a good and continued faliva- 
tion. To me, however, thefe reafons appear wholly ineffici- 
ent'; Toprevsftt the patients from getting a frefh mfe^ion, bet- 
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tor means might be eafily found, out. With regard to the fecond 
point, 1 1 h i n 14 it more reafonable and more humane' to cure a~ 
smaller number of patients radically without falivation, even 
though a longer time fhoufd be taken up in the cure, than to re- 
Sieve the complaints of a great number id a fliort time by fuch an 
uncertain,' troublefome, and fometimes dangerous method. We 
may add ro this, th^t experience daily fhows, that a number of 
thofe patients who' feem to be cured by the ceflation of the 
fymptoms during falivation, very frequently return in a fhatf 
time to the bcfpical with the fame fymptoms ihey were affeded 
with before, or find themfeives ©bliged to feek afllftance fome- 
where elfe, 'at the fame time that they folemnly proteft a^ainft 
their having received a hewinfedicn. The third reafon alledged 
in favor of falivation is the werlt of all. I am of opinion, that 
noperfon of integrity, who pradtfes medicine, fhould ever com- 
ply with the prejudices of his patients when they may be hurtful, 
to them, or when he knows that by a contrary method he is 
able to cure them with greater certainty and fafety. Eefides, it 
will be an eafy matter for a phyfician or furgeon, who knows 
how to gain the confidence of his patient, to convince him of 
the folly of fuch, prejudices. Salivation, therefore, being, in 
my opinion, an exceptionable method of cure in any circumfran-' 
ce r . whatever, I think it, in all cafes, moft prudent to avoid it, 
or, if prefenr, to moderate and remove it as quiskly and fpeedi- 
ly as pofiible. "• 

The; method of preventing a falivation I have laid down above, 
when fpeaking on mercurial ftidions. The means to be ufed 
for this purpofe are fhortly the following : i. A careful admini - 
ftration of mercury both as to its preparation and dofe. 2. The 
avoiding cold or damp air,' efper.ially at night. 3. The ufe of 
warm cloaths j or, in a cold damp feafon or climate, the con- 
stant wearing of flannel next the skin. 4. The repeated ufe of 
warm baths, and the internal ufe of diaphoretic or diuretic de- 
codions along with the mercury. 5. The avoiding' too hot 
rooms and confined air. 6. Covering the neck and head but ve- 
ry (lightly day or night. 7. taking a dofe of gentle cooling phy- 
fic, and intermitting the ufe of the mercury as foon as the breath 
and teeth begin to be affeded. 8.' If the patient is not of a phlo- 
giftic habit of body, a free diet, with the moderate ufe of wine, 
is to be ordered, rather than a low one. Smoaking tobacco 
inould alfo be avoided, durissg a courfe of mercurials, by thofe 
who are accuftoraed ro it. 

It is alfo to be obferved, that, in general, a falivation will 
take place more readily under the ufe of acrid mercurial prepa- 
rations, and in a cold and damp feafon or climate ; that fome 
conHitutions are more difpofed to it than others ; and that par- 
ticulaily thofe who hays crevioufly taken wercurv axe often rea- 
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4y to fall into a falivation by ufing the fmalleft dofe, though, 
perhaps in the former difeafe they felt no fuch effect from the ufe 
of it. 

' A variety of medicines given feparately, or combined with 
the mercury, have been likewife recommended for preventing it 
from affe&ing the mouth ? as well a* for checking a falivation af- 
ter it has taken place. The principal Of thcfe are fulphur, ful- 
phur of antimony, camphire, the Peruvian bark, andiron. By 
a careful attention, however, to the foregoing rules, J think it 
is in general not very difficult tp avoid a filivation, without 
having recourfe to any of thefe remedies; efpecially as I have 
feen fome of thorn repeatedly applied by others without fuccefs. 
"With regard to the latter point, viz. the abating and removing 
a falivation when once began, it is fometimes a very difficult 
roatrer : the following method, however, with an exact obferv- 
ance of the rules above mentioned^ will frequently be attended 
With fuccefs. 

As -foon as the patient feels his mouth affected, he ought to 
leave off the ufe of mercury, and keep within doors, in a mode- 
rate warm room; if the feafon be cold. If his itrencth and con- 
Aitutibn will allow, vpcrnay admfnifter hiin a gentle laxative; 
but mould be careful about prefcribinp purgatives, becaufe they 
often will bring on a diarrhoea, which we (hall find fometirocs 
great difficulty to flop, and which may prove dangerous in its 
confequences. If he can be.^r it, he fhoulci alfo, for fnur or five 
days, be placed every evening in a warm bath, rubbing his bo- 
dy in the mean time with a fk-fh-brufh or piece of ibnr.el ; and 
when he comes out of the bath ; he muR again drefs himTelf im- 
mediately in flannel deaths. If phk>giftic fymptoms occur, he 
ihould be confined to a low diet, and drl : -water or any 

other mucilaginous decoction ; but if his' ftrength is very much 
reduced, a^ good nourifhing diet, together with the ufe of wine, 
sm infufioc of Peruvian bark, or guaffia wood, in wine or cin- 
namon-water, and the free country air, are certainly more pro- 
per. If the air is dry, he fliould not confine himfe'f to his 
room, but go abroad a little, unlefs it be very cold. When 
the falivary du&s are very much relaxed, and the [pitting con- 
tinues undiminiflied, an atlringent gargle may. with proper 
precautions, be prefcribed. It may bo made of the decoction of 
Peruvian bark, or of the cortex falicis atbee, in red wine or in 
water; to which, according to circumRances, may be added 
fome tindure of gum-lac or of myrrh. Common fulphiur may al~ 
fo be given occasionally, either alone or joined with fome cooling 
purgatives. The fulphur of antimony hss been recommended ia 
fuch cafes as a diaphoretic. An eminent phyPcian has recommend- 
ed for this purpofe the aurum fulminant, given every ciay from 
three to five grains, as a very efficacious medic: ne ; but as I have 
b ' • ■ never 
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never had occafiot? to try this remedy myfelf. I an unable to fay 
whether rhis advice isfourrded on experience, or only on a theo- 
ry derived fron the chemical affinity or attraction between mer- 
cury and gold. Iti an bbftinate" ptyafifm, a blifter, feton, or 
iflfue, in the neck, or the: volatile liniment applied t» thethroat/ 
fometimes proves fcrviceable ; and in defperate cafes v/e 
might -alfo try the effect of repeatedly pouring cold water over 
the head and face, letting the patieRtftt in the mean tine with 
t!$ereft of the body immerfeti in a warm barh. 



• CHAP, XIV. 

Of ihe Reaftns why certcJn Venereal C o m- 
p l a k: t s a'y not yield to Me r c.u; r v. 

THE rcafons practical obferyations have fuggefted ro me why 
mercury fometimes fails in curing venereal complaints, de- 
pend en the following caufes : viz- i. On mercury and its pre- 
parations. 2. On the method oi exhibiting them, internal!/ 
as well as externally. 3. On the greater or lefs irritability or 
eonftitutionai ltrength of the patient, orfome faults committed 

by the fame. 4. On the nature of the difeafe itfelf I fl.all 

treat of them in order. 

Sir.ce the ufe of mercurial ointment in frictions, the firrt. and 
only method made ufe of in the fixteenth century, feveral other 
preparations, both for internal and external ufe, have been difco- 
vered and tried, with a view to cure venereal complaints which, 
would not yield to frictions, or to remove the difeafe morefpeedU 
ly or in a more convenient manner. I (hall avoid making here 
any reflections on the preference either ofthofe methods claim 
over the reft ; and thall confine myfelf entirely to the rcafons 
why mercurial frictions, as well as other preparations of mercu- 
ry fometimes prove insffedual for removing fome venereal corn- 
plaints, having offered fome obfervations on thefe preparations 
before. 

I have feen a variety of perfons affected with gleets, fhancres, 
pains and caries of the bones, cutaneous eruptions, herpes,' ul- 
cerations of the nofe, throat, &cc. condylomatous or verrucous 
excrefeences in different parts o: the body, but efpecially about 
the anus and pudenda, which feemed obftinately to refill the ef- 
fects of mercury ; and which, fo far from being removed after 
a copious and difagreeablefalivation, were rather increafed by ir, 
and, when removed, often returned again fhortly afterwards. 

After a careful inquiry, I found that the caufes of this dif- 
ficulty 
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ficiHty were very, often to be Tough* for in the medicine itfelfj. 
bting owing, either, i. Toits beiag badly prepared, or iii fit- 
ted for curing the difeafe. . *. To its net being given in i'ufaci- 
ent quantity, or continued for a. fufficient length of time. 3. 
To its being adminiftered in too gieat.a quantity, and by that 
means exciting a taffvatton, fWeats, and purging, without de- 
fraying the venereal virus in the body ; or, iaftly, To its being 
mixed with other fubftances, fo as. to render it inefficacious. 

The great poi;it in curing the venereal difeafe by mercury, 
being to introduce fuch a quantity ofit into the habit as (hall be 
fuffkient totally to eradicate the venereal poifon, i: is evident 
triat medicines unskilfully cr negligently prepared, may have ths • 
worft effects. Thus, lor example, if fublimate is mixed with 
arfenic in order to render it whiter, &nd give ft the better ap- 
pearance, or if mercury is combined with fiibftances incapabta 
of holding it fufpended, or if, when made into pilh, it is not 
fu'fficiently triturated lo as to be equally divided, irs effects can- 
not but be precarious. In the latter cafe one pill may tcntaiu 
three or more grains of mercury ■■> and another only one [-rain, 
of perhaps none at all ; and when this is the cafe\ the latter will 
have no erred, while from the former the patient may ex.- 
perieticea violent griping and purgi 

Here we may obierve, that a mercurial preparation is always 
ill fitted for the purpofe, whenever it is incapable of entering 
into the habit, or if, when it hasentered the qircutatton, it ex- 
cite? a falivation before ir has deftroyed the virus ; for i c is er- 
loneous to believe that by falivation ail zlr^: poifon is carried off, 
and the difeafe by that means radically cured juft the contrary 
to this being the cafe. 1c is true, that if a falivation i ; 
on, the patient will often find all his fyrhpte 
of courfe be induced to think hire fell cured ; but fome mo 
and fometiraes only a few weeks afterwards, the eoibpls 
will, in many cafes, return again with increafed violence. I 
do not deny, however, butihat the difeafo, efpecially iff 
may by this means be radically cured : but I maintain, from re- 
peated" oWervatfons in private as well as hofpital practice, thai 
the practitioner can never be certain of the real cure ; ai 
courfe that the cures effected by falivation are not only 
but oftentimes altogether ineffectual. . But upon this fubjedl nad 
occafibn to treat more fully in the foregoing chapter Of M 
rial? reparations in Partiuclar, a E d under the head oi Saliva- 
tion. 

The principal remark to be made here is, that to cure our pa- 
tients well and radically, no practitioner who has their wi 
at heart, and who does not admir.ifter his medicines at ran 
Will ever make ufe of any mercurial preparation or cc 
whichhs has not prepared himfelf, or at kaft taken c 
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prepared by fomeone on whofe integrity and care he can rely*. 
The repeated difappointments I have experienced myfelf, and 
which I have Feen happen to others, have rendered me fcrupu- 
loufly exact on this head. 

We fhould likewife be careful not to make ufe of mercurials 
combined with other medicines, becaufe they not only difap- 

Foint us, but often render the cure more tedious and precarious, 
have feen repeated inftanres of this with Plummer's pills ; and 
kave haard the fame remark*nade by others who were attentive 
and eminent practitioners. 

We om>ht never to give acrid preparations of mercury, when 
we can effect a cure with mild ones. The dreadful effects I have 
repeatedly been an eye-witnefs to from remedies of this fort, es- 
pecially from the corrofivefublimate, oblige me to inculcate this 
caution with the greater warmth. The conftant effects of fueh 
acrid compositions, efpeciallyin delicate habits, are pains in the 
ftomach and bowels, lofs of appetitn, violent gripings, diar- 
rhoeas, and fometimes dangerous cholics; or, if they enter into 
the circulation, they will excite fpitting of blood, convulfions, 
nervous fevers, and other complaint?, more baneful even thaa 
that they were intended to eradicate; or elf e thdy will perhaps 
excite a i alivation, and of courfe prevent them from being conti- 
nued to complete the cure. If we fometimes adminifler them, as 
may now and then be requifite in cutaneous or deep-feated vene- 
real complaints, We fhould carefully confider the habit of the 
patient; and if that will admit of them, fhould begin with very 
fmall dofes, in order to avoid the above mentioned fymptoms,' 
particularly the diarrhoea ; for when that takes place, the mer- 
cury, inflead ofentering into the mafs, will be carried off by 
ftool, and of courfe occafion trouble and pain to the patient, 
without affording him any relief. In general, therefore, we 
lhould be careful in the choice and adminiitration of mercuiial 
preparations ; we fhould find out, in every cafe, that prepara- 
tion which feems beft to agree with the constitution, and never 
infill obflinately on th? ufe of a preparation or dofe which excites* 
bad fymptoms in the body : we fhould not imitate the example 
of thofe quacks whofe knowledge confift entirely in a noilrum, 
which the give indifcriminately to all their patient?, for every 
kind of venerea! complaint, and pronounce their patients cured 
as foon as the fymptoms of the diforder have difappeared ; to 
which affertion credit is the more readify given, as moft young 
men diflikiMo be conft rained or con fined to a courfe of medicines 
fdr a length of time. Thus they will now and then cure a pati- 
ent; but in the mean time, ruin the confthution of many, and 
commonly render the difeafe more obftinare and inveterate for 
the future. The poifon indeed remains latent for weeks, months, 
d fometimes -even, for years j fofcit (hsen is break* tut with re- 

doufrkif 
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doubled rage and violence, and not unfrequently produces fymp- 
toms and difeafes, the nature of which, efpecially in women, 
Werauft only guefs at, and which, in that ftate, fometimes baf- 
fle the skill of the moft able phyllcian ; for venereal complaints, 
the older they are, the more obftinate they prove agaiefl the 
power of mercury. 

I come now to the third point, why mercury fails fometimes 
in curing the lues, viz. on account of the conftitution of the pa- 
tient. We fometimes meet with patients, efpecially among the 
female fex, or fuch as have taken mercury for former venereal 
complaints, whole cbnftitution is now fo irritable, that, after 
the admin irtration of a few grains or frictions, they are either 
affected with a nervous fever, fpafms, head-ach, or they very 
readiiy fall into a falivation, on the fecond or third day. In 
thefe conftitutions we ought to be peculiarly careful to find out 
the preparation and dofe belt adapted to them. The Peruvian 
bark, or fome other vegetable tonic, is here fometimes adminif- 
tered with mercury to great advantage. If wenegleS thefe pre- 
cautions, indeed, many patients of this kind will be fufferers 
for life, without ever being cured radically. There is one re- 
mark to be made here, to which in general little artention has 
been hitherto paid. Mcfl wiirers and practitioners confine their 
Venereal patients under a mercurial courfe, without any dif- 
tindion, to a low diet, as well with regard to eating as drink- 
ing. This rule is however a very improper one, when generally 
applied. Such a diet will be very proper for firong, vigorous 
constitutions ; but, for weak, delicate, or irritable ones, it will 
fometimes be extremely improper, A full diet, w T ith the mode- 
rate ufe of wine, ought to be allowed them ; otherwife mercury 
will produce no effects upon the poifon, though very difagretable 
ones upon the cbnftitution. The warm bath will fometimes much 
afM in thefe cafes. Nature readily co-operates with mercury in 
fome conftituriom ; whereas in others it does but lntle, or ads 
flowly, and with difficulty. Butbefides this peculiarity iri th| 
confticution, we often obferve, that patients render their com- 
plaints complicated and obftinate, by attempting to cure thera- 
felves, or by applying to quacks or unskilful perfons in the art of 
healing. They frequently alio hurt themfelves by negiect of 
diet, or by not making ufe of the medicines in the manner pre- 
ferred, or by not continuing the fame long enough, but leav- 
ing off as foon as the fymptoms difappear, by expoflng them- 
felves imprudently to the damp and cold atmofphere. efpecially 
at night, or by becoming impatient and growing inconftant, go- 
ing from onephyfician to another, making ufe for fome days or 
weeks, of one medicine, and then or another. By all the.e 
different circumftances, venereal complaints are fometimes ten-* 
deied extremely obAin&te. ^._, 
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On account of the diforder itfelf, mercury fometimes faHs, 
When the patient, by a previous large or'imprudenrufe of mercu- 
ry, can hardly bear a few grains or a few frictions without fa- 
Jivation: in this cafe,' if we leave of? thetife of mercury, our 
patient will not get ridof his diforder ; and if we continue it. 
Ice are fure to bring On a troubleTome ptyalifm, tohicn will laft 
fometimes for weeks or months, expofing the patient to dange- 
fous confeqaences, andpften'Ieaving the principal .ddorder un- 
cured. What may be done in thefe circumltances ^ have hinted 
iafeveral places of the foregoing chapters. But we are by far 
more frequently difsppointed in our expectations from mercury, 
by miftaking the nature of the diforder ; by judging thofe com- 
plaints venereal, which often are owing ei'thcr ro the effects of 
mercury, or to a ftate of the diforder, which, though originally 
fifing from the venereal virus, has degenerated either by .time 
or other caufes into a difeafe of a quite different n&rure, for which 
mercurv is not onlv no antidote, but a real poifon. Of thefe 
complaints we haVe fpokea already, and fcall fpeak further 
hereafter. 
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Cn other RImidHS recommended for airing the Lues, 
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ES1DES the mercurial friaions, the fumigations, and the in- 
, ternalufe of the different mercurial preparations, a variety 
of other medicines has been recommended, either to cure the dif- 
ferent venereal complaints without mercury, or to aflift mercury 
in its operation ; and as there are many inftances of the mercury 
failing, or expofing the patients to difagreeable coniequences, a 
remedy has been fought for, which, without having any of the 
roacious qualities of mercury, might have all its powerful and 
good ones. Moftof the quack medicines, fold and P/aifed a* 
preparations from the vegetable kingdom for this purpole, I have 
been at paios to analyfe, and have found them to be nothing but 
one or other mercurial preparation difgutfed. Several o'her re- 
medies have been recommended asfuccedaneums for mercury, for 
Khe cure of the venereal difeafe, which, we are told, have been 
made ufe of for this purpofe with fuccefs, before mewury was 
employed ; and are, we are credibly informed, made ufe of 
even at this tim-, without any mercurial, with the be ft effect, 
in South as well as in North- America, for curing the venereal 
difeafe radically. Such of them as 1 have feen made ufe of fot 
stefameflurpvfcie Europe, have* ia SY?ry infjanae ftU«aft that 

CltLC 
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came under my infpedion, never teen attended with the defirecj, 
effect ; and I have never feen one in fiance of a confirmed pcx cu- 
red by them. Some of them, however, are worthy our atttnti-v 
o,n, and certainly deferve a fairer trial than has hitherto been, 
made to afcertain their power, erpecially fuch as are recom-* 
mended by men of knowledge and-oblervation. The root of th<5 
Lobelia fyphilltica, which, as we are intruded by Dr. Ka.'m, 
and afterwards more exactly by. Mr. Baitram*, the inhabitants 
of North-America cure the venereal difeaie as effectually and ra- 
dically as we do with mercury. They take a handful of th$ 
frefh, or (which he fay* is betterj) dried plant; they wafli it, 
and boil it in a gallon and a half of water ; of which decoction 
the patient drinks, everyday, if his constitution will fuffer it, a 
quart in the beginning, gradually augmenting the dofe, till he 
San no longer bear the purging excited t by. it ; then he leaves it 
off for a day or two, and, if neceflary, continue jr ag?in till ha 
Bad* himfelf perfectly well, which is lor the moft part in a fort- 
night. If there are any external diforders, they waih the affects 
ed parts with the fame decoction — If the difeafe is very obfti- 
nare, they mix with the lobelia, the root of the Ranunculi:: 
abortivus, but in a fmall quantity on account of its acrimony. 
In order to heal up the venereal ulcers, they dry the root of Gcum 
nivaUy and fpiipkle its powdtr upon them. They alfo curg 
deep and putrid ulcers, by infperfiqn of the interior ba'ik of the 
Ceancthus Amtricanus ■ A decoction of the Hi pi toy of the Sola- 
rium dulcamara, and likewife the root nf the Dajthne mezcre- . 
um and farfaparilla, have been of late much recommended in ob- 
ftinate venereal complaints either in fubftance or in a decoction 3 
but how far their operation fucceeds without the pievtous ufi*. 
of mercury, is not yet afceitained. 

InSouthAmerica,andin the Weft-Indies, a deccctionof rhe wooes 
of guaiac, faffafras, &c. is praifed as a remedy, with which 
alone the moft confirmed lues, may be eafily cured. It may be 
that they remove venereal complaintv between the .tropics, andL, 
h\ the warmer climates of our globe ; but in Europe 1 have feen 
them fometimes prove hurtful, producing profufe fweats, 
hxmoptyfi.:, confumptions, Sec. in delicate and thin habits, an d 

I never faw any one cafe wiiere they affetfed a radical cure. 1 

The following complicated prefcriptions, we have. been told, is 
made ufc of with great fuccefs in Brazil acd Portugal, and in 

other ■ 

$ Thela'.tcrau hor adrifes th« patient 10 cake two gills of this decootioi 
threetimesa day, on anemp.y itamach, and anjremt the dofe according c» 
the It. ength of the patient, m*l>ing u(« of va.mba.hs,a»J a r roper diet ar che 
fane time. Care should he taken not to make ufe of the lobelia K>nj:.flo I a > 
inftead of the lobelia fyphilitica, rhc former bcr g of a much mere a#n,i na- 
ture than the latter.— In fone parts of Italy it is < ven nov a lav o. poven- 
«*wnos (t wake- fcfe«£>n«jwy,in im^JWUfc: SHUn£tb«.T««rtW-;.4. ft 



x-ii ON VENEREAL OPHTHALMIA. 

other countries, under the name of the Decoclum Lufitanicum^ 
or Lilbon diet-drink. R Rad Sarfaparilltf, Santali albi et ru- 
bri, of each three ounces ; Glycirrhizg* Mezerei, of each half 
an ounce ; lighi Rhodii, Guajaci, Saffafras, of each one ounce ; 
Crude Antimony five ounces ; ten pounds of boiling water is to, 
De poured upon thefe, and remain for twenty-four hours, then 
to be boiled to five pounds. Of this, flrained off, the patient 
ought to take from three pints to two quarts a-day. But how 
far all thefe medicines, as I have faid before, ad without mer- 
cury, is yet very uncertain. The difeafe is certainly eafier cured 
in warm climates, when well treated, than in cold ones. A; 
to the remedies which we every day fee recommended by quacks, 
and pretenders to ferrets, as not confiding of mercury, and cur- 
ing the venereal difeafe radically, they are, for the mod part, as I 
"have mentioned before, fome mercurial preparation difguifed i 
and I think it fortunate enough for the patients if they prove on- 
\y ufelefs to thera. 



CHAP. XVI. 



On particular Venereal Complaints whiqk re- 
quire a peculiar method of Cure. 

I. On the Venereal Opthaimia. 

THERE are two diftinct fpecies of venereal opthaimia. The, 
one feems to be rather of a chronic kind, comes on gradu- 
ally, and arifes from a tainted mafs. The other is the moft acute, 
violent, and dangerous of any opthaimia I know of : it comes 
on fuddenly, and owes its cr/igiri, as far as I have been able to 
©tferve, to a fudden repulfion of a recent venereal gonorrhoeae 
fee Venereal Gonorrhoea. 

I have feen three inftances of this dreadful diforder, of which 
every one proved fatal to the fight of the fufferer. In two cafes, 
both eyes were affected with blindnefs ; in the third, one was 
affected immediately, butfeveral years afterwards thefight of the 
other was alfo loft, and asitfeemed without any apparent caufe. 
All old practitioners with whom 1 have converfed about this 
dreadful complaint, and who have obferved it feveral times in 
their practice, were of opinion that it originated from a repelled 
recent gonorrha-a, byway ofmetaltafis. In thefe three cafes 
which I juft mentioned, the difeafe was certainly accompanied 
with a fuppre/Sonof the clap : but whether that fupprcfllon was 
the caufe of the opthalmy, I was not abte to determine with 

certainty •, 
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certainty } and am much lefs capable to account for fuch a me- 
taftails, though we know that a very great connexion fubiifis be* 
tween the eyes and tfye parts of generation. 

But whatever may be the caufe of thcfe opthalmies, the fa£ 
is this : In the three inftances which came under n.y obferv3tioD„ 
the difeafe arofe in a cold climate in winter, after the patients 
affected with a recent clap, were espofed to violent cold in the 
open air. None of them had ever' had any cemplaint in, th| 
eyes before. The difcharge from the urethra was evidently dij 
minifhed or abolifhed. In the mean while, a difcharge of a pu-j 
riform matter of a yellowifh green cotour, refembling that of a 
clap, took place from the eyes, with the moll e^cruciatir. ; paini 
\vhich were rendered unfupportable on the lea/r application of 
light. The fame matter which ran out of t!v eyes, feemed, a$ 
far it was poffible to fee by forcing up the eye-lid, to be extra* 
vafated in the whole anterior chamber of the eye, acid, as ij; 
were, infiltrated between the lamellas of the cornea tranfpatens- 
AH remedies which were applied proved ineffectual, and perpe- 
tual blindnefs was the confequence. 

As cafes of this kind may be ihftru^ive, I (hall tranfciibe 
of them from my Medical Journal. The patient, a young man 
of a ftrong dark complexion, of twenty-nine years of «ge, a cap- 
tain in the army, w 7 as ordered on guard in the month or January* 
whiM he was afflicted with a violent gonorrhoea. Unfa 
ly the day was exceflive cold, and he was by duty much e*po~ 
fed to the open air all day and the evening : in the night h? found 
himfelf at oDce ah$ic~ted in both eyes with the molt excruciating 
Pain, and intolerance of the fmalleft degree of light ; which 
were accompanied next day wirha difcharge of puriiorm matte* 
from both eyes. Upon infpedion, the ulbuginea was inflamed, 
and very much fwelled. The pkyHciati who was called, appli- 
ed, befides the common remedies, fuch as bleedings, purgatives,, 
ice. a fomentation of hemlock. On the third day, upon a cl< 
examination, the cornea was found entirely opaque, and an hy- 
popyon formed ; no ulceration appeared. The ufe of hemlock 
was ordered to be continued. Some days after, the inflammati- 
on and running abated ; but the cornea remained opaque, feem- 
ed to be very much thickened, and the patient remained p:.r- 
fealy blind. In "this patient, I clearly faw the arteries of ths 
cornea tranfparens, coming from the albugiena, inflamed, and fo 
filled with red blood, as if injected like an anatomical prepara- 
tion, even fo far back as in the fifth week of the diforder. 

In none of thcfe three cafes were remedies applied by the prac- 
titioners to reftore the running of the clap, nor was there an m- 
ciflon made into the cornea to difcharge the extravafarcd i 
ter • The only two remedies from which I would exped any el- 
ikacious relief in fuch an ophilialmy, befides the B»«g gj 
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topical evacuations by purgatives, leeches, bilkers, &c. witlj^ 
the internal and external ufe of mercury. 

I was once inclined to believe, that this kind of ophthalmia, 
does perhaps arife fromuncleanlinefs, when the patient affected 
Vfith a clap, or fhancres in the genitals, touches thbfe parts, and. 
afterwaids, without wafliing the hands immediately; touches his 
eyes. I haye certainly feen ophthalmies, and venereal ulcers o£, 
the eye-lids, noftrils, lips, more than once arifing from fuch. 
careleiTnefs : but in thejfe cafes I have never obfervedan inflam- 
mation but in one eye, and it never was fo violent as the kind. 
juft mentioned; but rather, like the ophthalmies arifing from a 
tainted mafs, gave way to the topical application of the blue, 
ointment, which, together with the interna! ufe of mercury, 
is indeed, the iovereign remedy in feme ophthalmies. 

The chronic venereal ophthalmies arifing from a tainted mafs, 
prove in many cafes extremely obftinate for weeks and months. 
they require a regular mercurial courfe, especially with fublimate . 
if the patient can bear it ; repeated purgings ; and in fome ca- 
fes, efpecially if the eye-lid be the affected part, the external ufe, 
of the mercurialointment, or what is, according to theobferva- 
tions of Dr, Cullen, more preferable, the citrine ointment rub- 
bed down with double the quantity of hog's lard, in order to 
render it lefs acrid. Laudanum dropped into the affected ey«. 
gives fomet'imes the rood evident relief. Bathing the eye with a 
weak folution of fublimate four or fix times a-day is likewif* 
ferviceable. 

II. On VtNiRm Deafness. 

X have feenfeveral inftances where deafnefs and violent pain 
of the ear were brought on by venereal ulcers affecting theorifice, 
of the Kuftachian tube in the fauces. But 1 have met with one 
inftance, where a perfect deafnefs was theconfequence of a vi- 
olenr gonorrhoea being flopped by the internal ufe of turpentine. 
The patient faidhe had no fhancres, nor ever any other venereal 
complaint before. 

III. On Venereal Sore Throat. 

Venehial fore throats, as well as venereal ulcers of the 
mouth and fauces, fhould, as I mentioned above, be carefully 
diftinguiftied from fcorbutic ones, or from thofe originating from 
faliva rendered acrid by mercury ; and more efpecially from 
thofe which, though really venereal in their origin, have now 
changed their nature, and acquired quite a different character; 
as we, by continuing the iue of mejeury, may materially, ar.d 

perhaps 



ON VENEREAL SORE THROAT. i: 9 

perhaps irrecoverably, hurt the patient Judgment, derived 
From practice, will be the only fu re guide in that cafe. Deep 
idcers covered with a white lardaceous emit, and, confined by a 
hard elevated border, \Vith a ilrongVednefs round about i hem, 
ivill, I think, feldom miflead if they are treated a? venereai. 
Venereal ulcers in the throat areforoetimes feated fo low down, 
and fideways, that We do not eafily difcover them at firft fight, 
and thence we may fometimes be led to miftake the nature of the 
diforder. An account of the following cafes may perhaps be 
xafeful to foraa you-g praditionef^. 

A gentleman of a itrong, plethoric confutation, fifty-five yeaTs 
of age, was affjded with afore throat and fever. The phyfki- 
fin, after examining his throat and pulfe, ordered bleeding, with 
an a:itiphlogiftie gargle and purge ; when the difeafe not abating, 
eight days after, another practitioner was called, who repeated 
bleeding, purging, and ordered a different gargle, from the ufe 
of which the patient found himfelf better. At the expiration 
ef feven weeks, when he felt, as he expreffed himfelf, the dif- 
eafe was not quite gone, I was confulted. After the former pre- 
fer! ptions were fh-'wn to me, I examined his throat j and though 
I could not difcover any ulcer, told him I fufpeded a venereal 
caufe ; which he hardly would agree to, relating to me that he 
had no venereal complaint thefe many years paft, and that fince 
that time he had enjoyed the molt perfect itace of health. I rle- 
fircd to examine his throat once more ; which he readily compli- 
ed with, though he was one of thofe pjrfons who with the 
greareft difficulty can let thsir throat be examined : with a wax 
candle in one hand, and depreffing the root of the tongue by. 
means of a large fpatula as much as poflible with the other, I 
difcovered very low down on the right fide, a deep but fmall ve- 
riereal ulcer, which had efcaped my fight at firfi, and would 
bow have done fo if I had nCt examined the throat with fucfo 
peculiar cure. Upon my telling him the evident caufe of his 
diforder, my advice was complied with ; a«d after the internal 
ufs of mercUry for eight days, his fore throat was perfectly gon^, 
and by continuing it a month longer a radical cure obtained. 

The other patient was a lady of rank. She had but firft. felt a 
flight difficulty irt fwallowing within a few days, which bting 
frofty fhe afcrjbed it to a cold. 1 immediately, upon infpectiorv 
difcovered the caufe of the diforder ; and as women have always 
a right to the greateft delicacy and fecrecy of aphyfician, with- 
out asking her any queftions, I ordered het to keep her throat 
Warm, and promifed to fend her fome medicine which would re- 
lieve her in a few days ; and it was afterwards, under anothsr 
form and pretence, ordered tqfbe continued for a few weeks loa- 
ger, till I thought her perfe6ly fafe. 

isft fMBBier, I was coafulwd »t Pari', ty * V™? gentleman 
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of about 28 years of age, about a fore throat for which he hat* 
Eaken advice and medicine already, for the fpace of three weeks, 
without any relief. I rold him, that, from the very appearance 
of his face and eyes, I fufpected quite a different caufe of his dif- 
erder than he and his: ndants had hitherto imagined ; which 
indeed was moft evidently confirmed by a large venereal ulcer, 
which upon infpeciion I found feated very low down behind the 
velum. He then gave me the following account. That he had 
been affected with a violent gonorrhoea two years ago when he 
was at Venice, which for aparticular reafon he had wifhed to 
be removed or flopped as foon aspoffible j that, for this purpefe, 
he was recommended by a friend of his, to a furgeon who was 
in pofTeffion oj^an injection which had that infallible effect. That 
this furgeon complied with his defire, though with reluctance 5 
and foretold him, that fometime after being cured thus haftily, by 
Ibis injection, the venereal difeafe would break but in fbme other 
part of the body : afTuring him that he had feen the fame effect 
from the fame remedy, happen in feveral other patients who ap- 
plid to him in the fame manner he did. That he neglected this 
caution ; that the running wa$ perfe&ly flopped in 48 hours j 
^and that he had never thought more about it, having been per- 
fectly free from venereal as well as any other diforder ever fince. 
This cafe was to trie a very inftructive one. Firft, it ihows how 
long the venereal poifon lies fometimes concealed in the mafs, 
without producing any fenfible effects : And fecondly, it evident- 
ly confirms what I have afferted above, that the poifon of the 
goitorrhcen is the very fame wi'h that of the fyphilis ; and that, 
i'f ?.bforbed into the mafs, it produces therefore the fame effects. 
But laflly, it alfo (hows, which I could not have expected a pri- 
ori, that a recent venereal gonorrhoea may fometimes be Mopped 
or repelled, without producing fwelled teflicles, ifchury, ftric- 
turas, or other immediate effects in tne mafs. 

Venereal ulcers of the throat require fometimes befides a courfe 
of mercury, likewife topical applications; fuch as an injection 
or gargle made of a folution of fublimate, mixed according to 
eircumftances with the tincture of maftich, 8c c— -But if the ul- 
cers are owing to the acrimony of the faliva, they ought to be 
kept conftantly clean, and mercury fhould be difcontinued. If 
they owe their origin neither to the one nor to the other of the 
caufes juft mentioned, but are of that peculiar nature defcribed 
above under the head of Venereal Ulcers, they require, inftead 
of mercury, the ufe of powerful tonic medicines externally as 
WeU ^ internally. 
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IV. On Venereal Complaints of the Skin. 

Cutaneous diforders of a venereal nature, fuch as venereal 
tetters, venereal fcajd-head, venereal leprofy, See. are often ve- 
ry obftinate. It is in thefe complaints properly, where the fe- 
tation of fublimate, given infernally, proves often excellent ; 
and I think I have obfervecJ, that it often effectually removes ^he 
difeafe of the skin, without removing radically the lues: This 
at lead I aiTert with regard to colder climates ; as to warmer 
climates, I know certainly many patients who have been radi- 
cally cured of the fyphilis by the fub j i . ?. 

Befides the internal ufe of the fublimate, warm baths made 
with a decoction of bran, in every gallon of which half a drachm 
qf fublimate is td bs diffolvedi gently rubbing at the fame tirr.a 
the affected part, ha.v forn itimes proved to me very ufeful. For 
more confirmed venereal complaints of the sRin, the topical ap- 
plication of a fqliition of fublimate, the citrine ointment fome- 
times alone and fometimes with the addition of the faturnine, have 
fuccseded with me in a, herpes, tinea, &x. where all other re- 
medies proved ineffectual. .The deroctum, Lufiranicum, the de- 
coction of. thi ftipites dulcamara;, of the meze'reum root .and 
efpecially that of the lobelia fyp.nilitlca", deferve, for the;. 
well as other obftinste and inveterate venereal complaints, in 
my opinion, a much greater attention than, is ufually paid to 
them. I have feen araofl obftinate and inveterate difeafe of the 
skin of a venereal nature cured by a folution of turpeth mineral 
in fmall dofes, where all other remedies failed. Soraephyfic 
pretend to have (ten great fue'eefs alfbfrom arfenfc ; but I never 
tried this latter, nor have I ever a mind to try it. 

V. On Venereal Excrescences. 

Venereal excrefcences on thefurface of the skin, known 
by the different names condylomata, fens, marifca, warts, tu- 
bercles, &c arife either ftom an original infection, in which 
cafe we confider them as a local difeafe, and prefcribe local re- 
medies ; or they originate from a tainted mafs, which indeed is 
more frequently the cafe, and then a full mercurial courfe will 
make them difappear, fometimes without any external applica- 
tion. But frequently external remedies are likewife requiCte. 
Cauftics have been recommended for that purpofe : but I never 
Taw them produce any falutary efferts ; on the contrary, often 
verv bad ones. Ejccifion has been likewife recommended, and 
is fometimes necefTary J but I have feen feveral iriftances * hen, 
aft-r th^fe excrefcences had been eut out repeatedly, even attef 
a full courfe of mercurials, they grew again and agai.i, lome* 
iniSWaUriatoihiPthey '**« * Gift/ To F^th*. 
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regeneration, feveral remedies have been prcpofed, of which, 
in all obftinare cafes that have eorae under my observation, I 
have obferved but two or three which were admiHiffered with 
fuccefs, after the mat's had been previoufly perfectly purified. 
The one confifts iri mercurial fumigations ; the other in the ap- 
plication or the powder of the jhniperus fubina, L. either by 
itfdf in trie form of a powder, or mixed with red precipitate itt 
the form of anointment. A liquor has been lately propofed by 
my friend Mr. Plenck, which confiih of fpirits of wine and vi- 
negar each ar.-ounce and a half, corrofive fublimate one drachm, 
alum, camphire, and ceruiTa, each half a drachm, under the 
name of Aqua caufuca pro condijlomatibus, and from which-, 
applied twice a day with a hair-pencil, he affirms to have feen 
the beft ifferi. I have tried it feveral times, and found it anfwef? 
extremely w^H. In cafes where a great number of fmall warts 
had fpru»g up about the genitals, the folution of fublimate in 
iimple wa f er 01 lime water I have obferved fometimes to fucceed 
perfectly well. If wart* have a fmall bails, and are but few in 
number, rhe beft remedy is a ligature made tighter every day. — 
I have feen a man with feveral hundred little warts upon that 
part ofrhechin where the beard grows, and underfio&d his dif- 
eafe to be owing to an ill*-treated venereal complaint, 

VI. On Venereal Weakness, or Impotency;, 

This complaint, though not dangerous, it very alarming, and 
fenders the mind of the patient extremely uneafy. I have re- 
peatedly obferved it ; but in a particular manner in one patient, 
who feveral months before he had been affected with a violent 
clap ; of which at laft he was cured, after having Undergone a 
tedious and very improper treatment. The only remaining 
fyinpcom w'as now a total inability and warn of defire of venery, 
which rendered him extremely lcw T -fpirired. On confultingme, 
I judged the complaint to proceed from the venereal poifon lurk- 
ing in the body, and prefcribed him a mercurial courfe, and af- 
terwards fome tonic medicines, with two tea-fpoonfuls of Hoff- 
man's anodyne liquor morning and evening. He w T as likewife 
ordered to warn the fcrotum and fpermatic cord twice a day, 
wnth a table-fpoonful of the fame liquor mixed with fome wa- 
ter : in rhree weeks time he had f ufficknt reafen to be as high 
fpirited as ever.- 

VII. On Venereal Painj, Spasms, Zee. 

Fixed or wandering pains arifing in different parts of :he 
body, are generally afcribed, by all patients who were former- 
ly 
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ly affefted with the lues, to the remains of the venereal poi Ton 
in the mafs. This is indeed Come times the cafe ; but itoughr to 
be obferved, that thofe pains, fo generally aferibec to the vene- 
real poifon, are very often owing to very different caufes, which, 
if not properly diftinguiflied, we ilia 11 find curf elves frequeurly 
difappointed in the effects of the remedies prefcrrb.c-d. 

Pains fimilar to venereal ones are often the effects of the im- 
proper ufe of mercury. Thefe cafes-ought to be carefully c'if- 
tinguifhedin practice ; becaufe, if the veaereal difeafe has not 
been radically cured, and the pairs arife from a halt-cured lues, 
the ufe of mercury will be neeeffary to cprnplete the cure 
(though the patients will often be cf a contrary opinion, confi- 
cfering the length of time, and quantity of mercury they have al- 
ready taken); whereas, ii rhe venereal virus has been radi 
cured, the ufe of mercurv.will prove evidently KurtfuL, Ik 
patients who, having made ufe of mercury repeatedly in their 
younger days for feveral venereal complaint's, find themfelves 
now, whenever they take the leaft quantity of mercury, con- 
flantly affected with the moft violent rheumatic pairs in different 
parts of the body. Authors who havenx his latter oil-. 

eafe generally afcribe it to the mercury 1< the bones; 

nay, there are even examples recorded in medical hiftory, where 
mercury had been found, after rhe death of fuch parients, col- 
lected in globules in different parts of the body,, efpecialJy A in the 
bones and their cavities. Whatever credi t n;av be given 01 de-- 
nied to thofe aflettion?, it is certain that we may generally, and 
fometimes pretty eafily, cure thofe patients by a proper, regimen, 
warm baths wi.h frictions, andby adminiflering to them at the 
fame time, internally large dofes of proper tonic m)edic>nes either 
alone or united with antimor.ials. But if thofe pains, inftea 
being of the chronic kind, arife from a fudden check ofperfpi- 
ration during a mercurial courfe, the ufe of toric medicines 
would be improper ; in feveral defperate cafes of this ki 
where the body feemed as if it was affected with a general fp 
or tetanues, I have found, brfidts tiie warm bath,efpe< 
vapour-bath, the fulphur of antimony, united with*f>e infpiF- 
fated juice of the conium waculatum, L. known ur e'er the name 
of extract of hemlock, a moft efficacious remedy, given to the -, 
quantity of fifteen grains of each a day.-- Dover's powder, wi'.h 
a proper regimen, proves fometimes in this cafe, as well as in 
rheumatifm, a very ferviceable medicine.. 

VIII. On Venereal Complaints of the Bones 

The bones are feldom affected by the vnereal poifon, b t n 
a confirmed or neglected lues. I have feen, however, o»- r- 
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flance where the patient being affeded wjthafhancreof the glais 
was attacked the fifth day after with a confiderable fwelling in 
the lower part of the ulna. In thefeeafes, the longer the dif- 
eafe is negle&ed, the more difficult and tedious is the cure, and 
of all others the caries, or ulceration of the external furface, and 
corruption of the interna^ cavity, are the moft difagreeable and 
tedious. 

In all cafes of ulcerated bones we ought to remember, that 
they cannot be cured until the poifon is totally eradicated from 
themafs. Topical applications feem to have very little effect : 
though the effential oil of faffafras has been recommended by 
fome ; and Blenck recommeds a lotion compounded of effentia 
maftichina, corroiive fublimate, and honey of rofes. Befides this, 
he directs the ufe of the Peruvian bark, and mercury mixed with 
afafcetida, together with" a deco&ion of farfaparilla, united with 
mezereum and ciruta : by thefe, he fays, that he cured feveraj 
perfons ofthe diforders juit mentioned. 

Venereal exoftoles, and efpecially thofe in the middle of the 
tibia, ftcrnum, and tophufes in the bones of the head, will fome- 
times, efpecially at night, give the moft excruciating pain. Iti 
thefeeafes, Ihaveobferved no good effect from any topical appli- 
cation whatever. Here large aad continued dofes of opium, 
along with fome of the faline mercurial preparations, arcfome- 
times attended with the moft falutary confequences ; but what 
has been lately aliened of curing thefe, and other obftinate vene- 
real complaints, by the«ufe of opium alone, I leave to the moie 
credulous to believe. 

Of the extraordinary fragility of the bones mentioned by fome 
writers as proceeding from a venereal caufe, I havejiever feen 
any jnftance; though it may not be improper to menticn one cafe 
which, I think, may be referred to this head : A man broke his 
tibia by a fall ; but after the beft treatment of the frafture, and 
being for twelve weeks confined, upon examination no callus 
was formed, and the broken bone remained nearly as loofe as at 
firft. After a clofe inquiry, and confultaticn, and a courfe of 
mercury prefcribed ; which fucceeded fo well, that in a few 
mouths after the patient was perfectly cured. 



CHAP. XVII. 



On Venereal Complaints d/f gulfed, fuch as Confumptions, 
Rheumatijm, Fevers, &e. gj 

SOME perfons who have been formerly affected with venereal 
complaints, of which they have been apparently cured fe- 

veral 
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yer*I month?, nay, fo me times feveral- years, afterwards g 
emaciated, begin to cough, and are affected with hec"tic fever, 
and other fymptoms which accompany a conFmnptiotT of the 
|ungs, or aphthyfispulmonalis. Thefe complaints ; :ralJy. 

afcribed to fome other caufes, and medicines ordered for the moil 
part without any fuecefs. Sometimes the c'norw-v j s a rj a f ci j_ 
bed to the too previous ufe of mercury in too large quantities.—* 
But I have feen feveral inAances whereahecVic fever with cough, 
and fometimes even with a puriform expectoration, far fiom' 
owing its origin to an ulceration oi the lungs, arofe from a la- 
tent venereal poifon, without any other venerea! fymptorn iix 
the body, The fame has been obferved by others. Mr. Eram- 
billa, firttfurgeon of the prefent Emperor of Germany, in his 
Treatife on the Phlegmon, relates a cafe, which fliows fucfa a 
ftriking inftance of the kind, that I (hall tranferibe h here, /la 
eleduary, he fays, was prefcribc Ifora consumptive man, ♦ who 
was in a defperatc fituation. By a miftakeof the apothecary, 
the eleSuary was given to a venereal patient to rub hin 
and the mercurial ointment, inftead ol the electuary, was I 
to the confumptive patient to rake h internally. The confump-, 
tiveman, knowing nothing of the miflake* took a quantity of 
the ointment, about; the bignefs of a nutmeg, two i 
a day, and was effectually cured of his difefder, to the i 
furprife of his phyfieian, whjt> Warned by chance from the apo- 
thecary the mi ft ake that had ha, 

tainly a very happy onefor the patient •■> and, though it p 
be doubted whether the confump'tion proceeded from a venereal 
caufe, it proves however evidently that ir yielded pei 
mercury. I had feveral patients of this kind whom I | 
cured of their confumption, by adminiilerir.g to them no;. 
but a couife of mercury. 

Agues, or bter-E »ers have aHb been obferved by I 

Wherlofand others, cither to be produced by the v 
or concomitant with the venereal difeafe ; and mercury, ( 
bined with the bark, has been found ufeful in thofe cafes, 
haps fome of the fevers cured by Dr. Lyfon, with calomel, 1 
been of that kind. 

Flying rheumatic pains, violent head-achs, and pain in tit 
hip, fometimes originate from this fcurce. The Warm b 
with fome faline preparations of mercury, with the dec 
the ftipites dulramarx, I have fee a cure diforderspf this b 
which refitted every other medicine. Mercury with the d« 
tion or daphne mezereum, or of daphne laureola, L. has 
been recommended as a very efficacious medicine for thofe i 
plaints. 

C H A P. 
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On Venereal Complaints. Incurable by Mercury. 

I HAVE already fpoken fo fully concerning the nature and 
cure of fh«fe ccmplaint-s under the different heads of Venereal 
Ulcers, Exulce rated Buboes, Venereal Sore Throat, Dijeafes 
cf the Skin, Venereal Pains, &o that very little remains to be 
added here. 

I mud only obferve, that I have found rnoft, if not all, of thefe 
complaints admit of great relief, or even of a radical cure ; and 
that the great point for accomplishing this defirable end, lies 
lefsin thefe complaints themfelves, than in an exact knowledge 
of their nature. Thiscertainly is fometimes a much nicer point 
of practical knowledge than is generally imagined. The great 
object is, to difxinguifh exatfly whether thofe ulcers, caries, cu- 
taneous eruptions, or pains, &c. owe their origin to a latent 
venereal poifon, or whether they are the effects of mercury ; or, 
what is perhaps of the greateft confequence, whether from hav- 
ing been originally owing to the venereal virus, they now, by 
time or other circumftances with which we are not yet fuffici- 
ently acquainted, have changed their nature. In which cafe, 
inftead of yielding to the power of mercury, the-y feem to be not 
only in every degree exacerbated by that remedy ; but likewife,. 
if its ufe be imprudently infifted on, will at laft prove fatal to 
the patient. In proof of this, I have adduced, under the above- 
mentioned heads, feveral ftriking, and, as I think, convincing 
inftances. And thofe of my readers who are particularly in-» 
terefted in this fubject may find a good many more in Mr. Fabre's 
Supplement to his Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe, printed at 
Paris. I now proceed to the cor.fideration of thofe medicines 
wt>ich I have hitherto found moil efficacious in removing thefe 
dreadful andobrrinare complaints. 

To diftinguifh complaints arifing from mercury, great judg- 
ment is often required. I have feen patients who complained of 
rheumatic pains, pains of the bones, head-achs, fpafms in differ- 
ent parts, and trembling of the extremities, &c. owing, asthey 
thought, to the enormous quantity of mercury they had taken ; 
whom, however, I have cured, after a careful inquiry, by giv- 
ing them more mercury ; becaufe I was convinced that thei r pre- 
fect complaints originated from the improper adminiftration of 
mercury, either in quality or quantity, or in the method of the 
adminiitration itfelf, where it was evacuated from the body by 
ftool, falivation, or immoderate fwev.ts, asfaft as it was admini- 
stered ; and thereby, though taken for a great length of time, 
and in a large quantity, could never exert its proper effed upon 
poifon lodged in the body. As foon, therefore, as we are 
afluied that the difeafe is not owing to the venereal virus, or at 
Jaif will not yield to mercury, other medicines ought to be ad- 
miniikred. Intfead of following the general routine of practice, 
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to give new mercurial preparations, after two or more cf thetn 
"have been already tried in vain, wefhould prefcribe to our pati- 
ents, as I have recommended before in feveral places (befides a 
nourishing diet, country air, &o) tonics or strengthening medi- 
cines. Under this claf> I principally reckon antimonials; and, 
more efpecially in the cafes alluded to, chalybeates. But, when 
fpeaking of the life of thofe medicines, I would not be under- 
stood to prefcribe them only in the quantity of a few grains a day, 
but in much larger dofes than they areufually given. The pre- 
parations I generally make ule of are the crude antimony, or the 
fulphur of antimony ; the a?thiops maitialis, or the vinurri cha- 
lybeatum, and more efpecially a combination of iron with vitri- 
olic ether. Ofthefel administer fuch dofes as the conftitutioa 
of the patient will bear, either alone, or united, according to 
circumstances, with the decoftion of farfaparilla, the Peruvian 
bark, or the extraft of walnuts. The fulphur of .antimony, 
united with the extraft of hemlock, will be fometimes very fer- 
viceable, alone or with the ufe of warm baths, and- a deception 
of farfaparilla with the mezereum root. Sometimes the cold bath, 
and efpecially bathing in the fea, will greatly contribute to thej 
e fife ft of the above medicines ; and if thedifeafe beobftinate, we 
fhould more carefully enquire into its nature, and confider well 
What has been faid above, chapter xiv. ; 

From the decoctum LufitanicumI havefeen, in feveral instances, 
evidently good effect's. But of all the remedies hitherto recom- 
mended for venereal complaints incurable by mercury, I I 
feen n»ne equal in its effects to a decoction made ufe ci by Dr. 
Paullina. With this decoftion, the moft malignant and obstinate 
ulcers, cutaneous disorders, tophus, caries, pains of the bones 
and other parts of the body, wnich refifted tie po^wer of all o- 
ther medicines prefcribed by different phyficians in different cli- 
mates, have been effectually cured, and, what is ftill more re- 
markable, for the molt part, in a very ihort fpace of time. But 
it is much to be regretted that this remedy cannot become of ge- 
neral ufe, becaufe nobody could hifherto ever pievail upon the 
doftor to make it public. 



CHAP. XIX. 

Obfervathns on fame Dangerous or Vnhappy Vrejuikc* ge- 
nerally prevailing about the Venereal Difeaje, 

TT is an opinion imbibed by fan* patients, that the venerea* 
1 poifofi, when ones abforbed into the fyftem can by no 
means be totally e adicated ; consequently ^ ^ ^V^* 
perfon who is once thoroughly infected, can never look upon 
kimfelf as radially cared. Ttasopmioa, t>efid« its . 
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lenders rhofe who entertain it very unhappy. I have fcen fre- 
quent inllances, in the female fex efpeci ally,, where fuch patients 
1 moft miferable and melancholy life, notwithstanding every 
tiling the phyfician could fay to the contrary. The leaf) Qjadow 
of a head-acb, a rheumatic pain, or the fmalleft pimple upon the 
skin, were by fuch perfons accounted certain proofs of the poi- 
fon lurking h the mafs, and about to produce the mo/V direful 
ejfefl^ Thefe patients are real objects of companion : we ought 
to be'tow fume tima for inquiry, and pay t]\2 molt careful atten- 
tion towards them ; for indeed we can hardly think of a great- 
er, degree of miferv than to be perpetually haunted with fuch 
an imagination. If, therefore, after our moft careful inquiry, 
we find no fymptoms of a venereal kind remaining, we mould 
endeavour ro correct their prejudice, by fetting before them the 
•>ple of ethers rjf their acquaintance, or, if circumftances ad- 
mit, of thofe of our own, who have been affected as much as 
-elves, or perhaps much more, and who now, perhaps, af^ 
tv-r a great number of years, enjoy the molt perfect ftate of health, 
are married, and hive healthy and fine children. 

The fame attention we diight to pay to thofe who imagine, 
thar if mercury is once taken for the cure of the lues, it will not 
(befledually ciireit a fecond time. Thefe prejudices are moft 
frequently found among the women, though fometimes alfo men 
<?f a melancholic cdnftitution will be influenced by them : but 
there is another prejudice of which I am now to fpeak, which 
is not only abfurd, but criminal, and deferves a moft fevere pu- 
nim.nent from the roagiftrate, wherever it can be proved. It ex- 
ifh only among fome young men of a loofe character, and.dif- 
folute and brutal manner of thinking. With thefe wretchesjt is 
an opinion, that the belt method to get rid of a clap is coition 
with one or more healthy women; and in this manner I have 
fan venereal complaints propagated, in the courfe of a few days, 
to tenor twelve healthy perfons, who had the misfortune to fall 
in with thofe wretches, or with the objects of their brutality 
?.nd cruelty. The abfurdity of this notion is evident to every 
pcrfon of common fenfe, who has the leaf! knowledge of the 
nature and feat of the difeafe ; and where this pradice ai 
merely from prejudice, the llighteft information will befufficient 
to remove it. But it is to be feared, that thecaufe may frequent- 
ly lie deeper in the heart of thefe perfons ; and that this abomi- 
nable practice proceeds from malignity, or from a mean and low 
fition to revenge themfelves upon innocent perfons, becaufa 
in their imprudence or drunkennefs they themfelves had become 
the dupes of others. 
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